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RO FROM THE 
TRADUCTEUR, | TRANSLATOR, 
ad: TO THE | 
LAUTEURjJAUTH O R. 
8 5 98 11. 5 9 
Oſe me flater, Mon- Flatter my ſelf, you 
ſieur, que vous re- will receive with Pleas 
cevrez avec Plaiſir le ſure ibe Preſent I now 


Preſent que je vous fais] make you; ſince I do but re- 
aujourd*huy ; Puis que je }/tore to you in Engliſh, 1% 
ne fais que vous rendre en | excellent Compoſure you have 
 Anglois, P excellente Pro- [ given the Publick in French. 
duction que vous avez don. Nor can you but be glad to 
nee au Public en Frangois.ſee your ſelf naturaliz'd in a 
Vous ne pouvez d'ailleurs] Nation who will ſoon be re- 
qu'etre bien-aiſe de vous | concil'd with your own, by a 
voir naturalize dans une| PEACE almoſt equally de- 
Natiop qui va bien tot &tre | i'd by all Europe. That's 
reconciliee avec la vorre, | the great Work of Politicians : 
par une PAIX preſque 6ga- | But, ſhall I venture to ſa 
lement deſirèe de tous les | it? The chief and moſi . 
Peuples de l' Europe. C'eſt | cult ſtill remains to be done · 
la le grand Ouvrage des I mean, Sir, the ſuppreſſing 
Politiques: Mais, olerai-je old Animolities, which but 
le dire? le principal, & | too often have exaſperated 
le plus difficile reſte enco- | 50 Nations 42 each | | 
re a faite: C'eſt, Mon- | other,and io eſtabliſh between Wn 
ſieur, de faire ceſſer les An- | them a firm and ſolid Friend 
ctennes Animoſitex qui n'unt | | | 
| que trop {f. uvent irrite les | Es | a 
deux Nations Pune contre | | 12 
ö l'autre, & d' etablir entr“ | 
| Elles une Amitié ferme & ; : 
| 5 ſolide. A 2 ſbip. 


* 


— — r r — Ta. Ba 


„231 222 6 922 


_ eonnoitre ; Car je ſuis Pere. 
ſuadè, que 


pour l'autre; & vous 


* 0 L. 
3." 3 
Tz 4 5 
* * 5 | K 4 
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LETTER from the 


ſolide, It n'eſt rien, ſelon | ſhip, - Nothing, in my pi 


moy, de plus propre pour 
cela, que de leur 1 
les moyens de ſe mieux 


plus Elles ſe 
connoitront, plus Elles 
auront de P Eſiime ' une 


| 


ſav-2, Monſieur, que de 
P Eftime on paſſe bientdt 
a'P Amitiè. C'eſt uni- 


| 


nion, can more ctuaily 
bring thus , paſs, than the 
furniſhing : 

ito be better acquainted with 


m with Means 


each other: For I am per- 


ſwaded that the more ibe y 


know, the more they will 
eſteem and value each other; 


and you know, Sir, that from 


Efteem theres but one 7 
Step to Friendſhip, © *Tis 


quement dans cette Veue meerly upon this Conſidera- 


que Pai embrasſe, avec Em- tion 7 have eagerly embrac'd 
preſſement, l' Occaſion de the Occaſion of communica- 
communi quer vos Reflexi- | ring your nice and judicious 
ons, également fines & ju- RefleFions to the Engliſh 
dicieuſes a la Nation An. Nation, who, in Mr. de St, 


oloiſe qui, de. P Aveu de 
Ur. de St. Eure mond, ex- 
celle dans P Art de Penſer; 
& qui par conſequent, ne 
peut qu? admirer & eſti 

mer une Nation ou il ya 
des Perſonnes qui penſent 
comme Vous. Si ! Eve. 
nement repond a mon At- 
tente, quelle Gloire ne 


ſera- ce pas pour vous, 
Monſieur, d' avoir jetté 


les premiers Fondemens 
d' une Amitie fi neceffaire 
pour cimenter la Paix? 
Vos Muſes Latines v-us ont 
deja attire les Applaudiſſe- 


mens de tous les Sayans de 


bon Gotit de ce Pays; & 
je ne fais point de Doute 
que yes Reflexzons ſur Ja 
Mort, n' ayent le meme 
Succez. 


n'a ſh fi bien que vous trou- 
ver des Idtes fi belles dans 
un ſujet qui ſemble n'en pre 
ſenter que d' affreuſes z ni] 
traiter ft agreablement une | 
= Matieref | 


Jama's Perſonne, 


| 


Evremond's Judgment, ex- 
cells in the Art of Thinking ; 
and who, conſequently, can- 


not but admire and eſteem a 
Nation, where there are Per- 


ſons that think as you do. 
If the Event anſmers my 


* pag „ how glorious,. 
wi ir, the. 


it 1 you 
having laid the firſt Founda- 
tion of an Amity ſo w_ 
ry ꝛ cement Peace? Tour 
Latin Muſe has already 


gain d you th: Applauſe of all 


the polite learned Men in this 


Country; and I do not doubt 


but your Kefletions upon 
DEATH will have the like 
Succeſs. Never did any Bo- 


dy know ſd well as you, how 4 
20 raiſe Ideas ſo fine from a 
Subject that ſeems to yield 


none but diſmal; or how 10 
tre ai ſo melancholy a Topick, 


in ſo entertaining a Manner. 


Nor 


A | 


O: 


Tranſlator to the Author. 


— 


* 


Matiere 'fi triſte. Au] Nor can your 4 "a fail 
reſte, 4 i 4 


ne plzafing 4 Nation that can 


fauroit manquer de plaire | bo2ſt of being perfect Miſtreſs 


- une Nation qui peut ſe 
vanter de poſſeder dans un 
Degré parfait l' Art de 
mourir avec Fermete: S il 
eſt permis de donner le 
Nam d' Art, à une choſe 
qui lui eft ſi naturelle, 

un autre cdte vous 
diſſiperez un Prejuge aſſez 
general qu'on a ici contre 
les Frangois, qui eſt, qu'ils 
font genez juſqu aux Pen. 
ſees memes. Vos Reflexi * 
ons prouvent le contraire; 
& convaincront les plus 
incredules, qu'on Perſe, 
libre ment en France, de 
meme queen Angleterre. Je 
ſuis avec toute la Sincerite 
. poſſible, & une Eftime 
 particuliere, 
Mionſieur, 


| 


Votre tres humble | 5 
| Faithful Servant, 


& trbs fidelle 
| Serviteur, 
* * * * 
Oo Londres 2. 
ce 25. Mars 


of the Ari ef dying with 
Reſolution 777 bo "4 
call that an Art, which #® 
ſo natural to her. On the 
other Hand, you will remove © 
4 Prejudice which is gene. 
rally entertain d here againſt 
the French, viz, That they 
are crampt, even in the 
Thoughts. Tour Reflections 
prove the Contrary, and will 
conuince the moſt incredue 
lous, that there are FREE- 
THINKERS in France, 
a well as in England, 7 
am, with all paſſible Since- 
riiy, and particular Efteem, 


SIR, 
| Your moſt Humble 
AND 


* K K * 


— — 


London, Mareh 


1713. F. 5. 


2. 11. 
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The Author's 


= JS hard Matter 1% to determine 


1 mhat kind of Taſte now-a-days pre- 
vails in the World. But let it be never ſo 
odd and fangaſtical, an Author is oblig'd to 
conform himſelf to it, if he deſigns to pleaſe 
the Public. People are already tir'd with 
Books written in the Stile of the Dake 0 
la Rochefoucault, or Monſieur de la Bru- 
yere: I mean with ſuch as are only made up 
of Moral Reflections, or Maxims, by them- 
ſe/ves. Novels, and, in general, all Hiſto- 
ries that have the Air of a Romance, are 
only read by Chamber-maids, or antiqua- 


ted Ladies : For the World begins to prefer 


Realities before Appearances, let the latter 
be never ſo flattering and entertaining. 


I know the Study of Philofophy is now very 


much in Faſhion. 1 hoſe who attack, and en- 


deavoar to remove our Prejudices, and to 
clear abſtruſe Matters, are generally well re- 
ceiv d. at leaſt by all the Diſcerning : Ana, 
indeed, the nobleſt Efforts that humane Mit 
zs capable of, are ſuch as tend to the Improves 
ment of our Reaſon, For my own Part, being 
ſenſible that. my Abilities are unequal to fo 
conſiderable a Work, I have endeavour'd to 


_ merit, another Way, the Approbation of the 


Learned. The World ſeems now to reliſh 
pretty 


The Author's PREF/ACE. 
pretty well a Medley of Literature and 
_ Criticiſm, provided the Compound be ja- 
diciouſij made, by a Genius 'equally diſtant 
from ibe Greedineſs of Compilers, and the 
Affectation of Pedants. This Medium J 
hade ſtudy d to obſerve, in order to give 
the following Eſſay, an Air of Elegance 
and Vivacity. 1 | 

Some Places in the following Sheets will 
perhaps appear too much crowded with Quota- 

tions ; whith, I confeſs, is a Fault : But a Fault 
that cannot be avoided, deſerves to be excus a. 
The Nature of the Subject oblig'd me to make 
uſe of the Authorities of ſeveral Au- 
thors, both ancient and modern, whom I have 
made ſpeak their natural Language, when I 
deſpair'd of preſerving in French“ the Graces 
and Beauties of the Original. Ihe Urbanity 
of the Romans, and the Atticiſm of the 
Greeks, are nice and tender Things, that 
| are eaſily ſpoil'd by a Tranſlation ; and 4 Man 
muſt be Maſter of as great a Genius as Mr. 
d'Ablancourt was, to undertake to natura- 
lize the Apophthegms of the Ancients. 
When I begun the following Sheets, I did 
not intend ever to be either upon the jocu- 
lar, or ſerious Strain: And therefore I 
hope the Reader will find in them an agreeable 
) dv e 


— — — — — —— 
The Tranſlator has follow'd the ſame Method, and 
render'd the Latin Quotations in Engliſh3 ſtill makin 
Uſe, as far as the ſaid Quotations wou d admit of it, 0 
the excellent Tranſlationsof Mr. Dryden, the late Earl 
of Rocheſter, Mr. Prior, &c. N. B. The Quotations out 
of Lucretius, Fuvenal, Bacon, Shakeſpear, Cowley, and E. 
of Rocheſter, were added by the Tranſlator, © 


—_—____————___ — — ͥ — - Ow —— — —_ 


_— * — —— 
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„ The Author's PREFACE. 
| Variety. Shall I dare to own it? I have | 


ous 4 certain Diſorder in the ranging of 
the Subjects I went upon, to make them ap- | 
pear ſomewhat more new and ſprightly. Too 
ſcrupulous a Regularity tires one at laſt; 
but 4 ſmall Confaſion puts the Fancy to 4 
Stand, and enclines it to fix its natural Le- 
vity and Unſteadineſs. We go ſometimes in 
Queſt of Proſpeits which yield the more Plea- 
| ſure, the greater Variety they afford of add 
and irregular Objets: And. in this, even 
Art « often employ'd to help out Nature, 
and add to the Reliſh of ſo agreeable 4 Diſor- 
One Word to ſome ſowr, ſapercilious Cri- 
ticks, who may be offended at the Title of this 
Eſſay, and I have done. Why, will they 
object, Muſt the World be amus'd with 
Trifles? I confeſs, that if the Public were 
only for Works of deep Eradition, or Treati- 
ſes of Morality, this Collection would be alto- 
gether uſeleſs: But are not Men allow'd to 
langh, and be merry ſometimes ? Maſt thoſe 
that read, ever pore upon grave and ſerioas 
Books ? Monfiear de la Fontaine furniſhes 
me with this Excaſe to the Publick, of which 
be made uſe himſelf, when he printed his ex» 
cellent and original Tales in Verſe. Well! 
Am I now ſecure againſt the Spleen of Cri- 

ticks» By no Means : I ouo ht rather to fear 
they will be provok'd by my anſwering their | 
Objections bejore-hand, Why, ſo let it be, | 
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 Phiobyicol Efay: 
R E E L E C T I 0 Ns 


Free Thinkers, 04 


ov know, Sir, the following 8 
are but the Abſtract of the long and 
agreeable Converſations we had to- 
gether at 
Friends were either at Play, or a Hunting, 
our only Entertainment was to diſcourſe of 
Death: Which, in my Opinion, ſuits well 
enough with che Stoiciſm you and I profeſs. 


If any Critick ſhould find fault with it, I'll 


refer him to the Ingenious Author “ of the 
MT * 0 Plurality 
= Caſe teur de Foncenclle. Ihe, Author” 5 rate Friend. 


\ 


While our common 


OO — ——— — — — ——— — . — ——— ———— » f 


2 Reflections on the DEATH 

Plurality of Worlds. With him a Marchioneſs 
in the Country finds a ſecret Pleaſure in 
ſtudy ing Aſtronomy :' Why ſhould we then 
| bluſh to appear as ſerious as a Lady ? When, 
after all, our ſerious Humour may "th for a 
kind of Debauch : I mean a Debauch of Mit, 
and FREE-T. HINKING. You well remember, 
that for the moſt part, our Converſations ran 
upon thoſe who joked at the Sight of Death, 
and who, in a manner, play'd with it. Have 
not theſe Notions a graceful and pleafing 
Air? Nay, I dare ſay, they are intirely new, 
beſides. We muſt not lay any ſtreſs on the 
good Raviſins Textor, who has compiled a Ca- 


talogue * of the Great Men that dy'd with 


Laughing too much: For that el had 


neither much judgment, nor was acquainted 


with Polite Literature., 
Il was in vain refer'd to the Hiſtoria Ludi- 
cra of Balthazar Bonifacius, and to the Col- 
lections of thoſe who have written under ſuch 
like Titles. 


me the more, becauſe I ſhould be loath to 


make a ſhew with the Spoils of others. For 


the ſame Reaſon it were Ingratitude in me, 
not to acquaint you, that I am indebted to 
Montaigne for many Particulars, which ſhew 
his excellent Taſte. 
have a Competent Stock of Learning, to 
make a Collection of the moſt Noble Deaths 
recorded in Hiſtory. Now, Sir, as you are 


a great Admirer of Montaigne, I hope the fol- 


lowing Eflay, towards the Execution of his 


Deſign, will meet with your Approbation. 


In | 


1 — — — — — — — = 


* See b. n or, 1 heatrum Hiſtoricum, ib. 2. 


found in them no manner of 
Materials fit for my Purpoſe: Which pleaſed 


He wiſh'd, it ſeems, to 


of FREBTHINKERS. * 


In my Opinion a Death-Bed is the moſt proper 
Station a Man can place himſelf in, who has 
a Mind to have a full Proſpect, and form a 
true Judgment of the Ridicale that ſways the 
World. Tis there one is .neceflarily unde - 
ceiv d, and effectually cured of the Chimeras 
and Follies that employ and buſie Mankind. 
We are all of ug Fools: With this Difference 
only that ſome People's Folly" is more boi- 
ſtrous, that of others more calm. Mine 
rhaps, is an Itch of Writing: Who knows 
ut the Publick's may be the Criticizing up- | 
on what I write? Whatever may happen, I = 
ſhall not fatigue you, with unneceflary Com- 
pliments ; for I hate that tedious, nauſeous 
Jargon which Flattery has invented; and J 
leave thoſe only the Pleaſure to value you, of 
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who have Delicacy enough to ven you 
well. | 


CHAZ L 
That Dry #s more to be def a than Tear i. 


18 moſt certain, 1 the . of Life, 
do not equal the Bitternefſes with + 
> * it is furronnded. For one Calm and : 
Serene Day, a Man has Forty gloomy ones, | 
wherein he has a lively Senſe either of Pain 
or Sorrow. Iam apt to think that Man is | 
not born to be happy. If Youth enjo 
few Delights, Nature makes herſelf * 
dantly Amends with Old-Age; and makes | 
us pay very dear for a bak, Which. we 
EW B 2 know 
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4 Reflections an the DEBATR 
know not ſufficiently how to value, till we 


have loſt it. What ſay Ic The Prime of || *© Al 
Life is rather a Condition of which we ought 1 


to be aſhamd. We are then incapable of | 
| Reflection 5 we run after noxious Pleaſures ; © W 
and Reaſon herſelf is oblig'd to truckle. If 


ſhe makes any Refiſtance; we boldly dare 
her, and by Degrees get the, Maſtery over 
her: Which Madam des Houlieres happily 


the Mind is leſs affected than the Heart; in T's 
/ on uo ionre HSC 2 Fra wr 
Homme, vante moins ta Raiſun a 

=. Penutilits de ce Preſent celefle;, - | Th 

Pour qui tu doit, -dit-0n, mepriſer tout le reſtes in his 


n CAE 
Elle eſt . imbecille. 
Dans? age oh rout Happel 4 des Plaif divers, 
Vil eſclave des ſens elle Feſt inutile. : 

Quand le ſort 4 laiſst compter cinquante vers, 
Elle weſt qu'en Chagrins f. ertile, 

Et quand tu well, tu la perds. ; ER 
I Engliſh thus: 1385 
“Vain glorious Man, thy tou ring Pride ſuppreſs, 4 


And prove thy REASON more; or boaſt it leſs, - © Ar 
ect erte you ih ,, 4 
Aud for its fake afl other Giſts deſpiſe, 


p At * Fa 


1 
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© Atits firſt Daun how feeble it pers. | 


© How weak and tott'ring in our Infane Years > 


©* When youthful Vigor brings on warm Defites, 


- C3 SETTLE TEES Wn 
22 „ „ . 


c How ſhuns th? unequal Combat, and retires? - 4 
c Fond Slaves to Sele 2 Teort 1 its baſed Voie, 
« And ſoon as Fifty „ 5 "Ts id their Courſe, 


© What are its Fruit bite, Chagrin, and Pain? 


0 And when Old Age! is come, tis loſt again. 


0 


The inimitable Earl of Roche ſter has alſo ex- 
treamly well expreſs'd the Vanity of Reaſon, 
in his Satyr againſt Mankine,which begins thus 


were I. * who, to my coft already am, 


One of thoſe ſtrange, prodigious Creatures HAR, 
' | ASpirit free to chuſe for my own Share, a a 


4 What ſort of Fleſh and Blood 1 pleas'd to wear, 


1d be a Dog, a Monkey ora Bear, | = 1 

2 or any thidg, but that vain Animal, 

© Who.is ſo proud of being Rational, 

© The Scaſes are too groſs, and hel contrive 

A Sixth, to contradict the other Five. 
And before certain Tuſtinft, will prefer 


$ Reaſon, which 0 9 Times for o one does er. |: 
ä Ut. | Er. EE 


— —— — 


* Farlof Rocheſter n Satyr againſt Maak). 


A aw 


* 


Ws 8 
* 3 ao Ds 0 0 
— 


OP © Reaſon, an Enis 


LM Through Error's fenny Bo 


| 2 Stumblingf from. Thoughts Thought, 


- Reflettions or the DBATH® 
fatus of the Mind, | 


ure, . vehind. 
takes, - 


«© Which leaves the Light of Nat 
dangerous, wandring Ways it 


« Pathleſs, and 
855 and | thorny Brakes * 


< Whilſt the miſguided boner climbs? with Pain, 
8 a 0 in his own Brain; 


8 Mountains of Whinl® e#- 
t falls headlons | 
(do 


x 


6 e Doubt 8 ea Sea, Where like to arow Dy. 


| 4 
0 'Books bear bim up a-while,” and make him try, EO 


ders "of Philoſophy x ee 


ER. AT: 


© To ſwim. with Blad 
In hopes Kill to o*cetake the Skipping Light, 85 

aces in his dazzled fight. 

rnal Night- 


The Vapour « da 


Till ſpent, it leaves him to ete 


F Then old Age and Experience, hand | in hand, 


© Lead him to Death, and make him underſtand, 


c After a Search ſo painful and ſo long, 


© That all his Life he has been in the * cone 
One can never too much ſtudy Man in hi: 
different Ages: What a Crowd of Paſſions 

| what a Train of Weakneſſes, and fantaſtic 
d him! One mu uſt needs have 


Humours attenc 
a vaſt Stock of Self-Love, not to be diſturb' 


and diſcompos'd by them- 
der chat few, if ay, are contented wit 


happ 
time 


in t! 


midſt 
Accl 
omf 
97 
alle vi 
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their own Condition: For as there is no 

State abſolutely depending upon, and over- 
ruled by Reaſon, ſo there is e 

in the World. Let a Man enjoy a Perfe 


Health, and ſwim, as it were, in Pleaſure, 


yet is he not proof againſt that ſort of Un- 
eaſineſs Which ſhocks Niceneſs and Delicacy. 
Health is, properly ſpeaking, but a State of 


Indolence, which raiſes no lively Sentiments, 


and leaves the Soul in a kind of unactive 
Idleneſs that palls the Reliſh of Poſſeſſion. 
The Reaſon of it may be, becauſe we are 
leſs ſenſible of an Advantage or Pleaſure we 
actually enſoy, than of one We long for. 
I fancy with ſecret Satisfaction, that there's 
in the Univerſe a certain Quantity of Good 


Conditions of Men upon the ſame Level. 
If Kings have more Enjoy ments than their 


livelily touch'd with Diſgraces, of which a 


in old Rome, was, in all Appearance more 


happy than Cicero? Eloquence, which in his 


' Itime had attain'd the higheſt Pitch of Per- 
ffection, had rais'd him to the higheſt Stations 

fin the Common- wealth: Nevertheleſs, a- 
» [midſt the Applauſe of the Senate, and the 


Acclamations of the people, he could not be 


hifcomforted for the Loſs of his Daughter Twlia, 


us Vo, ſaid he to Atticus, nothing is now able to 


icNlleviate my Sorrow, and I hate the very Gods 


alGvbo had hitherto over-loaded me with Benefits. If 


bd 
on — . | palin — — Som —— 5 5 —— 
Vit * Qui fit, Mæcenas, ut nemo, quam ſibi ſortem 
heiÞcu ratio dederit, ſeu fors objecerit. illa | 
- Eontentns vivat: Laudet diverſa ſequentes ? | 
Es Horat. Satir, lib. 1. Sat. 1. 


and Evil, which, in one Reſpect, ſets all 


Subjects, they are, on the other hand, more 
Private Man is altogether inſenſible. Who, 
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Another Man's Condition appears more a- 


is oftentimes a Victim, ſacrific'd either to 
Ambition, or other Political Conſiderations. 


ſelves Slaves. 


which is wanting in a flowing Felicity. The 
Muſes, for Inſtance, are never more eloquent 
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2 Man could put Twenty Conveniencies to- I f 
gether in one Scale, and a fingle Inconveni- ve 
ency in the other, it wou'd often be found tot 


that the latter wou'd out- weigh. ſpe 


eeable to us than our own, becauſe we are] mo 


not ſo well acquainted with it. Tis like one in 
of thoſe Figures made for Experiments in ſha 


Opticks, which at a diſtance repreſent a Ac; 
Toyn or a Houſe, and which at cloſe View con 
are nothing but a confuſed Heap of rudeſi 548 


Strokes. Every one knows with what Fineſs ;-,; 


Horace * has treated this melancholy Subject. 747 
The moſt glittering and charming State in cell 
the World hinders not Queens from envy- of 
ing ſometimes the Fate of Shepherdeſſes,, 8 
ſuch, for Inſtance, as are deſcribd in the 
Romance call'd Aſtrea. They have no other 
Aim in Love, than to indulge the ſecret In- 
clination of their Hearts, whereas a'Princeſ; 


This is the Reſult of that falſe Point of Ho- 
nour, to which we have fondly made our. 


As for Men of Letters, *tis well known 
that *tis generally their Lot to be at Odds 
with Fortune. Diogenes is of all, Ages; and] 
His empty Tub is but too oft The Patrimony 
of Wit: Which is, however, a kind of Fa- 
tality hardly to be lamented; ſince Penury 
and Diſtreſs give one an Air of Vivacity, 


O 
than when they are ſowr and chagrin. Tho 
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I may be accounted malicious for it, I will 


venture to own, that I prefer Ovid in Exile, 


to Ovid in Love; and J might, in ſome Re- 
ſpect, be like the Emperor Caligula, who ſee- 
ing a Player whipt, found his Voice ſo har- 
monious, that he prolong'd his Puniſhment, 


in Order to prolong: his own Pleaſure. I 
ſhall not in this Place undertake to give an 
Account of all the Learned Men who have 
complain d of their hard Deſtiny ; It may 


ſufhce to acquaint the Curious, that Pierius 
Valerianus, and Thomas Spizelius, the one an 
Italian, the other a German, have. written ex- 


cellent Pieces on the Unfortunate Cceadition 


of Men of Letters. 


Since there is not in the World any Con- 
dition perfectly happy, a Man may with Eaſe 


be diſguſted with Life; which is deſpica- 
ble enough of itſelf, and which appears to 
be ſo yet the more to thoſe that have a com- 
petent Diſcernment. The famous Ia Mot he 
de Vayer acted a great Part in France; and 


wanted Nothing either with Reſpect to na- 


tural Parts, or Fortune. Nevertheleſs, he 
was ſo fatigued and tired with Humane 


Condition, that he ſhould have been ſorry to 


run over again the Race he had gone through. 


J would not, ſays he, in one of his Letters, 
exchange the few calamitous Days Thave yet to live, 


in ſo advanc'd an Age as mine is, for the long Tears 


which Abundance of Young Men, whoſe Diverſions 
J am acquainted with, expett to enjoy. And in- 
deed, we ought to look upon ourſelves as 

laced on a great Stage, and having a Part 


in the Play that's acted in the World, Some 


have a longer or more ſhining Part, o- 
thers a ſhorter, and more obſcure, but all 
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the Parts are equally tireſome and ridiculous. 


He that conſiders what paſſes within the 


Compaſs of one Year, knows what will 


Happen in ſucceeding Ages : For there's No- 


thing but a continued Succeſſion of the ſame 


Events variouſly combined, 


If we could have a full View of all the 


fantaſtick Humours and Extravagancies of 


Mankind, how glad would we be to be rid 


of our Company? Is not the Sight of a 
Multitude of frantick People, who run at- 
ter Chimeras; are uneaſie at Trifles ; hate at 
Night what they were fond of in the Morn- 


ing; and kill one another for an Inch of 


Ground: Is not ſuch a Sight, I ſay, able to 


ſhock us? Something, indeed, might be faid 


if Men were ſo happy as not to know, that 
they are ridiculous ; but ſuthcient Pains and 
Care have been taken, not to let them be in 


Ignorance as to that Point. I may even add, 
That our wiſeſt Reflections ſerve only the 
better, to expoſe our Extravagancies. This 


confirms the Fiction of Adomus, who pre- 


tended, that the Gods were in their Cups 


when they made Mankind, and that when 


they came afterwards to look ſober on their 
Work, they could not forbear Laughing at it. 


Upon the whole Matter, tis plain that tis 
enough for a Man to be reaſonable, not to 
fear Death; and that a ſmall Share of Diſ- 
cernment, and a competent Knowledge of 
the Aﬀairs of the World, ſet us above thoſe 
ridiculous panick Terrors that diſtract vulgar 
Minds. If we would carry our Inquiries ſo far 
as that Part of Philoſophy which is conver- 


fant about Morals, how hateful would Life 
be objected 


appear to be ? It may, perhaps, 
| to 


2 If 
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to me, that there are very few Men in the 
World that can look Death in the Face, with- 
out Fright : But did I ever pretend to aſſert, 
That there are many reaſonable Perſons in 
the World? 

The Epicure ans who beliey'd the Mortality of 
the Soul, were provided with an invincible 
Argument againſt the Fear of DEATH. 
Lets hear the noble Lucretius upon his fa- 
vourite Subject: 


Wibil ;gitur MORS Nt, ad Nos neque portines bum, 
Quandoquider Natura Anim Mertali babetur > 5 
Et velut anteacto nil tempore ions agri, 
Ad confligendum- venientibus undique Penis; ; 
omnia cum Beli rrepido concuſſa tumultu 
Horrids contremuere ſub altis atheris auris: 
In dubioque fuit ſub utrorum Regna cadendum 
Omnibus bumanis eſſet, Terraque Marique ; : 
Sir lt non erimus, eùm Corporis, atque Ani mai 
5 Diſcidium fuerit, quibus 2 ſumus uniter api, 
Scilicet baud nobis quicquam, 1 non erimus tum, 
Aiane omnino keen ſenſumgur movere 3 
Non þ Terra Mari miſcebizur, & Mare calo. 3 


Thus tranſlated by Mr. Dryden: 


5 What bas this BUGBEAR Death to frighten * 


9 1 Soul can dye, as well as Bodies can ? | 
0 2 1 


** 


12 Reffectious on the DEATH 


« For as before our Birth We felt no Pain, 


, . 


c When Punique Arms infeſted Land and Main, a ' 
when Heaw'n and Earth were in Confuſion hurb'd, 


For the debated Em pire of the World, 


© Which, awd with dreadfal Expedtation, lay 


© Sure to be Slaves, uncertain who ſhould ſway ; 


© So, when our Mortal Frame ſhall be disjoyn'd, 
6 The Lifeleſs Lump uncoupled from the Mind, 
C From Senſe of Grief and Pain We ſhalt be free; 
We ſhall nor feel, becauſe We ban not be. 
© Tho Earth in Seas, and Seas in Heav'n were of, 


c We ſhould not move, We only ſhould be 10. 


'To this Purpoſe we may here take Makes 


of the Chorus to the ſecond Act of Seneca 8 


Troas, which is as follows : 
Poſt mortem nihil eſt, ipſaque Mors nibil, 
Velocis ſpati Meta noviſſima. 
Spem ponant avid; 3 ſolicitz ae 
Quæris quo jaceas poſt obitum loco? 


\ 


Quo non nata jacents | | 
Tempus nos avidum devoras, E Klaus 
Mors individua eſt noxia curpori, 
Nee parcens anima. Tanara © aſpere 


7 FREETHINKERS. 3 
Regnum ſub domino, nen x 05f I | WS 
Cuſtos non facili Cerberus a, 

Rumores vacui, verbaque inania, __ : l 


Et par IL olicito fabula ſonmio. 


Thus Engl;ſr'd by the famous Bar! of Rocheſter 
After Death Nothing i is, and Nothing Death: 'T 

C The utmoſt Limits of a Gaſp of Breath, | 

Let the ambitious Zealot lay afide 

© His Hopes of Heav'n; (whoſe Faith is but his Pride) 
Let Slaviſh Souls lay by their Fear 

© Nor be concern'd whichWay, or where, 

After this Life they ſhall be bur! * 2 

Dead, we become the Lumber of the World; 

* And to that Mak of Matter ſhall be ſwept, 

Where Things deftroy'd : withThingsunborn are kept, 
8 Devouring Time ſwallows us whole, 
Impartzal Death confounds Body and Soul,? 

* For Hell, and the foul Fiend that rules 
$ The everlaſting fiery Goals, 
© Devisd by Rogues, dreaded by Fools, 
With his grim grizle Dog that keeps the Door, 
* Are Senſeleſs Stories, idle Tales, 


— 


: « Dreams, Whimſeys, and no more. 


Lucretius 


P q . „212 4 — - 
K ; m_—_— w l — — 
. CC . —”—, roo rs 
- 


— — 2 


, + e 
— With 1d * of 
: 
363—＋——2jƷ earn does! 


* a * 
— — — —— — * — 


r 
«<A 
ö wh + 


14 Reflections on the DEATH 
Lucretius carries the Argument yet fur: 
ther, and endeavours to prove, that even 
ſuppoſing the Soul to be Immortal, and that 
the Particles of Matter which make up our 
Bodies, ſhould any Time after their Difſo- 
lution, be joyn d again with the Soul, yet 
there's Nothing to be fear d in Death. 


© Nay, ern ſuppoſe when we have ſuffer'd Fate, 
The Soul cou'd feel in her divided State, 

© What's that to us, for we are only We, 

© While Souls and Bodies in one Frame agree 7 

© Nay, tho our Atomes ſhou'd revolve by Chance, : 
And Matter leaps into the former Dance ; 

© Tho' Time our Life and Motion cou'd reftore, 

© And make our Bodies what they were before 1 

© What Gain to Us wou'd all this Buftle bring, 


2 
R 


< The new made Man wou'd be ako Thing 


„ 
When once an interrupting Pauſe is made, 
That individual Being is decay'd: 
* We 
| — ES We > i — — — —ͤ— 


At fi jam naoſtro ſentit de corpore, paſtquam 
Diſtracta ſt — Natura, ee Poteſtas: 
Nil tamen hoc ad Nos, qui cætu, Conjugioque 
Corporis atque Anima conſiſti mus, uniter apti. 
Nec fi materiam noſtram conlegerit ætas 
Poſt obitum, rurſumque redegerit ut ſita nunc eſt ; 
Atque iterum nobis fuerint data Lumina Vite, _ 
Pertineat quicquam tamen ad nos id quoque factum, 
Interrupta ſemel cum (it Repetentia noftra — _ 
Et nunc nil ad Nos de Nobis attinet, ante 
Qui fuimus. Nec jam de illis Nos afficit angor 
* Quos de Materis noſtra nova proferet ætas. 
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of FREETHINKERS. 15 


We, who are dead and gone, ſhall bear no Part 


In all the Pleaſures, nor ſhall feel the Smart, 

Which to that other Mortal ſhall accrue, 

Whom of our Matter, Time ſhall mould anew, 

For backward if you look, on that long Space 

Of Ages paſt, and view the changing Face 

Of Matter, toſt and variouſly combin'd 

In ſundry Shapes, tis eaſy for the Mind | 

From thence t' infer, that Seeds of Things have been 
In the ſame Order as they now are ſeen —_ 

Which yet our dark Remembrance cannot trace, 
Becauſe a Pauſe of Life, a gaping Space | 
Has come betwixt, where Memory lyes Dead, | 
And all the wandring Motions from the Sence are fled, 
For who ſo e're ſhall in Misfortunes live : 


Muſt Be, when thoſe Misfortunes ſhall arrive; : 
rs © And 


\ 


» 


am cum reſpicias immenſi Temporis ome 

ateritum ſpatium, tum Motus Materiai 

ulti modi qua m fins, facile boc aderedere poſſis 
ina ſæpe in eodem, ut nunc ſunt ordine poſts ; 

c Memori tamen id quimus deprendere mente. 


Fer enim jecta ſi Vitaz pauſe, Vageque 


errarunt paſsim Motus ab ſenſibus omnes. 

bet enim, maſere quoi forts ægrèque futurum'ſt, 

e queque eſſe in eo tum Tempore, cum male palit 
dere: As quoniam Mort exi mit im, prohiberque 
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18 Reflettions on the D RAT R 
« And fince the Man who 1s not, feels not Woe, | 
© (For Death exempts him, and wards off the Blow, 
| c Which We the Living, only feel and bear) 
© What is there left for us in Death to fear ? 
when once that Pauſe of Life has come between, 
» is juſt the ſame as We had never been. 
The following Proſopopœia, wherein Lucre- 


tius makes Nature check the Fear of Death, 


is ad mirably fine. 
« And laſt, ſuppoſe great Nature's Voice ſhall call 

© To Thee, or Me, or any of us all, 

c What doſt thou mean, ungrateful Wretch, Thou vain 
Thou mortal Thing, thus idly to complain, 

” And ſigh, and ſob, that Thou ſhall be no more ? 


For if thy Life were pleaſant heretofore ; 


Ilum, cui poſſint incommoda conciliari 5 
Hæc eadem, in quibus © nunc nos ſumus, ante fuiſſe 3 + 
Scire licet nobis nibil eſſe in Morte timendum: 
Nec miſerum ſieri qui nec eſt, poſſe: neque hilum 
Differre, an nullo fuerit jam Tempore natus, 
Mortalem Vitam mors cui immortalis ademit. 
| Lucretius, Lib, III. 
| — —— — — 
Denique Voce m rerum Natura repente | 
Mittat, © hoc aliquot Noftrum ſic increpet ipſas 
Quid tibi tantopere ſt Mortalis, quod nimis ægris 
Tuctibus indulges ? quid mortem conge mis, ac fles? 
Nam ſi grata fuit tibi hita ante acta, priorque, © 
Et non omnia pertuſum congeſta quaſi in va 
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of FREE-THINKERS. 


* Ifall the Bounteous Bleſſings I cou'd give 


Thou hafl enjoy'd, if Thou haſt known to live, 


© And Pleaſure not leak'd thro? Thee like a Se ire, 


why doſt Thou not give Thanks,as at a plenteous Feaſt, 


© Cramb'd to thꝰ Throat with Life, and riſe and take thy 


But if my Bleſſings thou haſt thrown away, 


(Net? 


If indigeſted Joys paſ; d thro', and would not ſtay ; 


* Why doſt thou wiſh for more to ſquander ſtill? 
If Life be grown a Load, a real In, 
© And 1 wou'd all Thy Cares and Labours end, 


* 


Lay down thy Burthen, Fool, and know thy Friend. 


To pleaſe Thee, I have empty'd alt my Store, 


I can invent, and can ſupply no more 3 


But run the Round again, the Round 1 ran before. 


D 1 © Suppoſe 


* 
4 . * * 4 . 
— — — 
222 * 


Commod i perfluxere, atque ingrata interiere 3 
Cur non, ut plenus Vite Conviva, recedis ? 
quo animoque capis Securam, ſtulte,quietem ? 
Sin ea, que fructus cumque es, perizre profuſa, 
Vitaque in Offenſu'ſt;, cur amplius addere queris, 


Rurſum quod pereat male, © ingratum occidat ome 5 


Nec potius Vite finem facit, atque laboris ? 
Nam tibi preterea quod machiner, inveniamque 
Quod placeat, nihil eft ; eadem ſunt omnia ſemper, 
Si tibi non annis Corpus jam marcet, © Artus 
Confe&i languent : eadem tamen omnia reſtant, 
Omnia fi pergas vivenda vincere Szcla : 
Atque etiam porius, fi numquam ſis moriturus. 
Quid reſpondea mus, niſi juſtam intendere litem 
Naturam? & veram Verbis exponere cauſam ? 
At qui Obitum lamenietur, miſer ampliùs aquay 
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18 Refleitions,on the DIA N 


* Suppoſe Thou art not broken yet with Tears, 


And wou'd be ever, coud'ſt Thou ever live; 


© For Life is ſtill but Life, there's Nothing new to give. 


© What can we plead againſt ſo juſt a Bil??? 
© We ſtand convicted, and our Cauſe goes in. 

But if a Wretch, a Man oppreſs d by Fate, 

* Shou'd beg of Nature to ele Date, 


© She ſpeaks aloud to him with more Piſdain; 


© Be ſtill Thou Martyr, Fool, Thou covetous of Pain, T 


But if an old decrepit Sot lament, - 


© What Thou, (She cryes,) who haft outliv'd Content; 


© Doft Thou complain, who haſt enjoy'd my Store? 

© But this is ſtill th* Effect of wiſhing more 

. Unſatisfy'd with all that Nature brings; 

© Leathing the preſent, liking ablent Things : 

« From hence it comes 1 Deſires at Strife 

« Within themſelves have tantaliz'd thy Life, e 
2 | F 


— - . 
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Non meriio inclames magis, © voce increpet acri? 
Aufer abhinc Laerymas, Barathro, & compeſce quarelas, 
Grandior hie verò ff jam, ſenzorque queretur ; | 
Omnia perfruſtus Vitai præmia, marces? _ 
Sed quia jemper avei; quod abeſt, præſentia temnis, 
Imperfetta tibi elapſa'ſt, ingrataque Vita, 

Et nec opinanti Mors ad caput adſtilit anid 
Quam Satur, ac plenus — diſcedere rerum. 
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Semper 
Nec quit 
Materie 
Cuæ tan 
ee 
Sc ali 
fitaque 


of FREE-THINKE RS. 19 
And ghaſtly Peath appear'd before thy Sight, 
« E're thou hadſt gorg'd thy Soul, and Senſes with 8 


a ks Lobel OH Ls 4 BO DEL £ (Delight, 
© Now leave thoſe Joys unſuiting to thy Age, 


* 


Io a freſh Comer, and reſign the Stage, 
© Is Nature to be blam'd, if thus She chide? 
No ſure; fer 'tis her Buſineſs to provide 


© Againſt this e ver- changing Frame's Decay, 
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2 
Beers 


New Things to come, and Old to paſs away. 
8 2 | — ä 


© One being worn, another Being tnakes, 


- 2 — 
—— n - 
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Chang d, but not 16K; for Nature gives and takes: 
New Matter muſt be foun? for Things to come, 
And this mu} waſte like thoſe, and follow Nature's 


W EY nag (Doom, 
All Things like Thee, have Time to riſe and ror 3 


[ . 


And from each other's Rula are begot; 


« For Life is not confin'd to him or Thee 3 p 


' Tis given to all for Uſe, to none for Property. 
Eo | N Lucretlas, 
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Nunc aliena tua tamen atate onmia mitte, 
IAduo animoque, agedum, jam aliis concede neceſſe t. 
Jure ut Opinor, agat, jure increpet, inciliætque | 
Cedit enim rerum Novitate extruſa Vetuſtaʒ OD 
Semper & ex aliis aliud reparare necefſe'ſt;  » - 

Nec quicquam in Barathrum nec Tartara dectdit atra. N 
Materies opus eſt, ut creſcant poſtera ſæela: | \ 
Que tamen omnia Te vita perfuntta ſequentur. 

lee minus ergo ante hæc quam nunc, tecidere cadenty e 
Sic aliudex alio numquam deſiſtet oriri, e 
hitaque Mancupio nulli datur, omnibus uſu. ' | 
* Lycretius, Lib, III. 
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20 Reſlactiuur on the DEAT R 


Lucretius furniſhes us with Two other Ar- 
guments againſt the Fear of Death, of which 
the beſt Moraliſts make frequent Uſe, vix. 
t. That ſince the beſt and greateſt Men have 
ſubmitted to Death, why ſhould others re- 


pine at it? 2. Since Men make ſo ill Uſe of 


Life, why ſhould they covert to prolong it ? 
Which Mr. Dryden has excellently well ex- 
preſs d in the following Lines: F 


Mean time, when Thoughts, of Death ditturb As 
| (Head 
6 Conſider, Aucus, great : and good Is dead ; F 


0 Ancus, thy better far, was born to die, 

* And Thou, doſt Thou bewail Mortalicy? 
So many Monarchs with their mighty State, 

© WhoruPd the World, were over rur'd by Fa te. 
That baughty King, who lorded o'er the Main, 


— 


And whoſe ſtupendcus Bridge did the wildeWayes re, 
(ſtrain, 
6 (In vain they foam'd, in vain they threatned Wreck, 


8 wWhilſt bis proud Legions march'd upon their Back) 
c Him Death, a greater Monarch, overcame z 


da „ r a r 


Nor foard his Guards the more for their immortal 
| Name. 1 
c 


— 


. | 2 
Hoc etiam ibi Tute interdum dicere bell: . 
Lumina'ſis Oeulis etiam bonus Ancu? 7 
Qui melior mul tis, qua m tu, ſuit, improbe, rebus. 
Inde alii multi Reges, rerumque potenter | 
Occiderunt, magnis qui gentibus imperitarunt. y 
Ile quoque ipſe, viam qui quondam per Mare magnum, 
2 iterque dedit Legionibus ire per Altum, 
dibus ſalſas docuit ſuper ire Lacunas: 
remit, agui- inſultans, mur mura Ponti, 
Lum ademo, animam moribundo Corpore fudit. 
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The Roman Chief, the Carthaginian Dread, 


« Scipio, the Thunderbolt of War, is dead, 


n 5 And like a common Slave, by Fate in Triumph led. 


« The Founders of invented Arts are loſt, 


> ies. dd 


«© And Wits, who made Eternity their Boaſt; 


© Where now is Homer, who poſſeſs'd the Throne ? 


wo 


© Th' immortal Work remains, the mortal Author's 
© Democritus perceĩving Age invade, | | 85 
© His Body weaken'd, and his Mind decay d, 
1 Obey'd the Summons with a chearful Face 
Made haſte to welcome Death, and met bim half the 


. | (Race, 
That Stroke, ev'n, EPICURUS cou'd not bar, 


* Tho' he in Wit ſurpaſs'd Mankind, as far 
«if - « As does the Nid-day Sun, the Midnight Star, 
kl < And Thou, doſt Thou diſdain to yield thy Breath, 


of © Whoſe very Life is little more than Death? 
5 | More 


0 
** * — — 
— — — — 
* a 


„* 


Scipiades, belli Fulmen, Carthagins horror, 
Oſſa dedit Terre, proinde ac famul infimus eſſet, 
Adde repertores doctrinarum, atque leporum, 
3 Adde Heliconiadum comites; quorum unus Homerus 
why Sceptra potitus, eadem alus ſopitu” quiere ſt, 
Demnique Democritum poſtquam matura Vetuſtas 
Admonuit memorem Motus langueſcere Mentis, 
Sponte ſua letho eaput obvius obtulit ipſe. 
Ipſe EPICURUS ob- decurſo Lumine vitæ, 
8 Lui Genus humanum. ſuperavit Ingenio, & omneis . 
Præſtinxit, ſtellas exortus uti ætherius Sol. 
5 Tu verò dubitabis, © indignabere obire, 
Mera quoi Vita eſt prope jam vivo, atque videnti? 


6 


And all this Burden lodg'd within the Breaſt, 


Nui ſomno Partem ma jore m conteris avi ? Fl 
Er vigilans ſlertis, net ſommia cernere ceſſas,  ' © 
my mes geris ca yes; ip ? 

7 ſit 


Aique ani mi incerto fluitans errore vagaris? 


 Haud ita vitam aperent ut nunc plerumque vide mum, 


22 - Refletions on the DR AT H 
More than one balf by lazy ſleep poſſeſt ; 
* nd when awake, thy Soul but nods at beſt, 2 


Pay Dreams and fickly Thoughts revolving in thy\ 
K (Breaft., 


Eternal Troubles haunt thy anxions Mind, 


« Whoſe Cauſe and Cure thou never hop'ft to find; . 


But ſtill uncertain, with thy ſelf at ſtrifqm, 


Thou uander N in tbe Labyrinth of Le. 


i 
inn 
— 


© O, if the fooliſh Race of Man, wWho fingd 
© A Weight of Cares ſtill preffing on their Mind, 


8 


— 


© Cou'd find as well the Caufe of this Unteſt, 


# 


+ Sure they vod change their Ceurſe, nor live as now. 


VUncertain what to wiſh,” or hat to vow. 
© Uneafie both in Country and in Town, - 


. 


« They ſearch a Place to lay their Burthen down. 
One reſtleſs in his Palace walks abroad. 
333 fs 1 6 

And vainly thinks to leave behind the L oad. 5 


i 


c 2 
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Nec reperirꝭ potes_quid fit tibi ſæpe Mali, cum 
Ebrius urgerts multis miſer undique ourls, _ 

Si poſſent kominies, proinde ac ſentire videntiy, 
Pondus inefſe animo, quod ſe gravitate fatiget, + 


Ec quibus id fiat cauſis cegnoſcere, © unde oy 


Tanta pnalivanquant moles in pefore conſte; oY 
Luid fibi quiſque velit, neſcire, (5 quarere ſemper, 85 


— 


/ 
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s But ſtraight returns, me he's as reſtleſs there; 
And finds there” s no Relief i in open Air. : 

: Another 0 his ill wou 4 retire, 8 Wo ; ; 
, And ſ ſpurs as hard as if ! it were on fires 
a Naſooner e entred at his Country Door, 


c But he begins to ſtretch, and yawn, and ore; : b; 


« Or ſecks the City which he left before, 3 
© Thus ev ry Man 0 'erworks his weary Will, 


© To ſhun himſelf, and ro ſhake off his Ill; 


© The ſhaking Fit returns, and hangs upon him in, 
* No Proſpe&t of Repoſe, nor H. pe of kaſe; 
The Wretch is ignorant of his Diſeaſe 3 


c Which known, word all his ute Trouble ſp pare, Nor 


© For he wou'd know the World not worth his Care: 3 
0 Then wou d he ſearch more deeply for the Cauſe,/ 


6 And dy Nature well, and Nature's Laws: : . 


. wp At A ies For 


Ss — 
commutare wee” 7 an e all:. 
Exit ſepe forar magnis ex ædibu ille, 
Eſſe domi quem pertaſum "ſt, ſubitoque revertit 3 3 
Cuippe foris nibilo melins qui ſeniat eſſe. Mm 
Currit agens mannos ad villam Hie e . 
Auxilium tectis quaſe ferre ardemibus inan; 
Oſcitaz exremplo tetigit cam Iimanaville; a We 
Aut abit I in ſomnum gravis, atque oblivia Lquerit, 
Aut etiam properans urbempetit, atque reviſe t. 
Hoc ſe quiſque modo fagit: At, quem ſeilicet, ut . 
Effupere aud petit ef, ingratis baret, ' angit, 
Propterea, morbi quia ; cauſam non tenet ager; 
Luam bend ſi videat, jam, rebus quiſque OM Rh 
Naturam primin m tudeat eognoſcere rerum, 
Jemporis aterni quoniam, non unius bores 
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That never changing State which all muſt keep, 
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24 Refle&ions on the Dx ATH 


© For in this Moment lies not the Debate; 4 
But on our future, fix d, eternal State; NY 


whom Death has doom'd to everlaſting Sleep. 


«Why are we then ſo fond of mortal Life, 


« Beſet with Dangers, and maintain'd with Strife. 
Cc A Life which all our Care can neyer fave ; 0M 


One Fate attends us, and one common Grave. W 


Beſides, we tread but a perpetual Round, 


We neer ſtrike out; but beat the former Ground, I 


8 And the ſame maukiſh Joys in the ame Track abe has 


| | . (found. then 

For ftill we think an abſent Bleſſing beſt; „ IS ar 

© Which cloys, and is no Bleſſing when poſſeſt ; \ ned 

A new ariſing Wiſh expells it from the Breaſt, ” * 

Fnhe feav'ciſh Thirſt of Life increaſes ſtills E; Sing 
We call for more and more, and never have our fill: wg 
Ny Tr 5 2 which 


Ambigitur ſtatus, in quo ſit mortalibus omnis, 
tas po mortem, quæ reſtat cumque, manenda. 
Denique tantopere in dubiis trepidare periclis 
Quæ mala nos ſubigit Vita; tanta Cupido ? 
Certa quidem finis vitæ mortalibus adſtat, 

Nec devitari Lethum pote, quin obeamus. 
£raterea, verſamur ibidem, atque inſumus uſque. 
Nec nova vivendo procuditur ulla voluptas. 


[4 
- 


Sed dum abeſt, quod avemus, id exſuperare videtur 
Cætera: Poſt aliud, cum contigit illud, auemus 3 

Et ſitis aqua tenet vita; ſemper bianteis: 

Poſteraque in dubio *ft fortunam quam vebat atas, 
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Vet know not what tomorrow we ſhall try; ns Nen 
© What Dregs of Life in the laſt Draught may lie. 
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Nor by the longeſt Life can we attain, 
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© One Moment from the Length of Death we gain; > 
© For all behind beldngs to his eternal Reign, 
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When once the Fates have cut the mortal Thread, 
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© The Man as much to all Intents is dead, 
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* Who dies to Day, and will as long be fs | 
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© As he who dy'd a Thouſand Years ago. 


I know very well, that Reveal'd Religion 
has corrected the miſtaken Notions of Hea- 
then Philoſophers; and taught us, that there 
is another Life after this; but it muſt be 
granted me, on the other hand, that Chriſti- 
anity, inſtead of adding to the Ghaſtlineſs 
of Death, has, on the contrary, diveſted it 
of its TERRORS : O DEATH, where is thy 
Sting, O GRAVE, where is thy Victory! ſays 
St. Paul. And the ſame Apoſtle tells us, that 
he bas a Deſire to depart, and to be with CHRIST, 
which is far better: So that a good Chriſtian 

ü may, 
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Quidye ferat nobis caſus, quive exitus inſtet. 
Nec prorſum, vitam ducendo, demimus hilum 
Tempore de Mortis, nec delibare valemus, 

Que minus eſſe diu poſſimus morte peremti. | 8 

Proinde licet quot vis vivendo be ſecla, 0 

Mors æterna tamen nibilominus illa manebit; 

Nee minus Ille diu jam non erit, ex hodierno 
Lumine qui finem vital fecit, Oille | ; 
Aenſibus, atque annis qui multis ołeidit ante. . 
F e Lucret, lib, III. 
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may, with a ſmall Alteration, ay. with 


Lucretius: SOULS KONIG nnr 
— Quindaquidem.immortalis noſtra ſiet Mens V 
Non j jam ſe moriens diſſolvi copuererotur p25 46 1 5 


Sed magis ire forus, veſte nus ſeliaſuore ut . 


Sauder, blue pn aut ebrnua cervus. 1 139-2103 


"+ 


Nou, ſince k&deies neee doth theMind” 


a Complain bf Death! ? Why not rejoice to find 
« Herſelf let looſe, and leave this Clay behind, 


* Salts)! when e*rethe circling Year returns, 


65 | Rejoice to caſt their Skins, or Deer their kor * 113 


M3 3 Bacon, the famous Reſtorer of 
ſound Reaſoning in Great Britain, has excel- 


lently well diſcours'd a inſt the Fear of 


ab, in his immortal E lays, As ſalons: 


Men fear Death, as Children "LN to. 90 
© .in the dark : And as that natural Fear 1 in 


x Children is encreaſed with Tales, ſo is the 
© other. Certainly the Contemplation of 


Death, as the Wages of Sin, and Paſſage to 
8 another World, is Holy and Religious ; 
but, the Fear of it, as a Tribute due unto 
Nature, is weak. Yet in religious Medi- 
© tations, there is ſometimes a Mixture of 


© Vanity and Superſtition. ou ſhall read in 
© ſome of the Friars Hooks of Mortification, 


* that a Man ſhould think with himſelf, 
- what the Pain.is, if he Mie. but his Fingers 
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2 Ends ne dr törtured) ant thereby ima 
| © gitie' what the Pains of Deu are, ben 
| che whole Body: is &6trupted and difldly'd ; 7 
© when many times Deutß paſleth with leſs | 
| © Pain, than! the Torture of iTimb: For 
© the. moſt vital Parts are not the quickeſt of 
© Senſe. And by him that ſpake only as a 
c Philoſopher, and natural Man, it was = 
5 ** ſaid; Pompa mortis rhagis terxet, Amors ip 
0 Groans; and Convulſions, Aa TG 
Face, and Friends weepin 5 and Blacks 
: „ and Obſequies, and the F lie Thew Death | 
t terrible. It is worthy the obſerving, that 
© there is no Paſſion in the Mind of Man ſo 
of weak, but it mates and maſters the Fear of 
J © Death: And therefore Death is no ſuch ter- 
© rible Enemy, when a Man hatk fo many 
© Attendants about him, that can win the 
8 Combat of him. Revenge trium phs over e 
Death / Love lights it; Honour 35 pireth to 
ic "Grief flieth to it; Hur, re.occuparerh 
-| Wb it. Nay. we read, after O05 the Emperor 
of © had flain himfelt, Pity (which is the tender- 
© eſt of Affections) pfödbkelk many to die, 
out of meer Compaſſion to their Sovereign, 
o © andas the trueſt Sort of Followers. Nay, 
n © Seneca adds Niceneſs and Satibty: Cogita quia 
ell iu eadem faceres, Mori velle, non tantum 
off Fortis, aut Miſer, ſed etiam Faſtidioſus potesF. 
of A Man would die, though he were nei- 


8; F ther valiant nor miſerable, only upon a 
1 BE: ' Wearineſs to do the ſame Thing ſo often 
i-| over and over. It is no leſs worthy to ob- 
of * ſerve; how. little Alteration in good Spirits 


in| *:the: Approaches of Death make, For they 
„51 0 appear to be the, ſame Men till the laſt in- 
f, 2; ant. __ aer peg eee 
rs i = ate 
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28 Refleftions on the DEATH 
Livia, Conjugss. noſtri me mor, vi ve, & .vale. 
© Tiberius in Diſſimulation, as Tacitus faith of 
him; Jam Tiberium Vires, &. Corpus, non 
0 Diſſi mulatio. deſerebant. Veſpaſian in a Jeſt, 
fitting upon the Stool; Ut puto, Deus fia. 
© Galba with a Sentence; Feri, ſj, ex re ſit. Por 
6 puli Romani, holding forth his Neck. Septi- 
© minus Severus in diſpatch ;  Adefte, ft quid mihi 
© reſtat agendum; and the like. Certainly 
© the Szoicks beſtowed too much coft upon 


Death, and by their great Preparations 
made it appear more fearful. Better, ſaith 


* he, Qui finem vite extremum inter munera 2 
© nat Nature. It is as natural to die, as to 
7 born; z and to a little Infant perhaps the 
one is as painful as the other. He that 
« des! in an earneſt Purſuit, is like one that 
© is wounded in hot Blood, who for the Time 
© ſcarce. feels the Hurt; and therefore a 
Mind fix d, and bent upon ſomewhat that 
is good, doth avert the Dolours of Death. 


But above all, believe it, the ſweeteſt 


© Canticle. is, Nunc dimittis, when a Man 
© hath obtained worthy Ends and Expecta · 
© tions. Death hath this alſo; that it open- 


eth the Gate to 551 Fame, and extin. 


ee Evy. 
 Extinlus . idem. ph 


I ſhall edicts this long Chapter, with 
the Celebrated Paſſage in the Tenth Satyr of 


Juvenal, which Mr. Dryden ſcruples not to 


| cal Divine: And wherein the Poet, having 


pos'd the Folly of the various Wiſhes an 


Deſires of Mankind, reckons the Contempt of 


DEAT H, amon the few good Things he 
allows we can fa ely ask of F _ 
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Ut tamen 5 neſt dliquidh, voveaſjue Sacellis | 
Exta, & candiduli divina Tomacula Prei: . N 8 


Orandum N, 1 fi : Mens Sana i in Corpore Sano. 

Fortem poſe 7s. Anim, Monti Terrore Carentem 757 ” # 
Qui Spatium v, 2 extrenmm inter Munera ke, 8 
Nature, qui fen, queat 2 came 1 195 1 
Neſciat iraſeh cupiat nib, & potiores . | DO ai 
Herealis' Erumnes credas, ſavoſque Lebus. 2 1 y 10 b 
Et Fenere & crit, 8 Pluma Sardanapoli 1 


Thus Tranſlated by! Mr. . * 


c Yet notto rob the Pricfts of Pious es: —_ 


That Altars be not wholly bunt! in vain z 
Forgive the Gods the reſt, and ſtand confin'd 
Iro Health of Body, and Content of Mind: 28 | 
A Soul that can ſecurely Death defy, af 
And count it Nature's priviledge 10 Dye; 3 


Severe and Manly, hardned to ſuftsin 1 WHITE | 
The Load of Life, and exexcis'd in Pain: | 


„ 


Guiltlefsof Hate, and Proof againft Deſire ; "67 


That all Things weighs, and nothing can admire: WT, 
That dares prefer the Toils of Hercales, 8 
0 o Dalliance Banquets, and ignoble Eaſe, | 
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Whether the Thoughts.or Approach of DRATR 
We can affor Pleaſure? 


5 7 


Have hitherto, endeavour'd to diveſty - 
Death of that ghaſtly anck dreadful Air 
Which generally attends him: So that Weg. 
1 may now converſe and even play with him; 
1 5 for his Looks are neither ſo ſnocking, nor ſof 
{ wild as *tis commonly beliey'd. I'll venture 


} to compare him to thoſe ſavage Creature 
1 that are brought over from foreign Coun- 
YH tries, which look terrible at firft Sight, but 
=_ which, by Degrees, we get à Habit to ſee 
r without being frighted. In ſpite of the ex 
1 tream Fondneſtb Man has for Life he find: 
Ki himſelf under the happy Neceſſity of grow 
ing familiar with Death; and tis only thro Wa 
Weakneſs that he makes a ſolemn and im ,,- 


TI 
ed Con 


U; 


. portant Buſineſs of it. I appeal to Monſieuſ t 
= de Fontenelle*s Judgment: All the World bal Te 2 
| blamed Cato Utigenſis for having parted wit 2 

N b 


Life too gravely. And, indeed, how cref 1 , 
ditable is Indifferencewell-manag'd.to a Phi 3 
loſopher! I find that among the Learned Wit 
ſcarce any but the Poets have ſpoken pert! 42 0 
nently of Death. This Contemplation be 7% Y 
> 1 3 5 furniſh'd them with a Thouſand lively anc Since i 
— _ agreeable: Thoughts, whoſe: Beauties tru Le: 15. 
ul Jrdges are Lenfible of, Town the ignoran] 17 

Vulgar may be ſhock'd at them; but is th e 
Vulgar acquainted; with Delicacy? Thel Cron. 
goes an infinite deal of Art in the mentioninſ Nos, 
1 Death, in Amorous; Gay, and Humoro 9 Bon 
Ci [| Compoſures. Tis an uncommon Way J 1, 


1 | "avi. e 
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Si! de bi Dialogues of the Dead, Vol. . Al are 
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Inviting ne g dean, but et full of Fi- 
at fund the Reſolt of p-erve Taſte; nor ig 
Pit in b TER. us d, hut among | 

uiſite Ment; => 
| freer Rn where the Fear. 5 
approa 99000 
: by Hons + 4 t the ſame; Time, 
Mis own ny 20d. vs A ame 
; king ns to make 3a jr and yo at py. And in- 
e d, Nothing ougbt more effectually to en- 
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f This is admirably well expreſ'd, by our Celebra- 
ed Cowley, in his ↄth . W runs thus, \ 


Underneath this Myrtle Shade, 
0n flomr'ry Beds ſupinely laid, 
Vith od rous Oils my Head o a fei, > 
And around it Roſes growing, 
hat ſhou'd I do but Laab away 
The Heat, and Troubles of the Har 
In this more than K ingly $1 tate, 5 
Love bimſelf ſhall on me wait. 1 . 
Fill zo te, Love, pay fill it qgs 7 ws 
And mingled caſt into the (uß 
Wit and Mirth, and Noble "IM 
Vigorous Health, and pay Deſires. 
The Wheel of Life aa left will fh. 
In a ſmooth than rugged Way. | 
Since it equally does flee, > 
Let the Motion Pleaſant be, BO 
Why do we precious 'Oentments | tends: 2 
& th Vobler Wines 'why do we pour, 
| Beauteous Flowers why do we ſpre ad, 
he Upon the Monuments of the Dead 2 
nin Nothing they but Duſt can ſbew, > 
row / Bones that haſten to be ſo. 
Crown me with Roſes whilſt I Live, 
Now your Wines and Ointments give; 
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Let me alive my Pleaſure have, 
Al] afe StoiCks ; in the Grave. | 


. * 


liges him to invent 
+ hignexpoſtulate 3th 


gage us to va Good, than the Appre- 
al 2 of being {ſoon depriv'd * of it. This 
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Eternal Night and Sleep attend the laſt. 
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is the Syſtem of the Poets of the Anguſtean 


Age, a Syſtem ſufficiently refin'd, I out 
of ray, not tobe Criminal. 1 doubt whe- 
ther now a-days, a Man might venture to 
gain a, Favour of a Lady, \by mentioning 
| Death to her; and L am rather apt to think 
that ſuch a Piece of Gallantry wou'd be ill, 
receiv d. However, Catullus, who was Ma- 
ſter of uncommon Politeneſs, had, in that 


Reſpect, a Taſte very different from ours, 2 as 


opp. from this fine tere > ” 5 


 Vivamus, mea Lechia argue amemus 3 
vue que Senum 2 ſe everiorum, . i 
Ommes unius  eftimemus aff. Vo ” SR i 5 
Soles oceidere ac redire poſſunt 3 3 
Nobis, quùm fer oceidit brevis Lox, 


* eſt per petua una dormiends. 


Which i in Engliſh, may be rendred thus, | 


Dear Lesbia, let us Life enjoy: | 
Let Mirth and Lore our Hours SER 998 WES 
And that we may be truly Wiſe, 8 
Let us the Cenſures of old Fools deſpiſe, 
A Riſo ng does ſucceed. 2 Setting Sun, | 
But Life once fled, ne' re does rerurn; 


And when our ſcanty Days are paſt, 
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x0 Anthony Muret in his Comment on theſe 
e. Verſes of Catnllus, makes a very Judicious - * 
to Reflection, ix. Hlmonita Mortis puellam ad | 


fruendas ſecum Voluptatss exbortatur ;, eſt autem 
kl 9c Argument um Poets perfamiliare, There are 
l. ſeveral Paſſages in Horace, that confirm this 

"| Obſervation. As he was the acuteſt and 
a+ politeſt Wit in his Age, ſo he Be per- 

teftly well how the ent of Death 

1. fu be improy'd, in the Hehe of Jollity 

Plegſures. Nor is that Thought ſo 
ue as ſome imagine, ſince it is the 
chief Beauty of, an Ancient Hymn of the 
Poet Cecilius If any one, ſaid he, wil inſure 
me ſix Months Life, 7 l ſpend them fo well, that 
I ſhan't grudge to dye the Seventh. 

The Moderns have ſometimes imitated he 
Elegancies and refin'd Notions of the'Wits of 
Ancient Greece and Rome; and among the 
reſt, methinks the Jralzans have follow'd 
them very cloſe ; perhaps becauſe they are 
| moſt proper to improve Pleaſure. 'Tis © 
|| indeed, the diſtinguiſhing Character of 
that Nation 3 to prove which, I ſhall only 
Inftance in the End of a Latin Elegy * of 
Sannaxaro, which runs thus : * 


) 
Sed quoniam teneræ vernant nunc lets Fur enta 
Tempora, G amplexus Jager Fata þ inunt. 
Dulcia 1aſrivo — Gaudia lecto; 


* 


Jam properat Mortis panda Enelta Comer. . 
Jam properant Rugeque 2 raves, 9 ſeriar Kis: ; D 


Nec dabitur molli N mne. CN * e 
| tered. ed 148 
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 Inieres Cupidis ebam cola Lahettis, 
| | Untima jam ſolver ei cum voles Hora 4 | | : 1 
90 Dii facite hee longos maneat foes certa per Annds 05.» Why k 
| Candidus 8 penni: omnia is firmer Amor, 
Fe; We 
We may here take No otice, that our French on 
Poets, who are allow'd o excel, at leaſt in Wn 
Merry Drinking Songs, often make uſe of the Ne 
Thought of DEATH, to heighten the I | 
Jollit) For Cups, of which I ſhall Py give Na 
ele . nftance, 858 
beg 
1 | | Ie] | to! 
Non, non, Fe ne VEUR pl gue le bon vin me berce 5 | 5 
Hit. 


c pour me reveiler que j vale « ng min: 9 prop 


d Ste, Lequais, Laquair, verſe, verſe, 
Fe veux boire Poujours, E ne dormir jamais. de 
, Wu 
| Quand lo Mort, ſou qui tout ſi uccombe, IS of 
Ex qui me ſuit a ci, 5 Wh m1 
| N' aura couche ſous ls Tombe, 5 i oO I'M 
| 3 ne arm qu trop, 1 
| N and 
b | That i 15 | / _ 18 n 
off | e WW 
3 | = While weſwill round the chearful Bowl, "+." ll the 
a © x. au intruding Sleep our Joys controul : ND 10 1 
1 if | Quick Boy, fill Glaſſes Brimmer deep, I Mi 
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When grizly Death, who, with full ſpeed, 
Comes on to Mow us down, 
- Has laid Me in the Dreary Tomb, 


I then ſhall have but too much Sleep. 


Men are very much in the wrong, to 


| offer to the Dying nonè but ſad, melan- 


— 


choly, and diſmal Obje&s. Were it not 


better, ſaid the Abbot De St. Real, in his 
poſthumous Works, to give them all the 
Entertainments they are capable to reliſh? 
Nature muſt be agreeably flatter'd when it 


begins to faint.  *Tis what Petronius deſign'd 


to hint, when deſcribing a dreadful Storm, 


he tells us how Ercolpus had a Mind to periſh. 


Ultimum hoc gaudium, ſaid he to Gito, fatis 
properantibus rape That is, Snatch away this 
laf Pleaſure. from Fate that baſtens our Ruin. 
A Man of true Senſe and Honour, does rat 
decline Pleaſure, when Wiſdom and\Diſcre- 
tion attend it: Why then ſhou'd we deprive 


of it thoſe that lye in the Bed of Infirmity ? 


Is there any State of Life, Fherein a Ma 


has more Need of pleafing and diverting 


Thoughts ? RO WE | k 
[ will conſult them in this Place, who are 
not govern d either by Prejudice or Cuſtom; 


and who muft allow that the 1dee of DEATH 


is not altogether inconſiftent/with Pleaſure. 
The famous Feaſt of Trimalchia, related by 


the Celebrated Author juſt before quoted, 
is a pregnant Proof of it: For there was in 


it a Silver Skeleton ſerv'd up, to raiſe the 
Mirth of the Gueſts, by putting them in 


Mind, that pleaſurable Hours Were ſhort 
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nd precious: This is one of thoſe artful 


Turns which Libertine Moraliſts ſometimes 
make uſe of, in order not to ſcare Self-love, 


and to oratify the Fondneſs moſt Men have 
for Life. I hope by this Time, my Reader, 


are ſufficiently prepar d to ſee People wha || 


{ported with DEATH. I were too happy, 
if I could promiſe my ſelf to be able ſo far 
to work upon them, ayes to ale one Wer 
ſuch encgllent Motels. 

. NY 9s 91 , e 1 1555 * ; e 
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0 1 A Pe. 8 
4 General Idea of. a Pleefun bear. 


: | IO TH [ N G ought. to affect us more 


in the Hiſtory of Great Men, than the 


of DEATH: For in my Opinion, © thoſe 

are the only Moments in which a Man can- 
not p put on a borrow'd Countenance. We 
diſguiſe our ſelves in the Courſe of our 
Lives, but the Mask, falls off at the Sight 
of DEA 7 H, and Man then appears, as it 
were, in a diſbabile. How great muſt his 
Surprize be at that fatal Moment! Every 
Thing buſies, without affecting him: Every 
Thing helps to deſpoil him of that pompous 
Outſide, which conceal'd him from himſelf. 
He finds ' himſelf alone, and without any 
' flattering Jdexs, becauſe he can no longer 


converſe with external Objects. This Proſ-J 


ſpe& however, is ſo far uſeful, as it gratifies 
our Curioſity, and Inſtructs ps. There's Ne- 
"Ts Bays N 7 an wore apt to be ix- 


9 » 7 Wo 


Nialner in which they bear the Approaches 


E 


e 


"of FREETHINEERS. a 


quiſitive about, than hom Men dye, what Speeches | | 

they make, what Looks, what Countenance they 

ſhew at that Moment; nor is there any Part 

Hiſtory, which I mark with" fo mur h Attentiq 

My frequent Quot ations of Inſtances of thit Rint, 
aa frow, that 1 periewarly Hell 6 
0 Subjett. 
= Þ TR perſwaded, that the laſt Heut of 
our Lives, is that on whi be ref. a true A 
went is to be made of allt 


* * 
- * * — * 
——— ß — 


— —— 1 * * 4 
— — — » — ” b PE. 
_ Rho ned 8 at. 3 8 n "us 2H . 
<< r 8 * 


— — ———————— . ̃]§—, ꝗ« NI. ]§ꝙéi. « « ] r TT.]. N —— 
5 * * —— „ * n | Y 


— — = 
> an 

S 2 q ; OA n 
—— DS d ta. i 


Were 
— — 
— - 


rr A 
— 


— 
SEES. > er a8 Sos. + ge : 
1 2 uf 3 83 — * 


— * — 
— — 


„ ſcilicet, als 4 
e dies homini ef — 


4 8 


ſay 8 Ovid:: For which Wits. an Aelent 

Philoſopher had referr d happy Creſus to that 

critical Moment. And indeed, how can one 

well judge of a dramatic Piece, before the 

Unraveling of the Plot? It is no very hard 
Matter for a Man to expoſe himſelf to 
Delth, when he has no Time to think 

on it; for in ſuch a Caſe, its Approach makes 
no Manner of Impreſſion. Nay, I will ven- 

ture to ſay, that Courage is often but a fair 
Outſide, which often covers a ſtupid and 

raſtical Ferocity. I am but little ſatisfied 

with the Notions Men generally entertain 

of Heroiſm : For they are the Product of 
Humane Vanity; and 'tis well known. that 

Vanity ſeldom conſults Judgment. The 

Image of thoſe Warriors, who, without 

RefleQion, dare all Perils, does not in the 

leaſt affect me; and I take far greater Plea- 

ſure in conſidering a Philoſopher, Who, un- 
 difturb'd, drops careleſly into the Hands of 

Death. There's a great Deal of Delica 
this ſort of Bravery, whereas common Felbur 
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38  Reflettions on the DERArF R 
.. >The Truth of my Aſſertion will readily be 
acknowledg d, if one reflects on the Death 
of Petranius. Of all Men living he had moſt 


Skill in Pleaſures, which Science always de- 

5 notes an exquiſite: Taſte; And I may freely 

aver, that no Roman ever underſtood fo well 
as he, the Art of entertaining a voluptuous 
ny - Court with new Diverſions. This gain'd 
mim the entire Confidence of the Emperor 
3 7X Nero, who made him abſolute * Umpire of 
1 Politengſs. and good Taſte. So genteel an 
11 Employment, ( far above a Maſter of the 
= Revels among us) ſuited very well with his 
7 | Temper: Free from Care, an utter Enemy 


= ze to Conſtraint, and preferring, as he did, ſoft 
Ez Jdleneſs before the Hurry of a buſie Life, he 
* was & moſt proper Perſon- to regulate the 
Sports, publick Shews, and Feaſts, in which 
- __ Neve uſed to unbend his Mind, and refreſh 
_ himſelf after the Fatigue of Buſineſs. 

© To judge of the Merit of Petreniut (ſays 

the Ingenious and judicious Monfieur de Se. E- 

vre mond) I will uy examine what Tacitus 

F2 _ © ſays Þ of him; and certainly he muſt have 
_ 5-8 © been one of the fineſt Gentlemen in the 
——— 
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* Arbiter Elegentiarum, fays Tacitus 
IT Ii Dies per ſomnum, nox officiis & ablectamentis 
vitæ tranſigebatur, - utque alios induſtria, ita hunc ig- 
navia ad famam protulerat; habebaturque non ganeo & 
= | Profligator, ut plerique ſua haurieftium, ſed erudito 
Ss. Jaxu. At dicta factaque ejus quanto ſolutiora, & 
= | _ _ quandam (ui negligentiam præferentia, tanto gratids in 
ſpeciem ſimplicitatis accipiebantur. Proconſul tamen 
Hiihyniæ & mox Conſul, vigentem ſe ac parem negotiis 

oftendit : Dein revolutus ad vitia, feu vitiorum imi- 

ratione, inter paucos familiarium Neroni aſſumptus eſt 
Elegentiæ Arbiter, dum nihil amœnum, & molle affluen- 
ta putat, niſi quod Gi Perronius approbaviſſet. Unde 
£ invidia Tigelizi, quali adverſus æmulum, & ſcientia you 
„ LO AFR "DV 7-4 | . n 


Es | 


we 


- x * | 


© World; fince he forced ſo ſevere anHiftorian 
© to renounce his natural Aufterity; and to 
© enlarge with Pleaſure upon the Commen- 


dation of a voluptuous Perſon. Not but 
| © that, a Luxury ſo exquiſite ſhew'd as great 
S © Delicacy of Genius, as it did of Reliſp. 


© That Eruditus luxus, that Arbiter elegantia- 
© rum, is the Character of an Ingenious Po- 


. © liteneſs, far enough remov'd from the groſs 


© Bxtravagance of a vicious Man. Nor 
© was he ſo poſſeſs d by his Pleaſures, as 
to be made unfit for Buſineſs ; and that 
* Tranquillity of Life he ſo much ſtudied, 
© did not render him uncapable of Publick 
* Employments. He had the Merit of a 
* Governour in his Government of Bzthynia, 
© the Virtue of a Conſul in his Conſulſhip : 
But inſtead of making his Life a Slave to 
e e e INC 


* 8 r 1 A. at 


luptatum potiorem. Ergo crudelitatem Principis, cuz. 
cæteræ libidines cedebant, aggreditur, amicitiam Stevinz 
petronio objeQans ; corrupto ad judicium ſervo, ademp- 
taque defenſione, & majore parte familiæ in vincla rapta. 
Forte illis diebus Campaniam petiverat Ceſar, & Cumas 
uſque progeſſus Petronius illic attinebatur. Nec tutic 
ultra timoris aut ſpei moras. Neque tamen preceps 
vitam expulit, ſed inciſas venas ut libitum obligatas, 
aperire rurſum, & alloqui amicos, non per ſeria, aut 
quibus conſtantiæ gloriam peteret. Audiebatque refe. 
rentes nihil de immortalitate Anime, & ſapientium 
placitis, ſed levla carmina & faciles verſus. Servorum 
lios largitione, quoſdam Verberibus affecit. Iniit-& 
rias, ſomno indulſit, ut quamquam coacta mors, fortu. 


Ite ſimilis eſſet. Ne codicillis quidem (quod plerique 
Pereuntium) Neronem aut Tigellinum, aut quem alium 


otentium adulatus eſt: Sed flagitia Principis ſub no- 
inibus exoletorum fæminarumque, & novitatem cujulq; 
upri perſeripſit, atque obſignata miſit Neroni,. Fre- 
itque annulum; ne mox uſui eſſet ad facienda pericula. 
. r ö „. Tacitus Annal. Lib. xvi. 
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R 43 RefleGions on the DRA T 
do, and centring all his Cares, and all his 
Joys there 3 Petranjns, who was of a Genius 
© ſuperior to his high Employments, made 

my ſelf after the Manner of Afontaigne, he 

As for his Death, having carefully examin'd 
_ © glorious: of Antiquity. In that of Cato, I 
rate Poſture of the Affairs of the Republick, 


much aſſiſted his Reſolution; and I can't 


. © dolence and Indifference in his. 


muss refined Taſte, ot which Perronius was not 


particular Tigelinus, who was conſcious of the 


: *% L 15 4 = 
2 uh * p 
Bug 


=. .< 


| his Dignity, as the greateſt Part of Men 


© them center in himfelf; and to explain 


— 


did nit renoutce the Man for the Magiſtrate: 
<. its. either Lan deceiv d, or it is the moſt 
find Trouble and even Anger. The deſpe- 


© the Loſk of Liberty, his Hatred of Ceſar, very 


tell, if his auſtere Humour did not degene- 
rate into downright Madneſs, when he n 
© tore out his own Bowels. Socrates acted tru- ſe 
*ly like a wiſe Man and with Indifference e- b: 
© nough : Yet he endeavour'd to aſſure him- ſ in 


_ © ſelf of his Condition in another Life, and ty 


did not: He was ſtill reaſoning about it tc 
© With his Friends in Priſon, weakly enough; | 
© and to lay all, Death was a conſiderable £ or 
Object to him. Petronius alone ſhew'd In- D. 


2 


grols Libertiniſm, grew diſguſted with Fetro- 


inſenſible, and thereupon was himſelf dis- 
guſted with the Court. His Enemies, and, in 


Advantages Petronius had over him in the Ma- 
nagement of Pleaſures, laid hold of that fa- 
_ vourable Opportunity to ruin him. Nor was it 
difficult for him to effect it: For the Empe- 
ror, now abandon'd to all Exceſs, could 10 

— ——— —- NR 
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longer bear fo nice a Witneſs of his 1 N 


Debauches: He was not ſo much troubled 


with a Remorſe for his Crimes, as touch d 
| with'a ſecret Shame for the Groſßfeſs of his 


preſent Pleaſures, when he reflected on the 
Delicacy of the paſt. Hereupon Perroniust 


thought it high Time to part with Life; and 
having compoſed that excellent Satyr, which, 


as imperfect as it has been handed down to 


us, commands the Admiration of all Judges 
of true Wit and Politeneſs, he went into a 


hot Bath, and caus'd his Veins to be open d. 


Nor did he ſpurn away Life haſtily; but that 
he might die leifurely and with more Eaſe, 
he had his Veins bound up, and then open d 
again by Turns; and all the while he talk 


merrily with his Friends, as he uſed to do, 


ſo that he expired without the leaſt Pertur- 
bation or Uneaſineſs. He not only went on 
in his ordinary Courſe of Life, giving Liber- 


ty to ſome of his Slaves, and cauſing others 


to be chaſtiz d, but gratify'd his Fancy with 
hat pleas d bim mot; and his Soul, even up- 
preferr'd ſoft Verſes tothe grave 


on the Wing, 
Diſcourſes oft hiloſophers. Idefy the moſt cen- 
ſorious Criticks to find out in this Death any 


the leaſt Circumſtance that does not denote 
an exquiſite and curiouſſy inured Intrepidity. 
Wherefore I will venture to call Petronius the 
moſt Ae Philoſop ber, and 'the. _ moſt Philo. 


This is an Inſtance 6 a vo oluptuons Exit) 


cha never can be ſufficiently admired : For 
we find in it neither the Anxiety of one that 
fears Death, nor the Concern of one who 


tegreks Life. Can a Man be too good a Huſ- 
wp: or Pleaſure, 35 to ha ve ſome in ſtore 


even 


bon, 
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42 K fleffions on the 'Dzxa TH ©. 
even at a. Time when every Thing that ſyr- 
rounds him, affords ſcaring and frightful Ideas? 
To do this a Man muſt be like Petroniut, who 
by long Experience had acquired the uſeful 
Art of extracting Sweets out of the moſt hit- 
ter and ungrateful I hings.. 
I deſpiſe tod grave and ſerious Deaths, 
whoſe: principal Merit confiſts in a ftrain'd 
Affectation. A ftarch'd and ſtudied Courage 
is not to be moſt eſteem d on thoſe Occaſions; 
for, in my Opinion, Indolence and Unconcern- 
edneſs becomes thofe beſt who part with Life. 
That Indolence I mean which is the true and 


firſt Sentiment of pure Joy; and as it re - 


ſults from the Tranquillity of the Mind, can 
there be any Pleaſure preferable to it? Iwere 
co blame to recommend it to Men of a ſul- 
len, ſaturnine Temper, who are pleas'd with 
Nothing, that is not grave and ſerious; and 
who would take it ill if one ſhould abate the 
Horror which Death ſeems to create, by in- 
geniouſly diverting their Sight from its 
- Nevertheleſs, tis certain that the moſt 
uſetul Knowledge a Man can attain, conſiſts 
in the right Managing the little Stock of in- 
ward and ſecret Satisfaction that Nature be- 
ſtow'd upon bim at bis Birth. Inſtead. of 
ſpending it wholly upon Hours of Pleaſure 
and Entertainment, he ought to reſerve Part 
of it for thoſe cloudy Moments wherein 
Melancholy and Uneaſineſs get the Aſcen- 
dant, in fpite of him. This, perhaps, is 
the only Caſe wherein Avarice may be ac- 
counted a Virtue. „„ 


The Ancients generally ſpeaking, look'd 


upon it as a yoluptuous E. 
e expired 


KY 
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ch, when they 


| of FREETHINKERS. 43. 
exp ired in the Arms of thoſe they aig 5 
E The grave, the judicious Pindar beꝑg d 
of the Gods to . him what was moſt 
pleaſing in Life ieted him to 
die leaning his Read o on If Lap of a Friend 
he tenderly cheriſh'd. This puts me in Mind 
of the famous Angelo Politianus, one of thoſe 
1 Virtueſi whom Laurentio de Medici honour'd 
e with his Eſteem and Friendſhi ip of which 
: he ſeem d not undeſerving, either upon the 
wp” Sore of his great Literatute, or of the great 
d 


* 1 


Care he took to reſtore ancient Authors: 
n Employment, however, which would 


1 


3 2 a Man no great Reputation in our Age, 
n | wherein Compilers are no longer in Vogue. | 
3 But beſides theſe Qualifications, Politianus 
L Was au excellent Poet, of which he gave a 
h memorable Inſtance. Notwithſtanding the 
d Violence of a Feyer that raged i in his Veins, 
e be compoſed ſome Stanza's of a Song in the 


# Praiſe of a young Grecian, who had lodg'd at 
ts | His Houſe; after which he got up, and be- 5 
to play on his Lute, in ſo tender and io 
6 +" Manner, that he expired before he had 5 
ts made an End of the ſecond Stanza. | 
1 "OY 1916 ſeriouſ] of Hean a reaſonable Man i in 
ea 


is or at any Time e ee k him 'of his ordinary 
c- Chearfulneſs. 5 n 
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12 Of the INDIFFERENCE which ſome 
* f 5 | = "| n 11 ; Cr | 4 ' "5% | 
an Learned Men have ſhem d at DEATH. 


* Man contracts in the Commonwealth 
Bs” of Learning a kind of careleſs Indolenc', N 
? 


which, in ſome Senſe, ſeems not to be whol- 
ly. deftitute of Vivacity; which, perhaps, || 
proceeds from the uncommon Habit one con- | the 
tracts in it, of ſeeing every Thing with his || 
own Eyes. This Habit, which in Modern £ 
Engliſb is call'd FREE-THINKING, inſenſi- 
bly brings a Man acquainted with the falſe £ 
Glittering, and empty 2 of the World, and 1 v 
_ eaſily gives him a Diſguſt of it. When once thu. 
a2 Man comes to make uſe of his Reaſon, e 
: converſes with Mankind, but never gives up | <]} 
himſelf wholly to them. And, indeed, vain H 
and diſtracted with Paſſions as the Generali- } 4 
3.48 do they deſerve that one ſhould 1 
fondly. court a frequent Intercourſe with | 
them? Full of theſe Ideas, a Philoſopher 8 / 
{ports with Death: He careleſly goes whi- || 
ther ſo many Thouſands are gone before him, | +5 
and whither he will be follow'd by ſo many 
+ Thouſands more. One of our beſt French Po- clud. 
ets hasvery well expreſs'd this Thought inte 
four following Verſes, which he causd to be f| 
a put up over the Door of his Cloſ ett 
N 7. 


Tas deſperer & de me plaind ieee 
Des Grands, de E Amour, du Sort, 
Cleft ici que patient la Mort, 
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1 That it 
No more of Great Men Fll complain, a 
Nor follow, Love's, or ferne Train; N 
But here wait to give up my Break. 
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Nor fearing, nor defiring Pub. 


This vas alſo, the Thought of Martial in 


| Lund, Ks te — : . 2 K + id 


Summum nec neruas Diem, nec optes. ® 
f > 9 3.3 


Which the celebrated Mr. ene n. 4 
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> , | | dy. * 


© Be atxfod, dad: plead with what Thou art, 


c Act cheaxfully and well th allotted Part; ; 
6 Enjoy the preſent Hour, be. thankful for the OY 
A5 And nejcher fear, nor vin th A Approaches of 92 


48 N. 44 
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was likewiſe of the ſame Mind: For he ra 
fludes his own HTN in this N 7 
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Ehis knowi 
_ tempt for Life, that he 
Thing towards\ the Cure 
that conſumed him for a long Time; * 


ting the finiſhing Hand to it, he was ſurprized 


in all Ages. 


* 8 TT N 
* 
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At Deaths s Approwth, * „ 


Vor did Monfieur Bale diſdain 2 up als 
with that indifference, to which heſcemi'd t6 Wat, 
be . by his Character of a Wit and a Philoſs- 
A 9 not eaſily maintain d, in 
He had © great a Con. he 

lefted to do anyſſ 
p g Frum aK 


which, however, did not hinder him from 95 
ing on with a dithcult Piece of Work, full o 
critical Diſeuſſions, which he had undertaken 
againſt Monfieur le Clere. One Night he ſat 
up very late to reviſe it, and as he was put. 


by Death. I very much queſtion 'whethe Ti 


any other Paſſion can carry us ſo far, as eitherg-om: 
the Love of Knowledge, or Rivalſhip- in 


8 
| ul, 
Rte! 
dtate 
Is thi 
N quire 
of wi 
In 


Learning ; If I can be Now's to call that 
Paſſion which has employ/s d the great. Mes 


The Life of certain Men ;o-fall of Origi 
nal Strokes; and We may obſerve even 
their moſt ordinary ARions an Air of Superi 
ority that beſpeaks our Admiration. But ti 

rincipally a the Approach of Death, tha 
t wy 2 as it Vers, to muſter up all th 


Strengt 
ons — — — 


22 the Entretiens de D & de Haxime * 
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Strength. and Farce of heir Minds, in üer 


to make an honaurable Exit. Monſieur 
Tebirnaus, a famaus German, who has not 


Modern Geometry, as he was giving up the. 
pbaſte, ſpoke, anly theſe, Words; Triumph, 

ictory, Victory! As if he had given publick 
WDemonſtrations of the in ward To he felt at 


oſe Inis heſt Friend, by acquainting them with 
- inllis approaching Death; which Piece of N 


ews 
on he wrote to them in a jocoſe Manner, and 
anyſvith leſs. Concern, than if he bad been to 


r venſtake a Journey. This remarkable Paſſage 


„ 


11 of®tudy ; and we have till ſeveral Orations of 


kenfſbis Compoſing, wherein he endeavour'd to 
, aſſmitate the Politeneſs that ſhined in the Court 


put of the Emperor Aiguſtus, whoſe: Reign is 2 


edffamous Epoch for ingenious Compoſures. 
hell To return to the Indifference which is ſo 
thellcom mon in the Common- wealth of Learn- 


p in | ge What is it but an exquiſite: Senſe of the 
9 


eternal Objects, in order to fix it in a quiet 
state? However this Tranquillity of the Soul 
s the Reſult of a kind of Study, that re- 


"A 
Men 
rigi 


n 
periſpf which, therefore, few Men are capable. 
at til In my Opinion, the fineſt Stroke of Indif- 

tha 
11 the 


ON ee | 
ng, and Free-Thinking. One Day he main» | 
TTV | tain d, 
a % 


contributed the leaſt to the Advancement of 


his laſt Moment: Which fort of Joy is 
upfonly known to-Phjloſaphers, As for the cele- - 
| toſſprated, Zongolias, he thought he ſhould oblige 


Poul, which ſerves to deaden the Vivacity of 


ſjvires more Meditation than Reading; and 


erence we can gather from the Aucients, is 
wing to the Philoſopher Pyrrho, one of the 
oſt ſtrenuous Sticklers for the Art of Doubt- 


Reich Aue l » 1105 * 


tain'd, That *tis almoſt the fame * 

to live or to die: Why then, ſaid ſome Body 

— him, 4% you not di? Why,” anſwer d he, © 

ler auſe I ſee no Maier of Different betwizt Life * 

and' Death. This Repartee is natural: And 
Beauties that are owing to Nature firike at 
ürſt Sight i ont CE HE BY denen AY 

Let us add to the Deaths beforententioind 

that of Jerom Cardan, a famous Ialian, which 

has an uncommon Air of E ravagance : If 0¹ 

properly ſpeaking one can call any Thing ex-. 

travagant in Man, whoſe Conduct is general: 

ly continued Piece of Grotesk. Neri, and an 

SF unexhauſtible Stock ot Whimſies. Io re- 

turn to Curdan, he is ſo well known by his 

Follies and Misfortunes, that ſhall forbear 

ſpeaking of his Perſon. As for his Writings, 

we find in them many Thoughts that ſhew 

him to have been a perfect Original; and 

ſuch Sallies as can only be the product of 2 

mad Brain. He had, above all Things, 2 

great Veneration for Ocult Sciences and A. 

ftrology ; and having calculated his own Na- 

tivity, and found he was 'to die on a certain 

Day, in order to juſtify his Aſtrological Sy- 

ſtem, he abſtain'd from Food; and took his 

Meaſures ſo right; that his Prediction was 

| happily confirm d. He was, * it ſeems, ſo 

. nice in the Punctilio, that he would not out- 

live his Prophecy, left he ſhould- be twitted 

with it, which would have diſgraced his Pro- 

feſſion. If the Admirersof Aſtrology ever take 

the Pains to give the World the Hiſtory of the 

moſt RENTON Aſſertors oy "oe Ty ſurely 

. "7 PO * N "Cord 

nme oe ESR = the! 
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Carden will deſerve the firſt Place amongſt 


em, and I doubt whether any Body will en- 
8 . 1 . | 


* 


yy him for it. 
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CHAP. V. 


Obſervations on the DEATH of DE. 


MOCRITUS, and of PoMeontus Ar- 
—_— Set Ss 


T "HE Pyblick are apt to imagine, that the + 


1 Lives of Philoſophers ought to be full 
of rare and Jays 
which Suppoſition, they take a great deal of 
Pains to find out ſomething wondertul in all 
their Actions; and are pleaſed with Fables 


if Realities be wanting, This is a Refining 


of Self-loye, which, in ſome Meaſure, re- 
lieves Ignorance ; and which either depreſſes 
to the loweſt, or exalts to the higheſt. There 
is upon this Score abundance of Falſheods in 
Diogenes Laertius, and the other Writers of 
Philoſophical Hiſtory; at which 1 am not at 
all ſurpriz d: For it is no eaſie Matter ex- 
actly to come at of relate Truth, when a 


- * 


Man is ſure to pleaſe by diſguifing it. 
I ſhall not take notice of the fabulous Sto- 
ries that have been broach'd concerning De- 
mocritus; bot h becauſe they would carry me 
too far; and becauſe 1 were loth to ſay any 
Thing to no Purpoſe; which is unavoidable, * 
When one has a Mind to apologize for ano- 

ther, eſpecially about Trifles. 1 opel ſhall 
hetter pleaſe the * by giving a 1 
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elves above the Prejudicesof the Vulgar, 
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33 Reflections on the DEATH | 
| Idea of his Character: He was a Man that 


lived in Retirement. and Obſcurity ; loyed 


nothing but Meditation and Speculation 
and therefore was moſt proper to unfold the 


My fteries of Nature. The Habit he had 
contracted to turn every Thing into Ridicule, 
does him a great deal of Credit; and, indeed, 
the Contemplation of the World can not 
but afford Matter of Mirth and Raillery to 


a Philoſopher. When one conſiders the 
Jempers, Humours, and Actions of Men, 


is it poſſible to forbear laughing at them? 
All their Lives are ſpent in going backwards, 
and forwards; reſtleſs Purſuits after unpro- 
fitable Things; and little or no Attention 
for thoſe that are neceſſary. -_ 4 
Let's return to Democritus : When he found 
himſelf unable to bear the Inconveniencies 


of Old Age, he reſolv'd to quit Life : At 


which his Siſter being alarm'd, ſhe deſired of 


him to put off his Death, ar leaſt, till the 
Feſtival of Ceres, that laſted Three Days, 
was over. To gratify her, he caus'd a Pot of 
Honey to be brought to him, and out of 


meer Complaiſance, was contented to live a 
few Days longer, after which that Wife Old 


Man cheartully abandon'd himfelf to Death. 
In my Opinion there was no Reaſon to charge 
him with Magick. T he Character of a Free- 
Thinker which Lucian beſtows upon him, ſeems 
to contradi& what ſome other Authors, too 
credulous, have written on that Subject. 1 
ſuppoſe 85 Age Democritus lived in, was 
much like ours; I mean, that natrow-wit- 
ted, unthinking People gave themſelves the 
Liberty to attack 1 who raiſed them- 
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my Mind is no ſmall Commendation. 


of FRE E- THINK ERS. 51 
I am now to ſpeak of Pomponius Atticus: 
He was Cicero's intimate Friend, which in 
| Nice 
and Delicate in his Manners, and agreeable 
in his Societies of Pleaſure, he purſued that 
ſoft and refined Voluptuouſneis which be- 
comes Men of Honour, Being wholly ad- 


_difted/ to Letters, he would never meddle 


with Publick Affairs; but tho? he embraced 
no Party during the Civil War, and fided nei- 


ther with Ceſar nor Pompey he was equally e- 


ſteem'd by both. And, indeed, true Merit 
is always fteverenc'd, even in a Mortal E- 
o | bit 350 141] 
Atticus ever enjoy d a perfect Health: But 
being ſick, and advanc'd in Vears, he caus'd 
Agrippa his Son- in-Law, and two or three 
more of his Friends to be call'd to him, and 
told them, That having found all Means praftis'd 


upon him for his Recovery to be in vain, and that 


all he did to prolong his Life did alſo prolong and 
aigment his Pain, he was veſolv'd to put an End 
both to the one and the other, deſiring them to ap- 
prove of his Deliberation, or, at leaſt, not to loſe 


their Labour, im endeavouring to diſſwade him. 


Now having choſen to deſtroy himſelf by 


Abſtinence, his Diſeaſe was accidentally cur'd 
that Way, and the Remedy he made uſe of 
to kill himſelf, reſtor'd him to his perfect 
Health. His Phyſicians and Friends rejoyc- 
ing at ſo happy an Event, and coming to con- 
gratulate with him, were ſtrangely diſap- 
pointed, it being impoſſible for them to 
make him alter his Purpoſe; he telling them, 


That he muſt one Day die, and that being noto ſo 
far on his Way, he would ſave himſelf the Labour 


of Beginning again another Time. This great 
Man, having diſcover'd Death at Leiſure, 
H 2 - Was. 
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32 Reflections on the DuartH 
was not only not diſcouraged at the Ap- 
proach of it, but provok'd it: For being ſa- 
tisfied that he had engag'd in the Combat, 
he conſider'd it as a Piece of Bravery, and 
that he was oblig'd in Honour toſee the End: 
And, indeed, tis far beyond not fearing 
Death, to taſte and reliſh it. Hiſtory fur- 
ther acquaints us, That as his End drew near, 
his Chearfulneſs ſeem'd. to encreaſe; which 


mes he felt himſelf; in ſome meaſure, ſu- 


riour to Life, by his fo freely parting with 
2t. Every Age. affords us but few of ſuch 
rare and intrepid Men ; who, nevertheleſs, 
are very neceflary to bring us acquainted 
with our Weakneſſes. 3 
Notwithſtanding the Reaſons of a Modern 


Critick, I thought I had juſt Grounds to de- 
ſcribe Atticus as a Man of Honour, tho' per- 
| haps he was only ſo by Conſtitution. Thoſe 


Virtues which flow eaſie from one's Nature 
and Temper, are very agreeable in Conver- 
ſation, and civil Society: And who knows, 
after all, whether there are any other? If 
there be, they are not very common; and 


yet theſe are moft to be valued, as contribu- 


ting moſt to the general Good and Benefit of 


; Mankind ; 


'P. 


What TIME is belt for a Man to DxE is 


QUCE is Man's Deftiny that he cannot 
long be happy. Fortune wheels about 


with ſo great Rapidity, that one can ſcarce 


have a Glimpſe of her Favours; and her Incon- 


ftancy is ſuch, that ſhe cannot fix any where 
ſo as to compleat a Man's Happineſs. On the 


other Hand, there are, perhaps, too many 
People to pleaſe; and her Stock is not ſuffici- 


ent to anſwer the Cravings and Demands of 


every Body. This is at leaſt, the Excuſe is 
made for her; but yet whoever ſhall dare to 


take her to Task, and inquire into, the Parti- 


al Diſpenfation of her Favours, would do a 

notable Piece of Service to the Publick. 
To ſpeak more ſeriouſly, too glittering a 

Fortune, is ever ſhort lived ; and often the 


Forerunner of Diſgrace. Experience, which 


ſometimes aſtoniſhes, and ſometimes recti- 
fies Reaſon, is a ſufficient Voucher of this 
Truth; and therefore Death is at ſome 
JunRures defireable, in order to avoid cer- 
tain Misfortunes. Fow many Men have 


complain'd that they had lived too long by 


one Day? Nimirum bac una die plus vixi, mihi 
quam vivendum fuit, ſaid Laberins in one of his 
Paſquils, Which RefleQion, tho' made by a 
Comedian, has often been repeated by Men 
in the higheſt Stations. And, indeed, the 
Space. of one Day, ſometimes blaſts the 
brighteſt Name, and ſullies the faireſt Repu- 
tation. How many Stateſmen and Com- 

Ee | manders 
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 * Reflections on the DERAT H 


manders would ſhine in Hiſtory among great 


Men, had they dy'd, the one after a ſucceſs- 
ful Negotiatich: the other after the Gaining 
of a Victory? Qftentimes the leaſt ill Suc- 


| ceſs has been ſufficient to daſh out of Men's 


Memories all the 1 Actions of their 
Lives. 

Love has ofrentinies made his Votaries wiſh 
to dye, after they had receiv'd diſtinguiſh'd 


Favours from tkeir Miſtrefles : At leaft, if 
we may believe the Poets, who in theſe Mat- 


ters are the greateſt Blabs in the World. 
Witneſs what follows out of Petronius. 


Qualis Nox fuir illaz Dit, Deaque | ! 
Quin mollis Thorus! Hel Ius Calentes, 
* t 2 hinc &5 bine Labellis 
Errantes Animas. alte ſane. ; 


Martalis Ego ſee perire. cæpi. 


. That is. . — 
Who can the Charms of chardleſt Night declare ! 
H uw ſoft, ye Gods, our warm Embraees were! 

* Our wanton Limbs, like curling Ivy twin'd 3 
By eager Lips our wand*cing Souls were joiw'd ? 
Away all Cares — glad iy a to live, 


Since Joys like theſe, I can in Death receive. a 


Þ 


A Wiſe nnn advisd Diagevas to 
follow the ſame-Courſe on the Day his Three 


Sons were a at the Olympic Games. 
As 


* 1 . 
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Fa 


of FREE-THINKERS. 55 
As he ſaw that the People crowded about 
that Old Man with repeated Applauſe and 
Acclamations, and, throwing Flowers upon 
him, he made up” coldly to him, and told 
him; Dye, Diagoras, Dye, for thou art too Hap- 
py to Live any longer. And indeed, he dyed a 
few Minutes after, with Joy and Extaſy in 
| the Arms of his Sons. If it be true, accord- 
E ing to the Syſtem of the Ancients, that the 
Gods do but lend us Life, they cannot give 
| us more pregnant Proofs of their Love, than 
g by taking it back in favourable Circumſtan- 
ces. How many Sorrows and Vexations are 
we thereby exempted from !_ 5 
Cicero, ſpeaking in the Praiſe of one of his 
Friends, thought fit to account it Part of his 
good Fortune, that he was Dead before the 
Misfortunes that befel the Roman Common- 
Wealth. Ii Rempublicam Caſus ſecuti ſunt ut mihi 
non erepta a Diis Immortalibus L. Craſſo Vita, 
e donata Mors eſſe videatur. Tully ſpoke here 
like a True Patriot; and indeed it may be 
I averr'd in general, that no Nation ever car- 
ried Publick Spirit, and the Love of one's 
N Country, to a higher Pitch than the Romans. 
The Divine Virgil has made an ad mirable 
Uſe of Ciceros Thought, in relation to Craſ- 
fas, in the Eleventh Book of his Æneis, 
where Evauder deplores the Death of his Son 
Pallas, in a moſt affecting Manner, and ex- 
tols the Happineſs of his Conſort, who dyed 
before that Mis fortune. 5 e 
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Primitiæ juvenis miſere, bellique prepinqui = 


hree | Pura rudimenta, & nulli exaudita Deorum 
mes. 


A Peta, preceſque mee ! tuque d Send lima Conjux, 


Falix Morte tus, neque in bunc ſervata Dolorem ? | th 
a — | Contra : 1 


356 Reflections on the DE A TH 
Contra ego vivendo vici mea Fata, ſaperſtes 


W Virg. En. Lib. XI. 


Thus Engliſh'd by Mr. Dryden : | 
2 O curſt Eſſay of Arms, dilaſtrous Docks; 
£ Prelude of Bloody Fields, and Fights to come! : 
c Hard Elements of unauſpicious War, 
Vain vous to Heav'n, and unavailing Care ! 
« Thrice Happy Thou, Dear Partner of my Bed, 
* Whoſe Holy Soul the Stroke of Fortune fled : 
« Preſcious of Ills, and leaving me behind „ 
To drink the Dregs of Life, by Fate aſſign d. 
4 Beyond the Goal of Nature I have gone; 
* My Pallas late ſet out, byt reach'd too "VP 


This were a proper Place to ſpeak of thoſe 


that dyed with Exceſs of joy: But that it 
would lead me from the Principal Obje& I 


have in View, which is to Inſtruct my Rea- 


ders; whereas a bare Recital of Hiſtorical 
Paſſages, wou'd only ſerve to amuſe them. 


In my Opinion, whoever ventures to write 


for the Publick, ought to pick out ſuch 
choice SubjeQs, as naturally afford Matter 
for Reflections. Tis this that wets Wit, 
and gratifies our Vanity, when we reap all 
the Honour and Profit of a Piece of Work, 
without having had any Share in the Labour 
of Compoſing it. However, as there are 


Curious 
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- Curious of all ſorts, I ſhall refer to Valerius 

| Maximus, and Pliny the Natural Philoſopher, 

ſuch as are deſirous to have an exact Account 

of the Ancients that Dy ed by Exceſs of Joy. As 

for the Moderns, I ſhall only mention Pope 

Leo X, who is known to have had a great deal 

of that Fire that excites great Paſſions, and 

which ſometimes makes them paſs for Vir- 

tues. As he was at a Country Seat, ſome 
Miles diſtant from Rome, a Courier brought 

him the News, That the French had been dri- 

ven out of Milan and Pavia, which he re- 
ceiv'd with ſuch a Tranſport of Joy, that he 
expir'd ſoon after: A Singular Death in a 

Pope 

Prudence teaches us, that there are cer- 

tain happy Moments for quitting a conſide- 

rable Employment or Office, and going off 

the Stage of the World with Univerſal Ap- 

plauſe and Efteem ; whereas if we ſtay ſome 
Hours longer upon it, People begin to be 
weary of us. It concerns a Wiſe Man, to 
know the Critical Time wherein to make his 
fe Retreat: But this Knowledge is not eaſily 
t | acquird ; for a Man muſt be continually up- 
+1 on his Guard to reſiſt the Suggeſtions of Self- 
Love; other wiſe who wou d admit this Judi- 
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I may apply to all Men indifferently, what 
| Horace applyed in particular to Poets who had 
a mind to grow Old on the Sacred Mount 
but *twere no great matter if we were ridi- 
culous only at a certain ge. 


8 
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relation to ANACREON, examin'd. 


1 

T Am glad F have in this Place, the Oppor- 4 
w tunity of faying ſomething to the Praiſe t 

of Anacre an. Of all the Ancient Poets, he is, N 
in my Opmion, the moſt ſoft and tender, and N 
was the beſt acquainted with refined and po- Fl 
lite Gallantry. His Verſes are full of thoſe ; 
agreeable Turns, that pleaſe True judges; Ad 
and his way of making Love, ſayvours more of De. 

our Age, than of that he lived in; which Ithe 

ſhews the Excellency of his Genius. Theſbec, 
Ancients had not the leaſt TinQure of Po- ny 
liteneſs; and notwithſtanding the great bj. 
Reſpect that's paid to them, Ewill venture toqnea 

ſay, they were as Clowniſh with the Ladies, rea 
as Men now a- days are Nice and Delicate. n it 

And indeed, it required many Ages to bring o 
the Art of Love to Perfection. 


/ . * 


lo 
T hope I ſhall be forgiven, if I ſhew an ex Ia 
traordinary Concern for the Reputation oÞþN; 
Anacreon: For I look upon him to have beende 
one of thoſe great Men, who are born onlyſurj 
to. leaſe. Palerius Maximus has beſtow'd tu 
Noble, and uncommon Encomium upon my | 
| 1 wh 


'S 


” r Poop mktied — 
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when he ſays, That Nature abundantly ſhew'd 
her Liberality to Anacreon, by endowing him 

wit h a Poetical Genius, and granting him an eaſie 
Death. He couples thele two Advantages | 
together: But, with Submiſſion, the latter 
Is preferable to the firſt. A Man ſometimes 
repents being a Poet; but tis ever well for 
him not to have Time to regret Life. As 
for the reſt, Valerius Maximus's Thought re-, 
liſnes very well with me. As to Anacreon 
let no one imagine that he was a Poet by 
. Trade: Being ofan Amorous Temper, and a 
„ Paſhonate Lover of good Cheer, he beſtow'd 
upon Study no more Time than he could 
ſteal from his Pleaſure. And indeed, there 
runs through all his Compolures, a careleſs 
Air; that made his Company courted by all 
the Polite Men of Greece; Which Air was ſo 
Natural to him, that he was drawn like a 
Man half Drunk, who began to play on the 
Flute... 5 | 
Every one feels with Pleaſure, what an 
ges ; Advantage it is to dye with Eaſe. An eaſy 
re of Death is, as it were, the Image of Life: For 
nich Ithe Point that ſeparates one from the other, 
The ſÞecomes thereby imperceptible. If there be | 1 
f Po- ny Difference, tis only occaſion'd by the _ I 
at Pbjects that ſurround us at that Inſtant. I 14 
ure tolnean, fad and melancholly Objects, which 1 
adies,ſreate in us the like Reflections. For DEATH 
cate h it ſelf has nothing diſmal; tis like the 
o bringHMoment we fall aſleep, Why then, ſo much 
do about ſo common a Thing? - 
an ex lam not unacquainted with the Celebrated 
tion ol tage of the Engliſh Sophocles, the Immor tal 
e beeifaleſpear, who makes his Prince Hamlet diſ- 
rn onliſurſe in this manner about DEATH, and a 
Wd ure State, 7 12 3 c To 
ye! 
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+ To be or not to be, that is the Queſtion, 
© Whether *tis Nobler in the Mind to ſuffer 
© The Stings and Arrows of outragious For- 

tune, 
Or to take Arms againſt a Sea of Troubles, 
© And .by oppoſing end them: to Dye, to 

© Sleep 

© Nomore; and by a Sleep to ſay we end 
© The Heart-ach, And the thouſand Natural 
„ „ 

That Fleſy is Heir to; tis a Conſl mmation 
© Devoutly to be wiſh'd ; to Dye to Sleep: 

© To Sleep perchance to Dream— 
TTT the Rub; 
For in that Sleep of "Death, what Dreams 
+ © may come, 
© When we have ſhuffled off this Mortal Coil, 
MãMuſt give us Pauſe; there's the er vy | 

That makes Calamity of ſo long Life! 
For who would bear the Whips and Scorns 
. © of Tine; :. 

© Th Oppreſſor's Wrong, the Proud Mans 
Contumely; 
The Pangs of deſpisd Love; the Law 
—_ Re 
The Inſolence of Office and the Spurns, 
That patient Merit of th unworthy takes 
When as himſelf might his Quietus make 
© With a bare Bodkin? Who  wou'd Farde 
© bear 
< To groan and ſweat under a weary Life 
But that the Dread of ſomething aft 
© Death, © 
£ The undiſcover'd Country from whoſe Bo 
S. No Traveller en puzzles t he ys 
' _ 


: 
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© And makes us rather bear thoſe Ills we have, 


Then fly to others that we know not of. 
Thus Conſcience does make Cowards; 

© And thus the healthful Face of Reſolution 
© Shews Sick and Pale with Thought, — 


But, notwithſtanding theſe Sublime Rex 
flections, I hope I may be allow'd to ſay, 
without a Crime, that ſuch a DEATH is de- 
ſirable, as is the Image of Life: For I mean 


only a Life free from Hurry, Slaviſh' Atten- 


dance and Guilt; and- therefore a DEATH 


exempt: from Perturbation, Remorie and 


Fear. 


1 : n * 
2 


—C 
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Jocular Expreſſions of AuGusTus, RABE- 
Lis, and MALHERBE, 44 the Point of 


3, 


DEATH. 


T is ſometimes no unprofitable Service to 


the Publick; the making them ſenſible, 


that thoſe they call Great Men, differ from 
the reſt only by their Art of Concealing their 

efeas, or by their Choice of Shining Vices. 
A grea deal of Cunning and Addreſs this 


ay, is often their ſole Merit: And I am 
perſwaded, that many an Action, which for 


ſeveral Ages has been admired, would appear 
contemptible, if the true Motives of it were 


known. The World is but a Grand Bubble, 
which may, at any time, be Trick d, with no 


great Diſficulty or Pains. However, there 
are certain Meaſures to be kept with it; 
thoſe who manage and trick beſt, are ac- 
counted Great Men; and others are gene- 
rally forgotte. The 
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The Emperor Aipuſtus was one of thoſe 

who beſt knew how to diflemble his Defe&s. 

* Skill din the refin'd Politicks, which Machiavel 


has reduc'd into an Art, he conceal'd his Am- 
bition under fair Pretences. Tho? in Appear- 


ance a faithful Obſerver of the Laws of the 


Triumvirate, his only Aim was to make him- 
ſelf ſole Maſter of the Empire. No Man 


ever underſtood better than he, the Art of 
improving all Accidents and Advantages that 
offer d; which certainly is the moſt neceflary 


Qualification for Governing.“ Unlike the 


Princes who are contented with being dreaded, 


| Auguſtus was rather ambitious of being /ov'd 


and eſteem d. In order therefore to win the 
Hearts of the whole Commonwealth of Rome, 
he offer d to lay down his Dignity of Empe- 
ror: Which feign'd Moderation was attended 
with univerſal Applauſe. Being naturally 
inclin'd to Pleaſure, he lov'd Peace and Re- 
pole, and encourag'd Learning. His Court 
was polite and agreeable, and in a Word, the 
Rendezvous of all the Wits in Europe. The 
Virgils and the Horaces were admitted to his 


Intimacy and Favour by their bare Merit ; 


and with ſuch great Men Auguſtus reliſh'd 
the ſweeteſt Enjoyments of Life, being him- 

ſelf a true Judge of Pleaſure. Suetonius aſſures 
us, that the Sickneſs of which he died, did 

not in the leaſt deprive him of his natural Jo- 
cundity and good Humour; and that * on 
| 8 the 
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* Supremo Die identidem inquirens, an jam de ſe 
Tumultus fpris eſſet, petita ſpeculo, c:p'llum fibi co- 
Et amicos ad- 
miſſos percuntatus, Ecquid ijs videretur mimum vitæ 


mi, ac malas labentes corrigi præcepit. 
commode tranſegiſſe, ad jecit & clauſulam. 
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the very laſt Day of his Life, having call 'd 
for a Looking-glaſs, he caus'd his Hair to be 
comb'd, and the Defects of his fallen Cheeks 
to be repair'd: After which he ask'd his fa- 
miliar Friends, who had been admitted into 
his Room, Whether he had been 42 good Player, 
and ated well his Part of Life? And as to be 
ſure, they ſeem d to affent, he clos'd the Jeſt 
with a Greek Verſe, importing, | 
Now clap your Hands, and joyfully applaud. 
This was a Form generally 'us'd at the End 
of a Play; and with it Auguſtus diſmiſs'd his 
Friends, and ſoon after expir C. 
We may here take Notice of Petronius's 
Say ing, Mundus univerſus exercet Hiſtrioniam. 
That is, All Men are Players: For, indeed, 
they all appear on the Stage of the World in 
their Turns, and ſome are hid of, and 
others applauded, according to the Caprice of 
the Spectators. I fay Caprice, for Reaſon 
dares not be ſo bold as to decide the Matter. 
The laſt Words of Rabelais are not unlike 
thoſe of Auguſtus; .at which I do not wonder: 
For, Rabelais was a profeſs'd Droll, and an 
excellent Original in that way of writing, 
Which conſiſts in an odd Medley of Jeſt and 
Earneſt, Serious and Comical.' Some perhaps 
in theſe latter Times, have done him too much 
Honour, by endeavouring to find a Myfte- 
Ty in every Thing he wrote: But be that as 
eto ety EE It 


1— 1 K —m— —— * — — — * 


Omnibus deinde dimiſſis, dum advenientes ab Urbe 
de Druſi filia ægra interrogabat, repente in oſculis Li- 
vie, & in hac voce defecit: Livia noſtri conjugii memor 
vive, ac vale, ſort tus exitum facilem, & qualem ſemper 
optaverat. Nam fere quoties audiſſet, cito ac nullo 
cruciatu defunctum quempiam, ſibi & ſuis, Eugwariay, 
ſimillem (hoc enim verbo uti ſolebat) precabaturgs 
Suet. in Cæſ. Auguſt. | | 
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nal Du Bellay, who protected Rabelais in a par- 
ticular Manner. As ſoon as he heard he was 


the Farce is over. This Sally is worthy of one 


Poetry is indebted to him; for it changed to 


8 dorbirim,” 1 am going to look for a great May-be, Won. 


ver) al bim keep there. 
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it will, a Commentary upon that Author 
might pleaſe, if it were done by a maſterly 
Hand. I have read ſomewhere that Guy Patin 
had undertook that Piece of Work, which 
*tis Pity he did not perform; for certainly 
no Man was better qualify'd for it than he. 
Every Body gratefully remembers Cardi- 


ſick, he ſent his Page to him, to have an Ac- 
count of his Condition: An uncommon Com- 
pliment now-a-days in Perſons who either 
are, or think themſelves to be much above 
others. Rabelais was ſome time merry with 
the Page; but finding on the ſudden, that 
Death drew near, Tell my Lord; ſaid he to him, 
in what Circumſtances thou ſeeſt me 3 I am Þ jufÞ 
going to leap into the Dark, He's upon the Cock th 
loft, bid him keep bits - he is. As for thee, 
thou le always be a Fool. Let down the Curtain, 


who excell'd in the Art of Jeſting 3 and | 
doubt whether the preſent Age, tho far more 
Learned than that Rabelais liv'd in, could 
teach him any thing that way. 

We have dwelt long enough upon tha };; 


Death of the Two Great Men before-mentif{l wh 


on'd, let's now pats on to that of Malherbe bei 
one of the firſt and greateſt Maſters of tru he 
Wit and Taſte in France. Monſieur Boiled ma; 
Deſpreaux has made us ſenfible how much ouff ſtra 


o The 
Aut 


les 


EE. The French ſays, Je ven vais ehoredibs' - un gray 
Peut etre; il eſt au nid de la Pie, qu'il gn tienne. That | 


or Uncertainty} He's in the Mag Ne ; N (or in c 
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on the ſudden, and became regular, whereas 
it was unruly and looſe before him. Malherbe 
4 had a happy Genius, fit to explore and pur- 
; ſue untrodden Ways: His Thoughts were 
iv noble > he drew his Objects in a lively and 
affecting Manner: In ſhort, he was born with 
A £2 Qualifications which Horace requires in a 


ar- Poet, 

* — Cui mens divinior atq; 0s 

5 Magna ſonaturum, des Nominis bujus honorem. 
her That is, 


vich To him a Sacred Poet's Name aſſign, 
Whole Voice is lofty, and whoſe Strain Divine. 


ju] Kacan, a Man of Quality, and a Wit, at 
Cock} the fame Time has left us the Life of Mal- 
thee herbe, written with an Air of great Sincerity. 
tain We may in it obſerve, with Pleaſure, that 
t oneſl he was become a Philoſopher, eſpecially ſince 
and the Death of his Son; and during his laſt 
mort} Sickneſs, he gave notable Proofs of his being 
could} a Stoick. An Hour before be died, ſays Racan, 
he ſtarted, as it were, out of his Sleep, to correct 
bis Landlady that nurs'd him, about an Expreſſion 
which to him did not ſeem to be good French; and 
being check'd for it by his Confeſſor, he anſwer'd, 
Ie could not help it; and he would to the laſt 
maintain the Purity of the French Tongue, A 
ch ouſfſtrainꝰd Inſtance this is of a nice Ear, and not 
hangeQto be found in any of our Modern Puriſts ! 
Ol Thoſe who are acquainted. with our French 
Authors, know well enough which of them I 
un $1mean. 
086 Malherbe had no extraordinary Value for 
? u CMfoetry, altho' he had ever apply d himſelf to 
1 * K that 
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that Way of writing: And ſome Body com- 
plaining one Day to him, That only Soldi- 
ers, and Men of Buſineſs, were encourag d 
and rewarded, he frankly own'd to him, he 
was not in the leaft ſurpriz'd at it, adding, 
That in his Opinion, a Poet was no more profitable to 
a State, than à good Player at Nine-pins. | will 
not wholly approve this Compariſon, which 
offends too many at once : But I will ven- 
ture to ſay, That it ſeems ſomewhat ſtrange 
to me, that there ſhould be in the World a 
particular Art of telling Lies and Fables. 


- 


8 
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C H A P. IX. 


A remarkable Paſſage in Suetonius, about 
the Death of the Emperor OTHO. 


H E illuſtrious Imitator of Theophraſtus, 
T (Monſieur de la Bruyere) has in his new 
Characters propos d a curibus Problem, which 
yet remains unreſolv'd; viz. What Kind of Ge- 
nius is moſt proper for a Man to make his Fortune? 
This Queſtion becomes more difficult and in- 
tricate every Day : For, there were never be- 
fore in the World ſo many contemprible Upſtarts 
advanc'd to Honours and Preferments, with- 
out Merit; in which Reſpect our preſent Age 
will make but an odd Figure with Poſterity, 
if they happen to be wiſer than We. Be that 
as it will, all Kingdoms and Nations afford 
Inſtances of extraordinary Exaltations, alto- 
gether owing to Chance; which may ſerve as 
well to encourage flaviſh Fools to run after 
Fortune, as to confirm the wile in their 
Contempt of it. 8 


The 


brought in as an Inſtance. 
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The Roman Empire has often ſeen Men of 
obſcure Birth rais'd to the Throne by the 
blind Caprice of Fortune: Of which Salvius 
Otho, one of the Firſt Twelve Cæſars, may be 
The ſhameful 
Marriage of his Great-grand- father, and the 


Emperor Tiberiuss Amour with his Grand- 


mother were the T wo Springs of his Adyance- 
ment: And, indeed, Immorality ſometimes con- 
tributes as much asVirtue, to make a Man ſhine 
in the World. How many do we ſee, now- a- 
days, whoſe Advancement is owing to Crimes? 
Otho had none of the eminent Qualities 
that are requiſite in a Sovereign. Being ti- 
morous by Nature, he never Turſt put him» 
ſelf at the Head of his Army, in order to fight 
Vitellius, his Competitor. His Cowardice ru- 
in'd his Intereſt ; and the Fear of falling alive 


into the Hands of a cruel Enemy, made him 


reſolve to kill himſelf; which Suetonius relates 
in this Manner, . 

2 Soldier having brought to Ortho the News 
of the entire Defeat of his Army, and not 
finding Credit with him, being on the Con- 
trary, charg'd with Impoſture, or Cowardice, 
drew his Sword, and kill'd himſelf, toprove 
the Truth of his Relation. The Emperor, 
ſtruck with Horror at the Sight of it, vow'd 
he would no more be the Occaſion of any 


Body's Death; and turning to his chief Courti- 


ers,defir'd them to give him their beſt Advice, 
After ſeveral Proteſtations of Confidence and 
Affection, he went into his Cloſet to write 
Two condoling Letters: to his Siſter. He 
likewiſe thought himſelf under an Obligati- 


on. to burn ſome private Papers, and to di- 
ſtribute among the moſt faithful of his 


K 2 5 Do- 
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Domeſticks all the Money he had in his 
Pofleſſion. 2 
While “ he was thus preparing for, and 
ſully bent upon Death, there aroſe a popu- 
lar Tumult; and Ortho taking Notice that 
| ſome who began to withdraw from him, were 
ſtop'd as Deſerters; he ſaid theſe very Words, 
Let us add this Night to our Life, for bad thoſe 
about him to offer the leaſt Violence to any; 
and cauſing his Chamber-door to be kept 
open 'till Night, gave free Acceſs to any Bo- 
dy that deſir d to come to him. After this, 
having quench'd his Thirſt with a Glaſs of 
Water cool'd in Ice, he took two Daggers, 
examin'd their Edges, put the keener of the 


two under his Pillow, went to Bed, and 
leaving his Door open, had a very ſound Sleep, 


without the leaft Diſquiet. [hen waking 
about Break of Day, he ſtabb'd himſelf un- 
der the left Pap. Some of his Servants being 


run in, at the firſt Groan they heard he ex- 


pir'd, ſometimes covering, ſometimes unco- 
vering his Wound. TR 
Thus died Otho, ever weak and irreſolute, 


except the laſt Day of his Life; which ap- 


pears 


* n 1 R Fy nn 
a _ 


* Atq; ita paratus, intentuſq; jam morti, tumultu 
inter moras exorto, ut eos qui diſcedere & abire cœp- 
tabant, corripi quaſi Deſertores, detineriq; ſenſit: 
Adjiciamus, inquit, vite & hanc nodte m, his ipſis, toti- 
demq; verbis, vctuitq; vim cuiquam fieri: & in ſerum 
ulq; patente cubiculo, ſiquis adire vellet, poteſtatem 
ſui præbuit. Poft hæc, ſedata ſiti gelidæ aquæ potione, 
arripuit duos Pugiones, & explorata utriuſq; acie, cum 
alterum pul vino ſubdidiſſet, foribus adopertis arctiſũ- 
mo Somno quievit. Et circa Lucem demum experge- 
factus, uno ſe trajecit ictu infra lævam papillam : irrum- 
pentibuſque ad primum Gemitum, modo celans, modd 
detegens Plagam, exanimatus eft, | „ 
A N Sue to. in Otho. 
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pears ſomewhat ſtrange to me: For, he only 
began to be a great Man, whereothers gene- 
rally ceaſe to be ſo. 


„ 


G HA r. X. 


Of ſome Ladies that ſported with DEATH. 


Don't look upon Intrepidity as the Fa- 

vourite Virtue of the Fair Sex: For, ſoft 
and endearing Paſſions, which are fallen to 
their Share, ſeem to render them incapable 
of exalred Heroiſm. Nor am Hat all ſur- 
pris d at this; for Perſons whoſe Character 
chiefly conſiſts in Gaiety and Sprightlineſs, can 
hardly take up with ſublime Virtues. The 
Ladies, who are generally tender by Nature, 
and Coquets by Reaſon, make the Art of Plea- 
ling their chief Study and Excellence. In- 
ſtead of deſigning to impoſe on Men by an 


AﬀeQation of Courage, they think it a Point 


of Honour to ſhew ſome Weakneſs. We 
were to blame, ſhould we condemn them for 
it; ſince a Fair one triumphs, even when ſhe 
However, altho' the Ladies have no great 
Occaſion for Intrepidity, yet we find ſome- 
times amongſt them, Heroins, Philoſophers, 
and even Wits, and Free-Thinkers : Which 1s 


wing to the firſt Impreſſions that are given 
hem; for, in general, Perſons that have moſt 


ivacity, are moſt apt to be prepoſſeſs d. 
Ancient and modern Hiſtory mentions but a 
mall Number of Women that have ſported 
vith Death; one of the moſt remarkable of 
yhom is Mademoiſelle de Limeuil, Maid of 
__- „%%% wigs Honour 
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70 RefleFions on the DEATH 
Honour to Catherine de Medicis, Queen of 
France. In her blooming Years ſhe made her 
ſelf known at Court by her Jeſts; and even 
by ſharp Lampoons full of true Attick Salt: 
For, an Author of thoſe Days aſſures us, That 
ſhe had a fluent Tongue, and 4 ready ſarcaſtich 
Wit. And, indeed, no Place in the World 
affords more Subject Matter for Satyr than 
the Court; were it only for thoſe Coxcombs 
of Birth and Quality, who admire the Tinſel 
of ſome modern Writers, beyond the Ster- 
ling Lines of Horace and Virgil. 7 
I cannot better conclude what I deſign to 
ſay concerning Mademoiſelle de Limeuil, than 
by making Uſe of Brantome's own Words, 
© When (ſays he) the Hour of her Death drey 
near, ſhe call'd to her one of her Servants, 
© Fulian by Name, who play'd very well on 
the Violin, and told him, Julian, take your 
© Fiddle, and play on to me, till you 1 me quitt 
© dead, the Defeat of the Switzers, (a Tune { 


- © calld) and when you come to the Words, All's 


gone, play them four or five Times over, as doi. 
© fully as you can. Which Julian did accor- 
* dingly, whilſt ſhe accompany'd him witt 
© her Voice; and when they came to Alli 
© gone, ſhe repeated it twice, and turning t 
© the other Side the Pillow, ſhe ſaid to het 
© Companions, All's gone now, indeed, and ſ 
© expired. Mademoiſelle de LZimeui! had 
Siſter who was a perfect Beauty, but wh 
came far ſhort of her in Point of Wit. Suc 
is the Deſtiny of moſt excellent Things, tha 
they ſeldom, or never, go together; ot hic 
however, we have no Right to complain. 
A ſmall knowledge of the 1 emper of t 
Ladies ſuffices to acquaint us, that they pr 
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| fer being handſom, and ſomewhat fooliſh, to 


the being witty and ugly. Queen Elizabeth 
was not tree from this general Sentiment of 
her Sex: For, notwithſtanding. the Pride of 
a Throne, ſhe condeſcended to make a con- 
ſiderable Preſent to a Hollander, who had 
barely commended her Beauty. We may 
hers obſerve, by the Bye, that Self-conceit is 
inſeparable from Humane Nature; and I even 
doubt whether tis not an eſſential Part of its 
Character. I'm ſure, at leaſt, that whoever 
ſhould be deſtitute of it, would, at beſt, be 
qualify'd to live in the imaginary Republick 
of Plato. | | 85 

do not pretend to arraign in this Place, 
the Memory of Queen Elizabeth: I own with 
Pleaſure, that ſhe was born with thoſe Ex- 
cellencies which other Princeſſes acquire on- 
ly by long Study. Jealous of her Dignity, 
and skill'd in the Art of making her ſelf both 
lov'd and fear'd, ſhe ſhew'd as much Cou- 


rage during her Life, as ſhe did Indifference. 


at her Death. If we may credit the ſecret 
Memoirs of a famous Talian, call d Vittorio 
Siri, that great Queen ſitting on her Bed, her 
Eyes fix'd on the Ground, and one of her 
Fingers in her Mouth, ſent for her Muſici- 
cians in Ordinary, and heard them play to 
the very laſt Gaſp, with unexpreſſible Joy. 
We ought not to cenſure a Lady for procuring 
to her ſelf at the Approach of Death, all the 
innocent Pleaſures her Fancy can think of; 
ſince ſhe thereby removes Ideas that over- 
whelm humane Nature. An agreeable Avo- 
catjon of Thought is often an infallible Re- 
medv againſt Sorrows. _ TS 
I Leg Leave to add to the Death of * 
ned Elixa- 
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Elixabeth, that of Anne Bolen her Mother. 
No leſs famous by her Diſgrace than by her 
Exaltation, ſhe deſcended the Throne only 
to mount a Scaffold. A few happy Days coſt 
her an ignominious Death: And indeed, tis 
ſometimes dangerous to be a Favourite of 
Fortune, who ſeems to delight in play ing un- 
lucky Tricks. Anne Bolen nad a long Time 


poſſeſs d Henry VIII's Affection and Efteem; 
but the amorous, fickle, and cruel Prince, 


grew, at lait, diſguſted with her, and enter- 
tain'd a ſecret Love for the Lady Jane Seymour, 
who had all the Charms of Youth and Beau. 
ty. The unfortunate Queen us d all poſſi- 
ble Arts to blow up an expiring Flame in his 


Breaſt: But what thro' his own Diſguſt, what 


thro the Suggeſtions. of her Enemies, the 
King was Chang'd; and inſtead of being 
warm'd by her Careſſes, he began to conſider 
them as Artifices to varniſh over ſome other 
criminal Affection. The King's Fury againſt 
her increaſing, in Proportion with his new 
Love for Fane Seymour, Anne Bolen was com- 
mitted to the Tower, try'd for Form-ſake, 


and condemn d to Death. In this Condition 


ſhe gave memorable Inſtances of Unſteadi- 


nels of Mind: The Confuſion ſhe was in, 


upon her being ſent to Priſon, rais d a Storm 
of Vapours- within her; ſo that ſometimes 
ſhe laugh'd, and at others wept, exceſ- 
fively. She was allo devout and light by 
Turns; and ſometimes ſhe ſtood upon her 


Vindication, and at others ſhe confeſs d 


tome Indiſcretions, which ſhe afterwards de- 
ny ' d. In her {ſerious Humour ſhe wrotg a 
Letter to the King in-a high Strain both of 
natural Wit and Eloquence, in her Juſtifica- 
7 tion, 
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tion, that it may be reckon'd one of the beſt 
compos'd Pieces of that Time: But the King 
being inflexible, ſhe prepar'd her ſelf for 
Death with great Devotion, and expreſs'd 
great Joy and Pleaſure at the Approach of it. 


| Being brought on the Scaffold to be behead- 


ed, ſhe ask d, Whether the Executioner was 4 


Aan of Skill in his Profeſſion, for ſhe ſaid, She 
| had a little Neck: And being anſwer'd, he was 


very adroit, ſhe laugh'd very heartily ; and 
then returning to her Devotion, ſhe ſubmit- 
ted to Fate. I own, theſe Sallies of Mirth 
and Gaiety, upon ſuch an Occaſion, are ſome- 
what odd and extravagant: But who knows 
not the Saying of one of the Ancients, That 
Nullumeſt magnum ingenium ſine mixtura De men- 
tie: That is, There's no great Genius without 4 
Mixture of Folly ? 
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. p. XI. 


Of ſome remarkable Paſſazes of the LIFE, 


EATH, or CHARACTER of the Dutcheſs 
ef MAZARIN, Monſieur de dt. EVREMOND, 
the Dake de GRAMMONT, and Mademoi- 
ſelle de ! ENcLos. 


H E Name and Adventures of the Duteh- 

1 eſs of Maxarin have made ſo great a 
Noiſe in the World, that twere prepoſterous 
in me to enter into a long Detail concerning 
her, in this Place. But 1 cannot forbear ta- 
king Notice of ſome Paſlages mention d in the 
Life of Mr. de St. Evre mond, Which are yet 
very little known. She was brought to France 
8 N 5 1 
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at Six Years of Age, and being endow'd with 


perfect Beauty, and all perſonal Accompliſh- 
ments, and the Heireſs apparent of the vaſt 
Riches which Cardinal Mazarin, her Uncle, 


had treaſur'd up during his Adminiſtration, Þ 
ſhe became the Object of the ſecret Wiſhes 


of the greateſt Men in France, and even of 
Sovereigns. The Exil'd King of England, 


Charles Il, having repair'd incognito to Fuenta- | 
rabia, in the Year 1659, While the Peace be- 


tween France and Spain was treating there, he 


could not prevail with Cardinal Mazarin to ff 


grant him an Interview; and all that Mini. 
{ter could be brought to condeſcend to, was 
to meet, as by Chance, with the Marquis of 
Ormond, and confer with him. The Mar- 
quis made ſeveral Overtures to encline him 

to eſpouſe the Intereſt of his Royal Maſter, 
and, among other Things, propos'd a Match 
between that Prince and Hortenza Mancini, 
his Niece, afterwards Dutcheſs of Afatarin; 
but that Miniſter, who thought the King of 
England's Reſtoration deſperate, would not 
| hearken to it. King Charles Il, was not diſ- 
courag'd by this firſt Denial: and obſerving 


that the Cardinal had concluded the Peace it 


ſo much to his Satisfaction, he thought he 
would now be more tractable. The French 
Court was then returning to Paris; but King 
Charles would not wait *till they had reach'd 
that Place; and as ſoon as they came to Thou- 
louſe, he diſpatch'd Mr. Berkley, afterwards 


Earl of Falmouth, to the Cardinal, to propoſe 


the *foremention'd Match a Second Time, 
Mr. Berkley apply'd himſelf to Monſieur 4: 
St. Evre mond, Who introduc'd him to the Car- 
dinal: But that Miniſter was ſo thoroughly 
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perſwaded, that his Britannick Majeſty would 
never be reſtor'd to his Kingdoms, that he 
wav'd all Overtures of that Kind. However, 
as ſoon as he ſaw him ſettl'd on the Throne 
of his Anceſtors, he repented his having re- 
jected the Offer of a Match, ſo glorious to his 
Family, and ſo adyantagious to his Niece; 
and endeavour'd to renew the Negotiation 
about it. The better to ſucceed in it, he en- 


gag'd the Queen Mother of England to croſs 


the Sea, under Pretence of a congratulatory 
Viſit, upon the Reſtoration of the Prince her 


Son ; bur, in Reality, to acquaint him, That 


the Cardinal was entirely diſpos d to grant 
him all that he could deſire. King Charles 
look'd upon this Change in the Cardinal, as 
an additional Happineſs which Fortune had 
in ſtore for him; and entertain'd with no 
leſs Satisfaction the Thoughts of a Portion 
of above Twenty Millions of Livres, than of 
enjoy ing one of the moſt beautiful Perſons 
of the Age; when he ſaw all his Hopes daſh'd 
ft a ſndden: For, a ſtrong Oppoſition was 
orm'd on this Side, againſt that Match, as 
elow ſo great a Potentate, and inconſiſtent 

ith his Intereſt. In ſhort, to uſe Mr. de St. 
Evremond's * Expreſſions, A King reſtor d re- 
nember d the little Regard that had been ſhewn 
0a King dethron d; and they rejected at London 
he Offer that was not accepted at St. John-de-luz. 


ach d /hereupon the Cardinal marry d his Niece 
Thou, the Duke de la Milleraye, on Condition 
10 Bhat he ſhould change his Name into that of 
uke Mazarin. The beautiful, witty, and 
ay Lady, not being able to bear the ill Uſage 


as 3; 3 ſhe 


> Car- 
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. See his F uneral Oration of Madame de Mazar in. 
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ſhe receiv'd from a jealous, peeviſh, ſuperſti- 


tious Husband, after {everal ſhort Separations 
and feign'd Reconciliations, ſhe, at laſt, with- 
drew out of France, and retir'd into the Duke 
of Savoy's Dominions. She had for the Space 
of Three Years liv'd at Chamberry in a kind 
ot Solitude, when a Party in England grew jea- 
lous of the great Aſcendant the Dutcheſs of 
Portſmouth had gain'd over King Charles II. 
whoſeNiniſters being choſen by her Influence, 
acted rather according to the Inſtructions ſhe 
receiv'd from a foreign Court, than conſonant 
to the true Intereſt of their native Country. 
Having, in vain, try'd ſeveral Methods to re- 
medy this Evil, they,at laſt, concluded there 
was no better Courſe to take, than to endea- 
vour to work the Dutcheſs of Portſmouth out 
ol the King's AﬀeQion, by ting up againſt 
her a Rival, who, in Gratitude, could not but 
be in their Intereſt ; and the Dutcheſs of Ma. 
zarin being thought very proper for their 
Purpoſe, (for ſhe out-ſhin'd the other both in 
Wit and Beauty) an Invitation was ſent her 
to come to England : Which ſhe accepted the 


more readily, by Reaſon of the Death of the 


Duke of Savoy, that happen'd at that very 


Time. Her Memoirs inform us, That that] 


Prince had formerly deſign d to r marry her; 
\ 
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1 ſhall quote the whole Pa 2e the more willingly, be- 
cauſe it confirms Part of what J ſaid, Fortune, ſays Ma- 


————ͤ — 


dam de Mazarin, Who had a Mind to make me the moſt 


unfortunate Perſon of my Sex, began with a Shewof 
raiſing me to a Throue, and did all ſhe could to make 
me hate the Match ſhe deſign'd for me, by the Com- 

ariſon of thoſe with which ſhe flatter'd me at firſt. 

owever, I may ſay I was not dazzled by thoſe illuſtri- 
ous Matches that were offer'd me; and Mr. Mazarin 
durſt not ſay, he ever obſery'd in me the leaſt Vanity 


and, 
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and, indeed, he gave her, during her Exile, | 
ſo many Marks of his Favour, that the — | 
Dutcheſs of Savoy conceiv'd ſome Jealouſy of 15 
it. That Prince, ſays Mr. de St. Evre mond, N 
had entertain d the ſame Sentiments about her, as Ft 
did all that beheld her. He had admir'd her at 1 


Turin, and this Admiration with the Dutcheſs of | Hl: 
Savoy paſs'd for downright Love. A jealous and | if 
moroſe Impreſſion produc d a diſobliging Vſage f 140 
her who caus d it; and this was a ſufficient Reaſon | li 
for Madam de Mazarin to leave a Country,where 
the new Regent was abſolute. She arriv'd in En- 
gland towards the End of the Year 1675, and 
the King no ſooner ſaw her, but he was ſtruck + 

| again by ber Beauty, and more in Love with 

| her than ever. He immediately beſtow'd 

upon her a Penſion of Four Thouſand Pounds 

a Year; and ſhe would ſoon have gain d the 

Aſcendant over the Dutcheſs of Portſmouth, 
and her Cabal, if, through 4 Weakneſs, which 

: is but too common with her Sex, ſhe had not been 

betray'd by her own amorous Inclination, 

r and yielded her Heart to the young Prince of 

: Monaco, who in the Year 1676, came into 

- England. ns . | 

7 Mr. de St. Evremond, who was privy to the 

th Myſtery of the Dutcheſs of Max arin's coming 
to London, and had even ſome ſhare in it; and 


2 

51 : who 
. above my Condition, All the World knows the Over- 
- tures which, at ſcveral Times, were made to marry me 
th with the King of England: And as for the Duke of 
f Savoy, you know what was mention'd about it, in the 
e Journey to Lion,; and that the Buſineſs broke off, on- 
- ly upon the Score of the Cardinal's obſtinate Refuſal to 
. abandon Geneva, in Conſideration' of this Marriage. 
i- MEMOIRES de Madame la Ducheſſe de Mazarin, p. 11, 
L 12. 


y . + Ste Madam de Mazarin's Funeral 0ratjon. 
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who beſides had a great Eſteem and Affecti - 


on for that Lady, us'd all his Rhetorick both 
to diſlwade her from ſo fatal an Amour, and 


to turn her Inclination towards the King. F 


But all his Infinuations were ineffeQtual : 
The Prince of Monaco had the Preference ; 
and Madam de Mazarin, regardleſs of the 
great Part ſne might have acted in the Brir:ſh 
Court, did ſo far engage with him, that the 
King's Patience was tir'd out ; and that Mo- 
narch carry'd his Reſentment ſo far, as, for 
ſome Time, to cut off the Penſion he had gi- 
ven her. Mr. de St. Evremond jeer'd hervery 
ingeniouſly about the Fickleneſs and Indiſcre- 
tion of her Conduct in the following Verſes, 


| Which could not be well underſtood, with- 


» 


out the foregoing Key: 
Hl ne vous reflois ah qua regner ſur les Mers; 
Votre nouvel Empire embraſſe P Unzvers, 

Et de nos j ſles fortunces 
Vous pourritne des Mortels regler les Deſtintes "Fu 
Plus puiſante aujourd huy que netoient les Remains. 
Vous feriex des Sujets de tous les Sourverains 5 
Si vous n apportie⁊ pas plus de Soin Gd Elude, 
Pour votre Liberté que pour leur Servitude. 
That is, 

The Empire of the Sea alone remain 'd, 
And that you've in your new Dominion gain'd. 


The Univerſe were yours: Our happy Iftes 


Their Fate would wait, or from your Frowns or Smiles; 


More 


por cu 


indeec 
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/ 
More pow*rful than the Romans were of Old, 
All Kings alike you'd in Subjection hold; 


| But that you ftrive with greater Care and Pains 


| Your Freedom to preſerve, than fix their Chains. 


Monſieur De St. Evremond, who was a true 
| Judge of Merit, devoted himſelf intircly to 
the Dutcheſs of Maxarin, valued her Con- 
verſation above any other's ; and loſt no Op- 
| portunity that offer'd to commend her: And 
| indeed, if the Memoirs that go under her 
| Name, are of her Compoſing, ſhe may be 
ſaid to have wanted Nothing, not even the 

Title of a Wit. | 
What ſhe declar'd at her Death, and her 
conſtant refuſal to admit either a Catholick 
Prieſt, or a Proteſtant Divine, to pray with 
her, ſhew that Irreligion was too deeply 
rooted in her Heart. I'll content my felt 
with ſaying, that ſhe expir'd as careleſs and 
unconcern'd, as if all Things were to have 
ended with her. Monfieur De St. Evremond, 
her faithful Panegyriſt, who dy'd almoſt in 
the ſame manner, has given us the following 
Character of himſelf After having read, 
© ſays he, the Epitaph of Count De Gram- 
mont, if thou art Curious to know him that 
© made it, | ſhall give you his Character. 
He's a Philoſopher equally averſe to Super- 
ſtition and Impiety ;, a Voluptuary, who has 
no leſs Averſion for Debauchery, than Incli- 
nation for Pleaſure; one who never felt the 
Preflure of Indigence, and was never ac- 
quainted with Flenty. He lives in a Con- 
dition deſpis'd by them that have 1. at | 
| om - 4 
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only culls out what's Ridiculous in them, % 


Command; envied by thoſe who have 
Nothing; and reliſh'd by thoſe who place 
Happineſs in Reaſon. When Young, be 
hated Profuſeneſs, being perſwaded that 
Wealth is neceſflary for the Conveniencies | 
of a long Life; Now he's Old, he can hard- 
ly endure Thriftineſs and Oeconomy; be- 
ing of Opinion, that Want is little to be 
dreaded, when a Man has but little Time 
to be Indigent in. He blefles Nature, and 
does not complain of Fortune, He hates 
Vice; is indulgent to Faults, and pities I 
Misfortunes. He does not pry into Men's : 
Defects, with deſign to expoſe them, but his & 


to make himſelf merry with it. He has LOS 


a ſecret Pleaſure in finding it ont, and Quali 


would take a greater in diſcovering, it to 
others, were he not over-ruld by Diſcre- 
tion. Life, in his Opinion, 1s too ſhort to 
read all forts of Books, and burden one' 
Memory with abundance of Things, at the 
Expence of one's Judgment: He does not 
affe& the moſt Learned Writings to acquir 


or 
age, f 
696, ( 


Knowledge ; but the moſt Rational, tn, or 


fortify his Reaſon. Sometimes, he look; >7 
for the moſt Delicate, to refine his Taſteſthat he 
ſometimes for the moſt Entertaining, tea P 
enliven his Genius. To make up his Chao bid h 
rater, I only want to deſcribe him as tSogq © 
Friendſhip and Religion. In Friendſhiffþoys, 
he is more conſtant than a Philoſopher, anyho z 8 
more Sincere than a good natur d unexpeyun,, /; 
enc'd Young Man. As to Religion, with hulfob ,,, 


8 Euclo 
© Juſtice and Charity ſupply the Place Ne F. 
Of rigid Pennance and a formal Face, Pas re 


« Furn'd c 
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His Piety, without inflicted Pains, 5 
| Flows eaſie, and Auſterity difdains, 
| * GOD only, is the Object of his Care, 
© Whoſe Goodneſs leaves no Room for black Deſ pair: 


. Within the Boſom of his Providence, 


« He plac: s his Repoſ., his Bliſs, and ſure Defence. 


He alſo congratulated with Count Gram- 
mont, upon his Feſt with his Counteſs, during 
his Sickneſs. Hitherto, ſays he to him, you 
have been my HERO E and I your P H l- 
LO SOPH ER; we ſhar'd each thoſe rare 
Qualities ;, but now you have got the m both; for 
ou have robb'd me of my Philoſophy, I could 
Wr:ſh to be dead, fo I bad, ſaid dying, what you 
Laid agonizing ;, Counteſs, if you don t look to it, 
© YDangeau will rob you of my Converſion. ; 
ny For the right underſtanding of this Paſ- 
Wage, we mult obſerve, - that in the Year 
$696, Count De Grammont fell dangerouſly 
ill, of which the King of France being in- 
OForm'd, and knowing at the ſame Time, 
ſteFhat he ever profeſs'd Libertiniſm, his Ma- 
, teſty ſent to him the Marquiſs De Dangeaz, 
ho bid him take Care of his Soul and die like a 
5 Wood Chriſtian. Hereupon the Count,who was 
ſnifhought near expiring, turning to his Lady, 
an ho had ever been very devout, told her, 
pelÞounteſs, if you don't look to it, Dangeau will 
hub you of my Converſion, Mademoiſelle De 
' Enclos, having afterwards writtten to Mr. 
Je St. Evremonad, that Count De Gxammont 
as recover'd, and even ſeem'd to have 
Nurn'd devout; J have learn d, aniyer'd 
5 | | . 
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to her, with a great deal of Pleaſure, that Count 
De Grammont has recover'd his former Health, 
and gain'd new Devotion, Hitherto I contented my ſelf 
with being a downright Honeſt Man; but ſomerhing 
more muſt be done, and 1 only wait for your Ex- 
ample, te turn Devout. Jou live in 4 Country, 
that affords admirable Advantages for Salvation; 
where Vice is almoſt as oppoſite to the Mode, as to 
Virtue; and where Sinning paſſes for ill Breeding, 


and claſhes as much with Decency as Religion. 


It was formerly enough to be wicked. Now one 
muſt be a Scoundrel withal, to, be damn d in 
France. Thoſe who have not - ſufficient Conſide- 
ration for the other World, are led to Salvation by 
the Regards and Duties they lye under in this. 
Mr. De St. Evre mond did ſoon after congra- 
tulate with his Friend upon the News of his 
Recovery ; and in order to divert him, ſent 
him his Epitaph, at the End of which, he in- 
ſerted his own Character before-mention'd. 
He was, it ſeems more affected with the 


Death of the Dutcheſs of Mazarin, than with 
his own; for he ſhew'd no Regret for Life, 


tho' for above Fifty Years, he had made the 


Purſuit of Pleaſure his principal Study. He 
leapt blindfold (to uſe Montaigne s Expreſſion) 


into Eternity, without viewing, of reflect- 
ing upon it. In his laſt Sickneſs, what he 


lamented moſt, was the Loſs of his Appetite: 


And I have been inform'd, that one- about 
him, having ask'd him, whether he ſhou'd 
bring him a Prieſt to reconcile him with — 
T loſt my Stomach, ſaid Mr. De St. Evremond, 
interrupting him, Id fain be reconcil d with it. 
| Thoſe who have heard of Mademoilelle 

De I" Enclos, whom Mr. De St. Fvre mond call d 
the Modern Leontium, will be glad to be ac- 
8 -Quainted 

5 


I» 1 2 25 TY» 62000 ay 2 = 


c 
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nainted with va curious Paſſage concerning 
her. That Charming Perſon has made it 
appear, that there may be Delicacy, even in 
Libertmiſm. he was, by Turns, the Mi- 
ſtreſs of ſeveral Great Men at Court; but 
inſtead of playing the mercenary. ilt with 
her Lovers, ſhe ever profeſs'd an Ingenious 
Liberality, {till contriving what ſhe thought 
molt proper to raiſe Pleaſure, Nor was ſhe 
a Loſer by it: For all who courted her Fa- 
vours while ſhe was young, thought it a 
Duty incumbent upon them, to ſend her 


conſiderable Preſents, when Age had de- 


priv'd her of all her Charms : And the Duke 
Of — was none of the laſt. Mademoi- 
ſelle De Þ Enclor's Father had, by powerful 
Arguments, perſwaded her' to follow the 
Courſe of Life ſhe embraced afterwards : 
For being at his Death-Bed, and looking 
languiſhingly upon her, Daughter, ſaid. he, 
You fee all I have now left is only a ſad Remem- 
brance of Pleaſures that fiy from me. Their Poſ- 
ſeſſion was not long-liv'd ; and that's the only Thing 
Thave to complain of Nature: But alas! how un- 
profitable are my Complaints! You who are to ſur- 
vive me, improve precious Time; and be not Nice 
as to the Number, but only the Choice of your 
Pleaſures. „„ 

I tearn'd theſe Particulars from an Ingeni- 
ous Gentleman, who aſſured me he had them 
from Mademoiſelle De Þ Enclos herſelf. She 


was tRoroughly acquainted with all the Re- 


finements of a voluptuous Life, and was ex- 
tream jealousof her Repntation that Way. 
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CAA. XIII. 5 2 
n to what has been ſaid in the Tui 
VIIIth 2 Xth * foregoing Chapters: Pr. 


With Reflections on the Characters and mis 
Death of MaACHIAVEL, PERICLES, Bu- fei 


CHANAN, 42d Lats. | gat 
Dn | a 1 
„ = ty: 

H E bare naming of Machiavel is ſuffici- ] his 
ent to raiſe the Idea of an excellent 16 


Politician. Nature led him from his Youth Gs 
to ſtudy and retain what's moſt neceſſary Y In 
towards the making a compleat Stateſman, I the 
and engag'd him ſoon after, to enter the] [if 


| 


Cabinet of Princes, and examine the princi- his 
pal Motives upon which they act. Endow'd, got 
as he was, with a penetrating Genius, he 5 


1 . GR are Sant „ oone— 
oh — OI —̃ —œ 


could not but improve very much in that Þ Ag. 
Station : And, indeed, his Works plainly dre 
ſet forth what a Throne requires from a to! 
Sovereign, and what a Sovereign exaQs up 
from his Subjects. However, I will not af. ] jg 
firm that his Precepts always conſiſt with] gou 
Natural Equity. of! 
Machiavel, who was born at Florence, with qui 
a ſtirring Republican Spirit, con'd not wel] 5 
brook the new Government of the Medicis. fee « 
However, any Man of Senſe could not but ron 
jook upon it as a very dangerous Underta-| yi 
king to- oppoſe it; for at that Time, the leaſt 
Cauſe of Suſpicion was puniſh'd with as great] pas 
Severity as a real Fault; and *twas accounted ent 
a Crime, the having more Wit and Diſcern-ll © 
ment than others, — 
5 The 


_ 
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The great Opinion that was entertain'd 
of Machiavel's Abilities, was like to coſt him 
dear: For being thought the Contriver of 
a Conſpiracy that was form'd againſt Cardinal 
Julian de Medici, he was, by bis Order, Ap- 
prehended, and committed to. Priſon. He 
was ſeveral Months under Confinement, and 
his Enlargement was attended with the For- 
feiture of all his Eſtate : Whereupon he be- 
gan to inveigh againſt the new Tyrants. As 
a rigid Philoſopher, he prided in his Pover- 


his Spleen, without any Regard. DEATH 


it ſelf, which he expected with Impatience, 


ſeem'd to him a proper Subje& for Raillery : 
In which Fe ſhew'd more Reſolution than 


the famous Aretin, who, having Jeſted all his 
Life-time, had not the Aſſurance to do it at 


his Death, being ſunk into extravagant Bi- 
Sorry. J)) 
Superſtition is the Weakneſs of declining 
Age: And Great Men, with all their Ad- 
dreſs, find it ſometimes a very hard Matter 


_ to ſhake it off. Pericles, ho had always ſet 
up fora FREE-THINKERX, ſeeing him- 


ſelf given over by his Phyſicians, had re- 
eourſe to Amulets and magick Charms. One 
of his Friends coming to viſit him, and in- 
quiring about his Health: Judge you, ſaid he, 
what wretched Conditien 1 am in, from what you 
ſee about me; I muſt needs be very ſick, ſince I'm 
grown ſo Superſtitious. I ſhould think a Man 
truly wiſe, if he cou'd ſet himſelf above 
machinal Impreſſions and Perturbations ; But 
has Nature endow'd our Minds with tuffici- 
ent Force tor ſo hard a Task? | 


I paſs 
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I paſs on to the Death of Buchanan, in 
which, perhaps, more Courage will be found 
than in that of Pericles : Tho” the laſt Words 


of that Celebrated Greek, may pleaſe nice 


Judges, who know how to take them in a 
right Sence. Buchanan wrote with a great 
deal of Politeneſs; and his Hiſtory of Scotland, 
is, in its Kind, one of the fineſt Productions 
of the Moderns. Ti Matter of Vonder, ſaid 
Monſieur De Thou, that 4 Man who had hardly 
ſhook off the Duſt of a School, underſtood ſo well 
the Intereſt of Princes. Buchanan, who was a 


| Scot by Birth, came van young out of his na- 
] 


tive Country, and having travell'd many Years, 
return'd Home, to ſpend there the Remainder 
of his Days. His known Merit had procur'd 
him a conſiderable Preferment at Court; 
but he ſcarce began to taſte the Sweets of it, 


when a lingring Feaver bid him prepare to 


dye. He was not terrified at the Summons: 
And, indeed, a Philoſopher the more readily 
conſents to quit Life, in that he has ſcarce 


any Tye with external Objects. 


During the whole Courſe of his Diſtemper, | 


Buchanan refus'd to take any Medicine. Be- 


ing only intent upon conſulting the ſecret 


Springs and Motions of Nature, he aban- i 


don'd himſelf to an Inftin& aſſiſted by Rea- 
ſon ; and {till doubting the boafted Skill of 
Phy ficians. he openly derided them. It is 
even reported, that having been told by 
them, that Wine was mortal to him, he 
took a Glaſs in his Hand, and dyed repeat- 
ing this Elegy of Propertius. Le bly 


Cinthia prima fuis miſerum me cepit ocellis, 
. \ ev. © 2 
Contaftum nullis ante Cupidinibus. 


Tum mihi, &c. If 


allude 
the P. 


O ut 
Cum; 
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If ever the Publick comes to commend 
them who make an Exit agreeable to their 
Genius, and favourite Paſſions, it will readi- 
ly be allow'd, that Buchanan dy'd like a good 
Toper, and the famous Lais like a Lady of 
| Pleaſure: Which laſt Character is, per- 
haps, the more difficult of the Two, to go 
through. | 5 
Lais was one of thoſe Favourite Beauties, 
on which partial Nature profuſely beſtows 
thoſe Perfections, of which ſhe is ſparing to 
the reſt of her Sex. She was ever attended 
by a Crowd of Lovers, who purcbas'd at a 
high Rate the leaſt of her Favours; and be- 
ing perfect Miſtreſs of the Art of, Engaging 
and Captivating the Hearts of Men, ſhe 
conquer d even Philoſophers; a kind of 
ſavage and untractable Mortals, which Love 
has much ado to tame: But who can reſiſt 
his powerful Darts? And is not Wiſdom it 
ſelf forc'd to yield to the ſoft Allurements 
of a dextrous Cocquet? One may eaſily 
» | gueſs how Lais empley'd her Time: As a 
beautiful Woman, ſhe minded nothing but 
ther Dreſs; and as a Conqueror, ſhe daily in- 
I creas'd the Number of her Lovers. Old Age, 
which is generally attended with Grief and 
f Repining, did not in the leaſt affect her, or 
is make her change her Way of Living: For 
ſne expir'd in the very Enjoyment of thoſe 
e Pleaſures ſhe held ſo dear. I ſuppoſe Ovid 
c alluded to her Death, in the following Diſtrich, 
the Product of a Licentious Muſe: | 


O utinam Veneris poſſem langue ſcere motu ! 
. . | s 
if Cum moriar, medium ſol var & inter opus. 
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That 185 


O let me in Love's Extaſies expire, 
And melt away in Floods of kind Deſire. 


Nor was this Wiſh bat ing the Impiety of 
the Thought) extravagant, as to the Poſſibili- 


ty of the Thing: For, I remember a certain 
Knight, living not far from St. Fames's, 
who expir'd in the Embraces of his Wife. 


* —— 


C5 


OBSERVATIONS on thoſe who composed 
VERSES on their Death. Bed. 


HE World never wanted Poets, but 
there have been very few of them that 


expir'd in the Arms of the Muſes : Who in- 


deed, ſeem ſomewhat too gay, for ſo ſerious 
a Moment. However, the Emperor Adrian 


was of another Mind; and he, who had re- 
concil'd Philoſophy with a Throne, made the 


tollowing delicate Lines an Hour before his 
Ts. N | 


Animula, vagula, 1 
Hoſpes, Come, 15 Corporis, 
Quæ nunc abibis in loca, 
Pallidula, rigida, nudula, 

Nee, ut ſoles, dabis joccs 


that 
defy 1 
rors a! 
pole 
thein. 
Fre 
to ſot 
this C 
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Thus imitated by Mr. Prior. 
* Poor little, pretty, fluttering Thing, 
< Muſt we no longer live together? 
© And doft thou prune thy trembling Wing, 
© To take thy Flight thou knowft aot whither ? 
© Thy humorous Vein, thy pleafing Folly 
© Lies all neglected, all forgot; 
And penſive, wav'ring, melancholy, 
Thou dread'ſt and hop'ſt thou know'ſt not what, 


Through this gay Humour of Adrian one 
may perceive a great deal of Incredulity about 
the Affairs of the other World: He had, it 
ſeems, Judgment enough to doubt, but want- 
ed Roſolution to examine, why he doubted ? 
And, indeed, *tis generally by over-ſtudying 
Religion, that ſome Free-Thinkers are unhap- 
pily led from Scepticiſm to UVnbelief : So that 
it may be ſaid, That the Uncertainty many 
great Men are in, ſtands on the ſame Prin- 
ciples that ſerve to convince the Vulgar. I'll 
ſay no more on ſo nice a Subject. There are 
certain priviledg'd Errors in the World, 
that miay appear with Impunity, and even 
defy ſound Philoſophy : And this ſort of Er- 
rors are the more dangerous, in that Men im- 
poſe upon t hemſelves a Law not to confute 
them. x 

From the Emperor Adrian, let us paſs on 
to ſome learned Men who deſerve a Place in 
this Collection, The firſt who oceurs to my 
"6 N Mind 
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Mind is Eliſius Calentius, a celebrated Poet at 
the Court of Aphonſus King of Naples. He 
wrote with a great deal of Politeneſs, but on- 
ly for an Amuſement; and no Body ever 
knew better than he, how to enjoy the pre-! 


90 


ſent Time, or was more unconcern'd at the! 


future. He liv'd indeed, in great Poverty, 
having no other Revenue than the bare Title 
of a Wit : Which is ſufficiently teſtify'd by 
the Epitaph he compos d for himſelf, juſt be- 
fore he expir'd. oO 


Ingenium natura dalit, Fortuna Poets 


Defuit, atqz inope m vivere fecit Amor- 


| That is, 
The Bard was bleſs'd with Nature's ehoiceſt Store, 
But, wanting Fortune, Love ſtill kept him poor. 


Eliſius Calentius could not better draw his 
own Character, than by theſe Two Lines, 
which ſhine with natural Beauty. How 
many Poets there are in the World whom 
ſuch an Epitaph would fit as well as it 
did him! Paſſerat, for Inſtance-ſake, had no 
other Eſtate, than a great Reputation, which 
he purchas'd at a vaſt Expence: Nor did he 
ever care to get Money, for he valu'd ſound 
Knowledge,more than all the Wealth in the 
World. Theſe are Sentiments that will 
hardly be approv'd by any in the preſent 
Age; and whoever would now-a-days be fo 
bold as to maintain them in publick, would 
be accounted a Mad-man : So true it 1s, that 
there are but very few People that can com- 
prehend, that there is ſomething better for 
a Man, than the being rich! = 
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of FEREE- THINK ERS. gr 
To return to Paſſerat: He had a juſt Di- 


ſcernment, and both the Vivacity of an Ora- 


tor, and the Softneſs of a Poet, ſhin'd equally 
in him. He was one of thoſe Hominum de- 


nuſtiof um, Whom Catullus ſpeaks of, and which 
| cannot be well expreſs'd in any modern Lan- 
guage. Let thoſe who have perus'd his 
Works, and are ſtill affected with the Beau- 


ties of the Latin Tongue, be my Vouchers. 
As for Paſſerat, his Genius lay in fine Raille- 
ry, Which he preſervd to the laſt, as appears 


by the following Epitaph, Which he wrote 


ſome Moments before he dy'd. 
Fean Paſſerat ici ſommezlle, 
Attendant que Ange Peveillle - 
Et Crois qu'il ſe reveillera, 
Quand Ia Trompette It onneras 
$'z1 faut que maintenant dans la Foſſe je tombe, 
Moi qui tolljours elm; la Paix © le Repos, 
Afin que rien ne peſe F ma Condi & mes Os, 
Amis, de mauvaiz Vers ne charger point ma Tombe. 
Which may be render'd thus; 
Fobn Paſſerat here ſlumbring lies, 
Expecting th Angel's Call; 
And I believe that he ſhall riſe 
When laſt Trump ſummons All, 
Now as a Lover of Repoſe, 5 


I go to the dark Tomb, 
Se 7 Wo g- God 
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God grant that neither Friends nor Foes, 
With Doggrel cruſh it down. 


We may, by the Bye, take Notice how 
nice Paſſerat was, who could not bear being t 
commended by a dull Poet. I can't tell whe-&® i 
ther his Ghoſt was diſturb'd by any indiſcreet 1 
Writer; but Pm ſure it is very difficult to t 
Write but a tolerable Panegyrick. h 
Let us not reckon: among dull and inſipid 
Praiſes, the Compliment which Mellin de S. 
Gelais paſs'd upon his Lute, for the Satis- 
faction it had given him; and which deſerves 
the Reader's Attention. 


Barbite, qui varios leniſti Pectoris Æſtus, 


Dum juvenem nunc ſors, nunc agitabat amor :; = 
Perfi te ad extremum, rapideq; incendia Febris * 5 % 
Lus potes, infirmo fac leviora Seni. : 0 
certè ego te faciam ſuperas eveſtus in oras 7 thi 

Infigucm ad Citharæ ſidus habere locum. = 2 

In Engliſh thus: 
Soft Lute, that didft compeſe my Mind, | us 


When youthful Paffions rul'd my Breaſt, 
Pritkee, to thy old Friend be kind, 
And ſooth my raging feveriſn Gueſt. 
50 from this Earth when I retire, 


And mount to Realms above, 


. 


LL 


T6 


n 


To place thee next the ſtarry Lyre, . 


F11 ſue to mighty Jove. 


Tis plain that Mellin de &. Gelais compos'd 
theſe Verſes when he was near expiring: And, 
indeed, fince-he had a Mind to procure to 
himſelf diverting Ideas, he could not do bet- 


ter than to reſign himſelf to the Muſes, who 
have a marvellous Addreſs to baniſh Sorrow, 


and whoſe Converſation makes a Man forget 
that he's endow'd with Reaſon, and plunges 
him into agreeable Dreams. Who can tell, 
after all, whether the Pleaſures that reſult 
from an irregular Fancy, are not the moſt 
ſenſible? Ronſard the Poet, upon the Ap- 

roach of the laſt fatal Minute, bethought 
Batelr of making a Copy of Verſes on a Lady 
he had long been in Love with; which had 
this Effect, that he quitted Life, without 


being ſenſible of Death. Let ſome People 


ſay what they pleaſe; tis not always Wiſdom 
that contributes moſt to our Happinels. 


A 


— 


— — 


CHAT. XIV. 


Some Curious INSCRIPTIONS examin'd. 


Mere are certain Profeſſions in the 
1 World which are contemptible in them- 
ſelves; and yet thoſe who excel! in them, 
are generally courted and efteem'd : Which 


appears unaccountable to me. Wy 
The Trade of a Courtizan, or Woman of 


Pleaſure, is juſtly look d upon as odious and 
ſhameful : Nevertheleſs Rhodope and gs | 
T ade 


> 4 + | — * * - — ———— —* 
* — » ONS * Aw 1 4 — » — PR 2 * * 
rn > 1 * ; - SIX k * ( $#- - "Is; - > —_— 2 — * 
n + wo > mx . 2 2 —_— — — - — Þ 1 — — A ? * 1 * n * 5 4 — = 
— E ̃ ˙ ( : — — = on Wm ph By. l - N. — — — 5 . 5 — . - b N 8 Fs n — AE, — 
ES 22 N = — = . 9 2 8 ws hs = LM a FL. " K 7 Den; ONES _ n * > - * * — > * Wo. * x * * > = Er >= rr * Ed, Y, * _— £ > ; "=> = 
= e Oo 2 as — © * 2 jor po - AY 1 * "IO a6 1 2 — ? a D — 1 4 4 . 
. w al N O a 
— — S 


's mn. - we "et 0 


Rr as — 
= 22 


——— cc ² ꝶ «„ «« — 


94 Reflections on the DEATH 
made a bright Figure in their native Coun- 
try; and, perhaps, Virtue would never have 


gain d them ſo much Reputation and Ap- 
plauſe as their Cocquetry did. Nor is this all: 


For, in Confidence that Men will ever have 


a Reliſh for their Profeſſion, they thought 
they had a Right to tranſmit their Names 
to Poſterity, by Monuments and Inſcripti- 
ons. Wonderful Aſſurance! The Mind of 
Man is naturally ſo full of Inconſiſtencies and 
wrong Notions, that 'twas rightly judged 
above Two Thouſand Years ago, that we 


ſhould be ridiculous: And *tis ſomewhat 


odd, that the Perſons who made this Judg- 
ment, were Courtixans. . 

Here's a King of Perſia who had not nn 
better Opinion of Poſterity : I mean Darius, 
the firſt of that Name, who before he dy'd 
order'd theſe Words to be engrav'd on his 
Tomb: tone, I could drink a great deal of Wine, 
ard bore it well. Certainly one muſt preſume 
a little too much on the ill Taſte of Man- 
kind, to think he can gain their Eſteem by 
ſuch an Inſcription. But the Reaſon of it may 
be,becauſe 'tis the Nature of Men to admire 
leſs a common. Virtue than an extraordinary 
Vice: And as Darius was a profeſs'd Toper, 


ſo he thought he had no other Way to re- 


commend himſelf. 


There have been Mathematicians, famous 


for their Sagacity and Penetration, who have 
taken Care ſome Hours before their Death, 
to have an Account of what they had diſco- 
verd in Geometry, engrav'd on their Tombs. 
Of this Number were Archimedes, Ludolphus 
of Cologne, and the eldeſt of Meſſieurs Bernou- 


li, who deſpiſing uſeleſs Titles, thought 
themſelves ſufficiently diftinguiſh'd by their 
new. 


\ 
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new Diſcoveries, without any other In- 
ſcription. | 5 27 
There are perhaps none but Geometrici- 
ans who are not in the leaſt indebted to 
Chance, or foreign Helps: For, all their En- 
quiries and Diſcoveries are the Reſult of im- 
menſe Labour. Other learned Men make 
more Noiſe and Buſtle ; but how would it 
ſuit with their Vanity, ſhould the World 
refuſe to admirgany thing in them, that is 
not of their own Growth! 


- 


. XV. 


Of ſome great Men who were chearful and 
unconcern d, when they were led to Exe- 


DEI 


HE Courage of thoſe famous Criminals 
whom their Misfortunes bring upon a 
Scaffold, is often but a kind of ſullen Fury, 
by which they endeavour to preſerve ſome 
Remains of an expiring Reputation. Upon 
theſe Occaſions an unaccountable Deſire of 
falſe Glory ſuppreſſes the Impulſe and Moti- 
ons of Nature. Our Tragick Poets are very 
well acquainted with this Hardneſs of Cou- 
rage, when they inſpire the Heroes that are 
led to Execution, with an Air of Intrepidity 
and Fierceneſs, which is exaſperated by the 
Remembrance of their paſt Grandeur. and 
the Approach of certain. Death, Experience 
teaches us, that Men pity thoſe that ſuffer, 
and commend thoſe that ſuffer couragioully. 
Therefore the Reſolution and Firmneſs of 
the illuſtrious unfortunate is ſome what inte- 


reſted ; 


« 
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reſted: Tis, indeed, the laſt Homage they 
pay to Virtue; but this Homage is ſome- 


times forc'd, and ſo merits no Eſteem. 1 


diſtruſt thoſe Sentiments that are too far re- 
mov'd from Nature; and whoſe Sublimity is 
blended with R:dicule: Which Two are as 
near one. another as extream Wiſdom and 
Folly. 1 | 


Therefore, in my Opinion, we ought only 


to account as Courage, the Reſolution of thoſe 


who careleſly and unconcern'd expect the 


moft drradful Puniſnments; and whoſe In- 
difference ſeems to me preferable to the vain 
Fierceneſs and Haughtineſs of ſome Heroes, 
- ho inſult over their own Misfortunes. 
I am pleas'd to ſee a high Chancellor of 
England, who continu'd Jeſting, even after 
he had heard his Condemnation. Every one 
is ſenſible I mean Sir Thomas Moore, one of 
thoſe illuſtrious Men whom an Exceſs of 
Merit brings to Ruin. *Tis ſometimes the 
greateſt Misfortune that can befall a Man, 
to think, and eſpecially to ſpeak, otherwiſe 
than the Vulgar: For, Ignorance, which can- 


not bear excellent Wits, turns into Jealouſy, 


and when Jealouſy wants true Accuſations to 
ruin a Man, it invents falſe ones. Many 
Inſtances of this were ſeen in thoſe Times; 
when the new SeQaries were puniſh'd with 
the utmoſt Rigour. UNHAPPY TIMES, 


and which cannot confiſt with the Honour 


of Mankind! By what Right, weak and ſub- 
ject to Error as we are, do we pretend to 
force other Men to think as we do? | 
' Stephen Dolet, who was burnt alive at Paris 
in the Year 1546, was guilty of no othet 
Crime; than a firm Adherence to the on 
7 | 2 
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of FREE-T HINKERS. 97 
Doctrine of Calvin; upon which he was ar- 
raign'd ; and the Judges, either ill inform d, 
or prepofſeſs'd, condemn'd him to the Flames. 
In this Extremity, he loſt none of his plea- 
fant Humour, and without minding the 


Diſcourſe of a Grey-Fryar that attended him, 


he was merry, and jeſted to the laſt; being, 
| ſuppole, very little affected with the Elo- 
quence of the Monk. Nor did the learned 
Man, who was burnt for Atheiſm at Thowlouſe, 
ſhew leſs Gaiety than Stephen Dolet, when 


he came to the Place of Execution. I mean 
Lucilio Vanini, a celebrated Perſon among the 


modern Free-Thinlers, who being accus d of 
teaching privately the Indifference of Reli- 


gions, was ſentenc'd to the Flames by the 


Parliament of Thoulouſe. When he was laid 


on the Wood-pile, he cry'd out, with a di- 


ſtindt Voice, Jeſus Chriſt, they ſay, fear d 
Death; but 1 am fearleſs in this laſt Moment: 
With which impious Words he ended a Li- 


bertine Life. Libertine I mean, as to Senti. 
ments; ſuch as the moſt celebrated and beſt 


Men among the Ancients were ſubject to: 
For, the Ariſtides, the Phocions, the Socrates, 
thoſe Men of upright and virtuous Princi- 
ples, were pretty indifferent, as to Religion. 
Who therefore can affirm, that the Spirit of 
Unbelief is a certain Sign of looſe Morals? 
Having juſt now mention'd Phocion, I ſhall 
now relate ſome of his dying Words. He 
was a Man of rigid and inflexible Virtue,and 
being by the Fury of a popular Fa&ion con- 
demnd to dye; as they were leading him to 
Execution, ſome ſneaking Fellows of his Ene- 
mies, revil'd and abus'd him as he paſs'd. 


One, more inſolent than the reſt, coming up 


O to 
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to him, ſpit in his Face: At which Phocion, 
with a ſerene Countenance, turning to the 
Officers, only ſaid, Mill no Body correct this 
Fellow's ill Breeding ? The udip us, Who was con- 
demn'd to dye at the ſame time, when he ob- 
{erv'd the Executioner tempering the Poiſon, 
and preparing it for them, was diſorder'd, 
and began to bemoan his Condition, and the 
hard Meaſure he receiv'd, fo unjuſtly to ſuffer 
upon Phocion's Account: What, ſays he, didf 
thou not think it creditable to run the ſame Fate 
with Phocion ? One of Phocion's Friends that 
ſtood by, ask'd him, if he would have any 
thing to his Son? Yes, by all Means, ſays he, 
command him from me to forget the Athenian' 
11 Trea ment of his Father. Then Nicocles, the 
deareſt and moſt faithful of his Friends, who 
was alſo under Condemnation, begg d of him 
firſt to drink the Poiſon: Ah! my Friend, ſays 
he, this is the moſt harſh and ungrateful Requeſ 
thou ever mad ſt me; but ſince thro' my whole 
Life I never deny d thee any thing, I muſt gratify 
thee in this alſo. Having all drank, . there 
wanted of the due Proportion, and the Exe- 
cutioner refus'd to prepare more, except they 
would pay him Twelve Drachmas, to defray 
the Charge of a full Draught. Some Delay 
being made, and the Time ſpent, Phocion 
call'd one of his Friends that ſtood by: What, 
fays he, can't a Han dye on free Coſt, among the 
Athenians ? and bid him give him a ſmall Spil 
of Money. 

From. thoſe remote Ages, let us come to 
the Times in which Cardinal de Richelieu 
ſteer'd the Councils of France. That great 


Miniſter, skilld in the Art of Governing, 
Which ever requires a iublime Genius, knew 
| | | how 
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how to improve the Weakneſs of a King un- 


acquainted with Affairs, in order to gratity 
his private Paſſions: For, the publick Good 
was not the only Motive upon which the 
Cardinal ated. Be that as it will, *tis cer- 
tain that the Duke of Montmorency, Meſſieurs 
de Thou, and de St. Marc, who were condemn'd 
under his Miniſtry, ſuffer'd Death with a 
Reſolution, than which the fierceſt Heroiſm 


can go no higher. I chiefly admire Monſieur - 


de Thou, who had the Courage to write his 
own Epitaph, and the Duke of Montmorency, 


who wrote a tender and paſſionate Letter to 


his Conſort. One muſt be ſomething above 
a great Man, to think on ſuch trifling Aﬀairs, 


on ſuch an Occaſion; or which is much the 


ſame, to know how to ſport with Death, 


Cu av. XVI. 
Opfervations on the laſt Words of HENR 
VIII. Ning of England. * 


H E Religion of Princes is far different 
from that of the People, tho' it appear 

to be the ſame. The ſuperſtitious, unatten- 
tive, and unthinking Multitude, are eaſily 
ſeduc'ddl. Their fond Greedineſs of wonder- 
ful or incredible Things, leads them often 
into the Belief of the grofleſt Abſurdities ; 
when naked Truth, diveſted of thoſe glitter- 
ing and flattering Ornaments that ſurprize 
| „%% Þ oe and 
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* N. B. This, and the Three next following Cha p- 
ters, were com pos'd by the Author here in London, and 
therefore are not to be found in che Freach Edition. 
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and amuſe the Imagination, fatigues and tires 
them. Kings, on the contrary, look upon 
Religion as part of their Dominions, and Pa- 
trimony, which tis in their Power to alte- 
nate at their Pleaſure. Being bred up in 
theſe Sentiments, they inſult over popular 
Ignorance, and ſport, às it were, with the 
Credulity of their Subjects. How hard is 
their Condition who are born to obey ! They 
are grolly impos d upon, and, to compleat 
their Diſgrace, they are ſometimes forc'd to 
reverence the vileſt of Seducers. Witneſs 
thoſe who inhabit the vaſt Dominions ſub- 
je& to the Ottoman Porte.—— There are few 
Countries in which Religion has not open'd 
odd and comical, as well as bloody, and tra- 
gical Scenes; which gives Free-Thinkers but 
too juſt Matter of Laughter and Merriment. 


Scepticiſm, a Friend to Reaſon, is no Slave to 


thoſe delicate and ſubtle Paſſions which Poli- 
ticians know ſo well how to improve: And 
I ſee nothing but Ignorance that can approve 


and ſupport thoſe great Changes that ſome- 


times happen in the very Boſom of Religions, 
which to me appear to be generally the Effect 


either of Ambition, or of a blind Luſt of Re- 


venge. Tis, perhaps, to theſe Two Motives, 
we may juftly aſcribe the Revolution that 
happen'd in England under the Reign of 
Henry VIII. But be that as it will, 'tis cer- 
tain that Prince had all the Qualifications of 


Nature and Education, with no leſs Per- 


fections of Body and Mind. His Perſon was 
tall and majeſtick, of a mighty Strength and 
Activity; his Looks great and ſurprizing; ſo 
that his whole Countenance beſpoke the 
Monarch. His Mind was ſtill more capaci- 
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ous than his Body vigorous and vaſt ; his 


Temper generous and fiery, his Judgment 
profound and penetrating, and his Spirit 
magnanimous and invincible : All which en- 
clined him to ſquare his Conduct, and rule 
his Actions rather by his own Thoughts, than 
by what others might think of him: A 
kind of Vanity equal to true Courage! 
'Tis reported, That being given over by his 


Phyſicians, he call'd for a Glaſs of Sack, and 
taking it off, he ſaid, ina jeſting Tone, Alls 
gone: Which Words he repeated ſeveral 
Times, till he expird; openly exprefling to 


the laſt, the utter Abhorrence he had for 
the Monks. They are indeed, a Race of vile 


intereſted Men, contemptible and hateful 


by their baſe and lewd Morals. 


——_— 
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Additions to the ie of tht FRENCH 


ACADEMY, about the Deaths of Mr. 
PaTxu, the Preſideut R 
PELISSON> 


Here are but few Works more proper 
to ſhew the Genius and Energy of the 
French Tongue, than the Pleadings of Mon- 


ſieur Patru; equally diſtant from Dryneſs 
and Affectation, his Eloquence is through- 


out nervous, manly and ſuſceptible of new 
Ideas; ſo that it may be 1aid, he ſcarce 
wanted any thing that enters the Compoliti- 
on of a compleat Orator, but the Art of 
pleading with Succeſs. Mr, Patru ever neg- 
led ed the Favours of Fortune, which are 
10 difficult to be gain'd without a Crime ? 
an 


, ana Mr. 
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and being ſatisfy'd with his mean State, he 
placd his Felicity in being independent. 


Monſieur Boſſuet, Biſhop of Meaux, being in- 


form'd, that he was on his Death bed, went 
to ſee him, and, with the moſt engaging Ex- 
preſſions, exhorted him to act the laſt Scene 
of the Comedy, after the Manner of the 
Church of Rome. Sir, ſaid he to him, You 
have hitherto been looſ d upon as a Free-Thinker: 
It therefore becomes you to unde ceive the World 
by a ſincere and religious Declaration. My Lord, 
anſwer'd him pleaſantly, 'Tis much more proper 
J ſhould be filent. What Men ſay in theſe laſt 
Moments, is nothing but the Effect either of 
Weakneſs or Vanity. 
here are religious, as well as political 
Grimaces that are impos'd on dying Perſons. 
"Tis by this Means that confiderable Bodies 


maintain themſelves in the World, and that 


numerous Societies have got great Riches. 
It were not impoſſible to find out a Station 
from whence the Ridicule of all their Cheats 
might be made fully appear, were it not 
dangerous for a Man to go about it. The 
Preſident R-—— gave ſufficiently to under- 


ſtand, an Hour before he expir'd, what he. 


thought about the Matter. Sir, ſaid he to 
a Prieſt who came to prepare him for Death, 
Tou ſhall have your Fee ; but let me be quiet, 
find {till a greater Air of Singularity in 
the Exit of Monſieur Peliſſon, chiefly, known 
in the World by his Hiſtory of the French 
Academy. He had been Secretary to' Mon- 


ſieur de Fouquet, Superintendant of the Finan- 


ces, and was involv'd in his Difgrace ; but 
the intereſt of his Friends, his perſonal Me- 
rit, and above all, the Reputation he had 

, gain'd 
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gain'd as a Wit, procur'd his Enlargement 
from the Baſtille. Strange ! That great Poſts 
at Court ſhould be ſo ſlippery ! a 

After this perillous Adventure, the better 
to curry Favour, he betook himſelf to Con- 
troverſy; a kind of dry and thorny Study, 
and withal full of Illuſions. He even wrote 
againſt the Calviniſts, whom he had left, in a 
Stile ſprightly enough, but without any Suc- 


ceſs: Which is generally the Iflue of all re- 


ligious Diſputes. The only Thing I am ſur- 
priz'd at, is, That a Man fo zealous for the 


Catholick Faith, as Mr. Peliſſon appear'd to 


be, gave no outward Sign of it on his Death- 
bed. On the contrary, 'tis confidently re- 


till that Moment, was meerly out of Policy. 


Nothing ſeems to me more odd, than that a 


Man ſhould not always write as he thinks, 
or think as he writes. „„ 


6— CEN — 


Cu ar. XVIII 
Of the DEATH of GASSENDUS, ana the fa. 


42045 HOBBES. 


Have no Efteem for a kind of ſullen and 

1 ſavage Philoſophy, that affects Wiidom 
only with Reſpect to that ſoure Severity that 
attends it; and which draws a Man from the 
Commerce of civil Society, in order to plunge 
him into chimerical Speculations, This Phi- 
lolophy, that nanſeates every Thing that's 
plain and natural, and with which even 
Truth it ſelf loſes Part of its Merit, fell to 
the Share of the moit celebrated Man- haters 
| among 
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among the Ancients; ſuch as Diogenes, and 
Chryſippus, who by over- nice Diſcuſſions and 
Enquiries overſhot Truth. Let it be a Para- 
dox or no, I dare venture to affirm, That 


104 


Men often arrive at Folly, by a Road that 
ſeems to lead ro Wiſdom : And one mult be 
Maſter of an exquiſite Judgment, not to mils 
his Way. Let us herein do Juſtice to Epicu- 
rus » For, no Man ever knew better than he, 
how to r.concile Pleaſure with Reaſon. 


There's an excellent Art, in reliſhing with 
Niceneſs the ſame Pleaſures which the Vulgar 


groſly enjoy. 
As Gaſſendus has ſet in the trueſt Light the 
. Sentiments of Epicurus, fo of all modern 
Philoſophers 1 eſteem him moſt. Learned 
without Moroſeneſs, and polite by Temper, 
he has ſet no more Value upon Phy ſicks, than 
an obſcure, doubtful, and ſometimes erro- 
neous Science deſerves. He has laid more 
Streſs upon Morals; which, indeed, ought to 
be the tole Study and Buſineſs of Man, as 
the Knowledge that regulates the Value and 
Ule of Pleaſures. Tis Matter of Wonder, 
that Men ſhould diſquiet themſelves with ſo 
many unprofitable Things, and negle& the 
Art of rendring Life eaſy, by reconciling Vir- 
tue with Pleaſure! | | 
Gaſſeadus was never over-fond of his Know- 
ledge, not even of what he had acquir'd by 
his own penetrating Genius: Which he 


own'dperhaps too ingenuoully, at his Death. 


One of his Friends being come to ſee him, 
after having diſcours'd tome time about His 
Diſtemper, ask'd him, what his Thoughts 
ere in his 


looking about him, leit he ſhould be over- 
heard, 


preſent Condition? Gaſſendus, 
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heard, anſwer'd freely, in theſe Words: 7 
know not who brought me into the World, neither 
do I know what I was to do there, nor why I go 
out of it. There's a great deal of Streſs to be 


laid upon Ignorance, grounded on the Study 


of Forty Years; and which 1s, indeed, leſs 


glittering, but more ſolid, than preſumptu- 


ous Knowledge . 


Let's now ſpeak of the famous Hobbes, one 
of the greateſt Wits England ever produc'd. 


He thought with a great deal of Freedom; 


expreſs'd his Thoughts with equal Bold- 
neſs; and a deciſive Air is the particular 
Character of his excellent Works. A de- 
clar d Enemy to Superſtition, he abhorr'd all 
who endeavour to cheriſh and foſter popular 
Credulity. Ignorant and bigotted Divines 
were, in particular, the Object of his Averſi- 
on; ane he deſpis'd both their extravagant 
Notions, and ridiculous Behaviour. Nothing 
is, indeed, a greater Scandal to Human-kind, 
than to ſee ſuch a vaſt * Number of Men in 
the World, whoſe ſole Buſineſs and Employ- 
ment is to forge Chimeras, and broach erro- 
neous Whimſies! Hobbes was conſonant to 
himſelf to his laſt Hour: For, he look'd 
Death in the Face, without any Perturbati- 
on; perus'd with Satisfaction ſeveral Epi- 
taphs his Friends deſign'd for him; choſe 
that he thought beſt; and being ready to 
give up the Ghoſt, ſaid, I'm going to leap into 
the Dark. *Tis pleaſant to conſider, that all 


Jour Meditations and Speculations terminate 


in Uncertainty ; to that the Upſhot of Man's 
P Know- 


. ee th. 8 
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* I ſuppoſe the Auth.r hints here at the Rom:/b 
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Knowledge, is to be throughly convinc'd of E. 
his Ignorance. We may here obſerve that J So 
Hobbes had a Foible pretty ſingular in a Wit ha 
ſo much above popular Notions; for he was d Li 
uneaſy when alone, dreading the chimerical F ſtr 
Power of Hob-goblins and Witches. This Weak- no 
neſs conſider d, who can now pretend to give pre 


a true Definition of a Free-Thinker ? qu 

* See his Life, written by himſelf, the 
n — a — he 

n TI. | to. 
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The Character of the Abbot BOURDELOT- | 05 
an 


T Ice Raillery. is a moſt difficult Art, the Mi 
N Reſult of an excellent Taſte, and the Coi 
moſt agreeable Tie of ſocial Life. This Spr 
Talent, however, admits of no certain Rules, y;, 
but is entirely owing to Nature, which gives! J 
the Mind that polite Vivacity that hinders in x 
Converſation from being cold or languid, ei- tisfi 
ther through ſtrain d Humour, or inſipid ] cou 
Plealantry, The Abbot Bourdelot, ſo well J him 
known in France, was very happy in avoid- priz 
ing thoſe Two Extreams. He was Phy ſician quo 
to Criſtina Queen of Sweden, at the time ſheſſ Sr, 
was deſirous to fee all the learned Men in] Zan 
Europe A pretty odd Fancy this for ſo confe 
reaſonable a Princeſs! The Abbot Bourdelut of An 
did not {pare them who brought to the Court Rep 
all the Severity of their Cloſets, which daily cone 
aflorded him freſh Matter for Jeſting and 
Drollery. He attack'd in a particular man- 
ner, Samuel Bochart, and the famous 1ſaac 
[oſſivs, Who had loſt among their Books 5 
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Elegancy of Mind ſo neceſſary in civil 
Society. The effential Fault of thoſe who 
have no Reliſh but for nice Studies,. and fine 
Literature, is to deſpiſe too ſerious and ab- 
{ruſe Sciences: In which, perhaps, they are 


not to blame; for Politeneſs is certainly 


preterable to dry Knowledge and thorny En- 


quiries. 
Tir'd, at laſt, with the Court of Sweden, 


the Abbot Bourdelot return'd to France, where 


he devoted himſelf, in a particular Manner, 
to the Prince of Conde. He was ſoon acquain- 
ted with all the learned Men in Paris, who, 
looking upon his Houſe as the Seat of Liber- 
ty, afſembl d there once or twice a Week, 
and enliven'd Converſation with Raillery and 
Mirth. The Abbot Bourdelot entertain d the 
Company with a great deal of Politeneſs and 
Sprightlineſs to the laſt; nor did his natural 
Vivacity abandon him at the Point of Death. 

The Rector of S came to exhort him 
in his laſt Sickneſs ; but the Abbot little ſa- 
tisfy'd with his Zeal, and diſguſted with his 
courſe Expreſſions, defir'd him to ſpeak to 
him in Latin. The Prieſt, ſomewhat ſur- 
priz'd, and making a Shift to humour him, by 
quoting a Paſlage out of St. Auſtin, Why, 
Sir, ſaid the other, juſt expiring, can ſuch a 
Language go down with you For my own Part, I 
confeſs my Ears are grated by the barbarous Stile 
of an African. 1 will not pronounce about this 


Repartee, which, to be ſure, cannot but be 


condemn'd by the Scrupulous. 
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An ABSTRACT of ſome Troucaurts of 
MONTAIGNE, on the T HOUGHT 424 
ConTEMeT of DEATH. | 


Am delighted with the reading of Ay- 
thors, who draw their own Pictures to 


the Lite, and in whoſe Writings there is lit- 


tie of Affectation, and a great deal of that 
agreeable Vivacity, that never fails charm- 
ing thoſe that are affe&ed with natural Beau- 
ties. Montaigne is one of thoſe who wrote 
without either Art. or Study; and who ap- 
pear'd in Publick in Diſhabille, Being perfect 
Maſter of a native and affecting Simplicity, 
and, withal, fully acquainted with the Malice 
and Wickedneſs of Mankind, his Genius and 
Way of writing cannot but pleaſe and enter- 


tain And, indeed, whoever reads him, 


finds himſelf forc'd to love him, A Preroga- 
tive which few other Authors have! 
I know not whether Montaigne dy'd with 


a Jeſt, but tis certain he was refolv'd to make 


the beſt of that laſt Moment. Of all the Bene- 
fits, lays he, that Virtue confers pon us the 
Contempt of DEATH. is one of the greateſt, as 
the Means that accommodates humane Life with 
a ſoft and eaſy Tranquillity, and gives us a pure 
and pleaſant Taſte of living, without which, all 
other Pleaſure would be extinft.. The End of our 
Race is Death, tis the neceſſary Object of our 
Aim, which if it fright us, how is it poſſible to 
advance a Step, without a Fit of an Ague. The 

3 Re me dy 


Mo ꝛtai nes Eſſays, Kook I. Chap. 19. 
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| Remedy the Vulgar uſe, is not to think ont: But 
from that Brutiſh Stupidity, can they derive ſo 
groſs a Blindneſs ? — They go, they come, they 


galtop, and dance, and not a Word of Death: But 


when it comes either to themſelves, their Wives, 


their Children, or Friends, ſurpriſing them at una- : 


wares, and unpre par d, then what Torment, what 
Outcries, what Madneſs and Deſpair! Did you 
ever ſee any thing ſo ſubdwd, ſo chang d, and ſo 
confounded? A Man muſt therefore make more 
early Trial of it : Let us learn bravely to ſtand our 


Ground, and fight him. And to begin to deprive 
him of the greateſt Advantage he has over us, let 
us take a Way quite contrary to the common Courſe. 


Let us diſarm him of his Novelty and Strangeneſs , 
let us converſe and be familiar with him, and have 


nothing ſo frequent in our Thoughts as Death: 
Let us, upon Occaſion, repreſent him in all his moſt 


dreadful Shapes to our Imaginations. At the 
ſtumbling of a Horſe, at the falling of a Tile, at 
the leaft Prick with a Pin, let us preſently conſider, 
and ſay to our ſelves, Well, and what if it had 
been Death itſelf * and thereupon let us encou- 
rage and fortify our ſelves. Let us evermore, 
amidſt our Follity and Feaſting, ſet the Remem- 
brance of our frail Condition befors our Eyes, never 
ſuffering eur ſelves to be ſo far tranſported with our 
Delight, but that we have ſome Intervals of re- 


fecting upon, and conſidering how many ſeveral 


Ways this Follity of ours tends to Death, and with 
ow many Dangers it threatens us. Where 


Death waits for us, is uncertain, let us every 
where look for him. The Premeditation of Death 
is the Pre meditation of Liberty; who has learnt to 
aye, has forgot to ſerve. There's nothing of Evil 
in Life, for him who rightly comprehends, that 
Death is no Evil; to know how to dye, delivers us 


from 


+. 
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from all Subjection and Conſtraint.— I am, 


in my own Natnre, not melancholy, but thought- 
ful; and there is nothing I have more continually 
entertain d my ſelf withal, than the Imaginations 
of Death, even in the gayeſt and moſt wanton 


Time of my Age, in the Company of Ladies, and 


in the Height of Mirth : Yet did not this Thought 
wrinkle my Forehead any more than any other. 
As a Man that am eternally brooding over my own 
Thoughts, and who confine them to my own particu- 


lar Concerns, I am upon the Matter at all Fours 
as well pre par d as I am ever like to be, and Death, 


whenever he ſhall come, can bring nothing along 
with him J did not expect long be fore. I am, 
Thanks be to God, at this Inſtant, in ſuch a Con- 


dition, that I am ready to diſlodge, whenever it 

ſhall pleaſe him, without any manner of Regret. 
J diſengage my ſelf throughout from all Worldly 
Relations. The deadeſt Deaths are the beſt. 


I would always have a Man to be doing, and, as 
much as in him lies, to extend, and ſpin out the 
Offices of Life ;, and then let Death take me plant- 


ing Cabbages, but without any careful Thought of 


him, and much leſs of my Garden's not being 
finiſh' d. We are to diſcharge our ſelves 
from theſe vulgar Humours and Concerns. As the 
Egyptians, after their Feaſts, were wont to pre- 


ſent the Company with 4 great Image of Death, 


by one that cry'd out to them, Drink and be mer- 


ry, for ſuch ſhall thou be when thou art 
dead; ſo it is my Cuſtom to have Death not on- 


ly in my Imagination, but continually in my Mouth; 
neither is there any thing of which I am ſo inquiſi- 
tive, and delight to inform my ſelf, as the Man- 


ner of Men's Deaths, their Words, Looks, and 


Geſtures, nor any Places in Hiſtory I am ſo intent 


upon; and "tis manifeſt enough by my crouding in 


E xamples 
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Examples of this kind, that I have a particular 
Fancy for that Subject. If were a Writer of 
Books, I would compile a Regiſter, with a Com- 
ment, of the various Deaths of Men, and it could 
not but be uſeful ; for who ſhould teach Men to 
dye, would, at the ſame time, teach them to 
live. Some may object, that the Pain and Terror 
of dying in deed, does ſo infinitely exceed all man- 


ner of Imagination, that the beſt Fencer will be 
quite out of his Play, when it comes to the Puſh: 


But let them ſay what they will, to premeditate is 
doubtleſs a very great Advantage, and beſides, 
is it nothing to come ſo far at leaſt, without any 
viſible Diſturbance or Alteration ? But moreover, 
Nature her ſelf does aſſiſt and encourage us. If 
the Death be ſudden and violent, we have not Lei- 
fure to fear; if otherwiſe, I find, that as J engage 
farther in my Diſeaſe, I naturally enter a certain 
Loathing and Diſdain of Life. And, as I have 
experimented in other Occurrences, that, as Cæſar 
ſays, Things often appear greater to us at a Di- 
ſtance, than near at Hand; I have found that be- 
ing well, I have had Diſeaſes in much greater 
Horror, than when really affiifted with them: 
And TI hope to find Death the ſame. Let us but 
obſerve in the ordinary Changes and Declinations, 
our Conſtitutions daily ſuffer, how Nature deprives 
us of all Sight and Senſe of our Bodily Decay 


Youth and better Days? Cæſar to an old Weather - 
beaten Soldier of his Guards, who came to ask him 
Leave that he might kill himſelf, taking Notice of 
his wither d Body, and decrepit Motion, pleaſant- 
ly anſwer d, Thou fancieſt then that thou art 
yet alive? Should a Man fall into the Aches and 
Impotencies of Age, from a ſprightly and vigorous 
Youth, on the ſudden, 1 do not think Humanity 
| | | capable 


What remains to an old Man of the Vigour of his 


* 
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capable of enduring ſuch a Change : But Nature 


| a OY SO on 
leading us by the Hand, an eaſy, and, as it were, 8 
inſenſible Pace, Step by Step, conducts us te that bf, 
wniſerable Condition, and by that Means makes it ſeein 
familiar to us; ſo that we perceive not, nor are 4 
ſenſible of the Stroke then, when our Youth dies in ¶ hen 
us, tho" it be really 4 harder Death, than the fnal Nh 1... 
Diſſolution of a languiſhing Body, which is only the ¶ once 
Death of Old Age, foraſmuch as the Fall is not I Thir 
ſo great from an uneaſy Being to none at all, as And 
it is from a ſprightly and florid Being, to one that t 
15 unwieldy and painf? U — The Contempt of ft akin 
Death is the true and ſovereign Liberty here on Ai 
Earth, and fortifies us wherewithal to defy Violence ¶ Birth 
and Injuſtice. | 5 of all 
— Crrrnrr_ In Manicis et | _ , 
£ „„ 3 ence, 
Compedibus, {evo te ſub cuſtode tenebo. | alive 
. | LE ning 0 
Ipſe Deus ſimul atq; volam, me ſolvet, opinor, much 
Hoc ſentit, moriar: Mors ultima libea rerum eſt. put of 
| | Horat, Lib. I. Epiſt. 16, n be 
I long 
4 That 18, Long * 
ü there 
With rugged Chains PII load thy Hands and Feet, more, 
5 little ( 
And to a ſurly Keeper thee commit 3 pis, x 
y, let him ſkew his worſt of Cruelty, o br 
God will, I think, for asking, ſet me free: in the. 
n 3 laugh 
Ay, our he thinks Ill die; that Comfort brings, «Kg 
For Death's the utmoſt Linz of zumane Things. and * 
: 3 | to the 
Dur very Religion it ſelf has no ſurer humane NTreeg, 
Foundation than the Contempt of Death. Nor By, 


only 


Þ loft, can never be miſs d or lamented ? ) but alſo 


5. 


ane 
Not 
ply 


hence, is the ſame Folly as to be ſorry we were not 


ing of another Life. So did we weep, and ſo 


Wo long to fear a Thing, that will ſo ſoon be diſpatch d? 
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only the Argument of Reaſon invites us to it; (for 
why ſhould we fear to loſe a Thing, which being 


ſeeing that we are threatned by ſo many Sorts of 
Death, Is it not infinitely worſe, eternally to ſear 
them all, than once to undergo one of them? And 
what Matter is it when it ſhall happen, ſince it is 
once inevitable ? To him that told Socrates, The 
Thirty Tyrants have ſentenc'd thee to Death; 
And Nature them, ſaid he. What a ridicu- 
lous Thing it is to trouble and aſſtict our ſelves about 
taking the only Step that is to deliver us from all 
Miſery and Trouble? As our Birth brought us the- 
Birth of all Things, ſo in our Death, is the Death 
of all Things included. And there fore to lament and 
take on, that we ſhall not be alive a Hundred Tears 


alive a Hundred Years ago. Death is the Begin - 


much it Coſt us to enter into this, and ſo did we 
put off our former Veil in entring into it. Nothing 
can be grievous that is but once, and is it reaſonable 


Long Life, and fhort, are by Death made one; for. 
there is no long, nor ſhort, to Things that are no 
more. Ariſtotle tells us, that there are certain 
little Creatures on the Banks of the River Hypa- 
pls, that never live above a Day; they which die 
at Eight of the Clock in the Morning, die in their 
Youth, and thoſe that die at Five in the Evening, 
in their extreameſt Age. Which of us would not 
laugh to ſee thu Moment of Continuance put into 
the Conſideraton of Weal and Woe? The moſt, 
and leaſt of ours, in Compariſon of Eternity, or yet 
to the Duration of Mountains, Rivers, Stars, 
Trees, and even of ſome Animals, is no leſs ridicu- 
lous. But Nature compels us to it: Go out of 
— — 1 2 this 


8 


— — ũ —?s — - 


* > = y . . "> — . 
by -_ FS — a 8 — 
n r He ren 0H; 46. a 


114 Reflection, on the DEA H : 
the ſame Step you made from Life to Death, 


without Paſſion or Fear, the ſame, after the 


ſame Manner, repeat from Life to Death. 
Your Death is a Part of the Order of the Univerſe, 


is Part of the Life of the World. Tis the Condi- 


tron of your Creation: Death is 4a Part of you, 
and whilſt you endeavour to evade it, you avoid 
your ſelf. This very Being of yours that you now 
enjoy, is equally divided betwixt- Life and Death, 
The Day of your Birth, is one Day's Advance to- 
wards the Grave. Do but ſeriouſly conſider, 
adds Nature, how much more inſupportable 
an immortal and painful Life would be to 
Man, than what | have already affign'd him. 
If you had not Life to eaſe you of your Pains 
and Cares, you world eternally curſe me, 
for having depriv'd you of the Benefit of dy- 
ing. I have, 'tis true, mix'd a little Bitter- 
neſs with it, leſt ſeeing of what Conveniency 
and Uſe it is, you might too greedily and 
indiſcreetly ſeek and embrace it; and that 
you might be ſo eſtabliſh'd in this Moderati- 
on, as neither to nauſeate Life, nor have any 
Ant:pathy for dying, which I have decreed 
you ſhall once do, 1 have temper'd the one 
and the other betwixt Pleaſure and Pain. 
| Theſe are the good Leſſons our Mother Nature 
teaches. I have often conſider d with my ſelf, 
whence it ſhould proceed, that inWar the Image of 
Death ſhould, without Compariſon, appear leſs 
dre adſul than at Home in our own Houſes ; and 
that being ſtill in all Places the ſame, there ſhould 
be notwithſtanding much more Aſſurance in Pea- 
ſants, and the meaner Sort, than others of better 
Quality and Education; and I do verily believe, 
that it is thoſe terrible Ceremonies an d Pre para- 
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tions where with we ſet it out, that more terrify us, 
than the Thing it ſelf: A new quite contrary Way 
of living, the Cries of Mothers, Wives, and Chil- 
dren, the Viſits of Aſtoniſh d and afflifted Friends, 


the Attendance of pale and blubber d Servants, a, 


dark Room ſet out with burning Tapers, our Beds 
environ d with Phyſicians and Divines : In Sum, 


Nothing but Ghaſtlineſs and Horror round about us, 
render it ſo formidable, that a Man almoſt fancies 


himſelf dead and bury d already. Children are 
afraid even of thoſe they love beſt, and are beſt ac · 


' quainted with, when diſguis'd in a Vizor, and ſo 
are we: The Vizor muſt be remov'd as well from 


Things as Perſons; which being taken away, we 


ſhall find nothing underneath, but the very ſame 


Death that a mean Servant, or a poor Chamber- 
maid dy'd a Day or two ago, without any manner 
of Apprehenſion or Concern. 

In another Place Montaigne calls Death, + 
the ſovereign Good of Nature, the ſole Support of 
Liberty, an infallible Cure for all Diſeaſes, and 
4 moſt aſſured Port, that is never to be fear d, 
and very often to be ſought. To theſe generous 
Sentiments, tis no Wonder, he adds, That it 


comes all to one, whether a Man gives himſelf his 


End, or ſtays to receive it, by other Means? Mhe- 
ther he pays before his Day, or ſtays till his Day 
of Payment come: In what Part ſoever the Thread 
breaks, theres the End of the Clue. And, in- 
deed, the Paſſage from Life to Death, ought 
not to be look d upon as very conſiderable; 
and after ſerious Reflection we muſt frankly 
own, it is next to nothing. 2 
Moreover, Montaigne has in a Hundred 
Places, thro” his Eflays, mention'd and ex- 
8855 Q 2 toll'd 
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toll'd thoſe who dy'd either jeſting, or 
unconcern'd ; particularly in the 40th Chap- 
ter of his Firft Book. How many ordi- 


© nary People, ſays he, do we ſee led to Exe- 


© cution, and that not to a ſimple Death, 
© bur mix'd with Shame, and ſometimes 
* with grievous Torments, appear with ſuch 
* Affurance, what thro' Obſtinacy, or nat u- 
* ral Simplicity, that a Man can diſcover no 
© Change from the ordinary Condition; ſet- 


© tling their Domeſtick Affairs, recommend- 


ing em to their Friends, ſinging, exhort- 
ing and diverting . the People ſo much, as 
ſowetimes to ſally into Jeſts, and to drink 


to their Companions, as well as Soerates. N 


© One whom they were leading to the Gallows, 
told them, they muſt not carry him thro 
© ſuch a Street, leſt a Merchant that liv'd 
there, ſhould arreſt him by the Way, for 
© an old Debt. Another told the Hangman, 
© he muſt not touch his Neck, for Fear of making 
him laugh, he was ſo tickliſh. Another an- 


* ſwer'd his Confeſſor, who promis'd him, 
© that he ſhould that Day ſup with our Lord; 


© Do you go then, ſaid he, in my Room, for I. 
for my Part, keep Faſt to Day. Another ha- 
* ving call'd for Drink, and the Hangman 
© having drank firſt, ſaid, he would not drink 
© after him, for Fear of catching the Pox. Eve- 
ry Body has heard the Tale of the Picard, 
© to whom, being upon the Ladder, they 
© brought a Whore, telling him, (as our 
Law does ſometimes permit) that if he 
© would marry her, they would fave his Life; 
© he having a while conſider'd her, and per- 
© ceiving that ſhe halted, Come, tye up, rye up, 
© ſaid he, ſbe limps, They tell another Story 
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© of the ſame kind, of a Fellow in Denmark, — 

_ © who being condemn'd to loſe his Head, and 

© the like Condition being propos'd to him 4 

© upon the Scaffold, refus'd it, by reaſon the 25 | 

© Maid they offer'd him, had hollow Cheeks, 1 
* and too ſharp a Noſe. bo . 


A Servant at Thoulouſe being accus'd of On, 
| © Hereſy, for the Sum of his Belief, refer d | 
| * himſelf to that of his Maſter, a young Stu- — 2 


© dent, Priſoner with him, ehufing rather 
- | © to dye, than ſuffer himſelt to be perſwaded, 
that his Maſter could err. We read, that 
J © when Lewis the Eleventh took Arras, a 
< great many of the Inhabitants of that. City 
let themſelves be hang'd, rather than they 
„ | © would ſay, God ſave the King. Amongſt that 
) © mean-ſoul'd Race of Men, the Buffoons, there ; 
d | © have been ſome, who would not leave their f 
r | © Fooling at the very Moment of Death. | 
1 | © One,when the Hangman turn'd him off the 
Ladder, cry d, Happy be lucky, am ordinary 
1- | © fooliſh Saying of his; and another, whom 
1, || © at the Point of Death, his Friends having | 
1; | © laid upon a Pallet before the Fire, the Phy- : 
I, ſician asking him where his Pain lay, Be- 
a- | © rwixt the Bench and the Fire, ſaid he; and the | 
in © Prieft, to give him the Extream Unction, — 
mk | © groping for his Feet, which his Pain had 
e- | © made him pull up to him, Jou will find them, 
d, | *© faid he, at the End of my Legs. To one that 
being preſent, exhorted him to recommend 


ar | © himſelf to God, V, who goes thither, ſaid he? 1 
he And the other replying, it will preſently ! 


e; | © be your ſelf, if it is his good Pleaſure; 
r- © Would I were ſure to be there to Morrow Night, 
b, | © faid he: Do but recommend your ſelf to 
ry | © him, faid the other, and you will ſoon be 
of | there: 


* 
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© there : I were beſt then, ſaid he, to carry my 
© Recommendations my ſelf. In the Kingdom of 
© Narſingua, to this Day, the Wives of their 


© Prieſts are bury'd alive with the Bodies of 
© their Husbands; all other Wives are burnt | 
© at their Husbands Funerals, which they do 


not only conſtantly, but chearfully under- 
© go. At the Death of their King, his Wives, 
© and Concubines, his Favourites, all his 
Officers, and Domeſtick Servants, which 
© make up a great Number of People, pre- 
© ſent themſelves ſo chearfully to the Fire, 
© where his Body is burnt, that they ſeem to 
© take it for a ſingular Honour, to accompa- 
© ny their Maſter in Death. During our late 
War of Milan, where there happen'd ſo 
many Taking and Retakings of Towns, the 
People impatient of ſo many various Chan- 
ges of Fortune, took ſuch a Reſolution to 
© dye, that I have heard my Father ſay, he 
there ſaw a Liſt taken of Five and Twenty 
Heads of Families that made themſelves 
away in a Week's Time: An Accident 
© ſomewhat reſembling that of the Zanthians, 
© who being belieg'd by Brutus, precipitated 


© themſelves, Men, Women and Children, 


© into ſuch a furious Appetite of dying, that 
© all can be done to evade Death, they put in 
Practice to avoid Life; inſomuch, that 
© Brutus had much ado to ſave but a very 
© ſmall Number. Every Opinion is of Force 


© enough, to make it ſelf to be eſpous'd at the 


£ Expence of Lite, The firſt Article of that 
* © valiant Oath that Greece took and obſerv'd 
in the Median War, was, that every one ſhould 
© ſaoner exchange Life for Death, than their omn 
& Laws far thoſe of Perſia, What a World of 
N A 85 People 


* 
* 
* 
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© People do we ſee in the Wars betwixt the 
ET 1 7 and the Greeks, rather embrace a cruel 
© Death, than to uncircumTiſe themſelves to 
© admit Baptiſm? An Example, of which no 
© Sort of Religion is incapable. Thus far the 
© inimitable Aſontaigne. 


Cn A Þ. XXL 


Whether there be FokrIrupk and Cou— 
| RAGE in making away with one's ſelf? 
With an Abſtract of Montaigne's Thoughts 


on that Subject. 


— 


HE World is a little too laviſh of 
1 the Title of Great Man, and Tometimes 
miſcalls Fortitude, what's properly ſpeaking, 


but Brutality in Diſguiſe. If I ſhould leave 
it to the Judgment of the Author of L' Ar: 


de Penſer, (or the Art of Thinkizg, a Treatiſe 
of Logick, in French, ſo call'd) he would ſure- 


ly allow, That ſince Bravery generally takes from 


the Soul the Knowledge of Danger, it ought to be 


accounted but a Machinal Virtue : And therefore 


Heroes are more beholden to their natural 


| Temper, than to their Study and Pains to 


appear ſuch. | 


After all, is the deſtroying one's ſelf in a 


- preſſing Neceſſity, ſufficient to entitle a Aan 
to Magnanimity ? Does he not rather commit 
to ſtrange Paſſions the Care of his Reputa- 


tion? Certainly a Man cannot be very fond 
of Life, when he is either overwhelm'd with 
Sorrows, or under the Agony of Pain: And 
in ſuch a Caſe Death is a Bleſſing conſiderable 

„ 1 ö enough 


——ů 2 — - 
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enough to be ſought after any Way. I re- 


member | have read ſomewhere, that at the 


famous Paſſage of the Rhine, the Count de 
G- with his Piſtol ready cock'd, ſtop'd 


Mr. D—— who was going to throw him- 
ſelfinto the River with the foremoſt. *'Twere 


well for you, {aid he to him, if you were drown'd 
to Day: A Man in Debt, over Head and Ears, 
as you are, ought not to fear Death; but pay me 
firſt the Two Thouſand Piſtols you owe me, and you'll 
paſs afterwards as faſt az you pleaſe. An ingeni- 
ous Way this of telling a Man that he- was 
only brave by Neceſſity, and that his Courage 
was only the Effe& of Deſpair ! Surely Mr. 
” was not like that Roman, who being 


dead, and his Goods ſold by Auction, Auguſtus 


order'd his Bed to be brought : And as thoſe 


about him ſeem'd to wonder at it, he ſaid, 


Habenda eſt ad ſomnum culcita illa, in quz ille cum 
tantum deberet dormire potuit. | 
There never was a Place in the World 
where ſo many Perſons voluntarily parted 
with Life, as they did in old Reme. That 
famous Common-wealth diſtinguiſh'd her 
ſelf by the Severity of her Courage; inſo- 
much that ſhe ſeems not to have put a ſuffi- 
cient Difference between the Impulſes of He- 
roick Virtue, and the Sternneſs of a wild, un- 
tractable Nature. St. Evremond has acknow- 
ledg'd this Truth in his Critical Remarks on the 
Genius of the Romans; which is juſtly account- 
ed his Mafter- piece. | ah 
However, I cannot diſown but that there 
may be Occaſions when *tis glorious for a 
Man to deſtroy himſelf: But then Death 
mult not be attended with any Circumſtan- 


ces that argue either Deſpair, or Brutality. I 
am 
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am well enough pleas d with the Sophiſt men- 
tion'd by Sue tonius, who being weary of ſtrug- 
gling with a ſtubborn Diſeaſe, aſſembled the 
People to acquaint them with the Reaſons he 
had to make away with himſelf: Upon which 
the People admir d, and approv'd his Reſo- 
lution, Seneca, the Tragedian, has fully 


made out, that the Power of diſpoſing of our 


Lives, 1s our Birth-right, and the only one 


that ſets us above Nature her ſelf, His Lines 


are theſe : 
Dig Mors eft : Optime hoc cavit DEUS, 
Eripere vitam nemo non homini po teſt: 
At nemo mortem: mille ad hanc Aditus patent. 
That is. : 
© To Deatha Man can never want a Gate, 


© Heay'n has provided very well for that 


© There's not ſo mean a Wretch on Earth but may, 


© Take the moſt noble Heroe's Life away 
© But to the willing none can Death refuſe 


There are to that a Thouſand Avenues, 


Tis a Piece of Injuſtice to treat them as & 


riminals who haſten their own Deaths: But 
re Laws always conſonant to Reaſon ; and 
0 they not vary according to the Genius of 
very Nation? There was heretofore kept at 

EY Mar- 


* As they do in France, and ſome other Countries, 
here a Man who is felo de ſe, is, either hang'd up, or 
wn upon a Sledge, We E 
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Marſeilles, a Poiſon prepar'd out of Hemlock, | « 
at the publick Charge, for thoſe who had a. 
Mind to part with Life. At Rome they 
were eſteem'd as Heroes, who had the Reſo- « / 
lution to kill themſelves: And the Reaſon ff « 7 
why Brutus and Caſſius, the two illuſtrious f * ; 
Murderers of Julius Cæſar, were accounted ff <<. 
the laſt of the Romans, is, perhaps, becauſe < 
they both made away with themlelves. cj 

Let us frankly confeſs the Truth: The 
Notions of Virtue and Vice are, in many Re- I“ th 
ſpects, chimerical; for they are equally the x 
Effect of Vanity and Ignorance, the Two Rocks. 2 
againſt which humane Reaſon generally 
ſplits. 1 
* has, in ſeveral Places thro' his 
Eſſays, excellently well diſcours'd upon N 
luntary Death, particularly in the Thar 
Chapter of his Second Book, out of which | 
ſhall tranſcribe what follows 

Philip being forcibly enter'd into Pelb 
© ponneſus, and tome one ſay ing to Damida 
© that the Lacedemonians were likely ver) 
© much to ſuffer, it they did not in Time re 
© concile themſelves to his Favour : Why, y 
© pitiful Fellow, reply d he, what can they ſuffrſſ 
© that do not fear to dye ? It being alſo demand 
© ed of Agis, which Way a Man might live fre: 
© Why, taid he, by deſpiſmg Death. Thek 
© and a Thouſand other Sayings, to the ſam 
Purpoſe, do diſtinctly ſound ſomething mot 
© than a Criminal expecting the Stroke 
Death, when it ſhall come; for there 28 not o. 
© ſeveral Accidents in Life, far worſe i lemt 
© ſuſter, than Death it (elf, Witneis ti or t 
* Lacedemonian Boy, taken by Antigonus, al 
old for a Slave, who being by his new 1 
7 


S 
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ſter commanded to ſome baſe Employment; 
„ © Thow ſhalt ſee, ſays the Boy, whom thou haft 
al © bought, it would be a Shame for me to ſerve, be- 
Y . ing ſo near the Reach of Liberty; and having 
0. * ſo faid, threw himſel from the Top of the 
on 8 * Houſe, Antipater ſeverely threatning the 
d Lacede monians, that he might the better en- 
el © cline them to acquieice in a certain De- 
mand of his; If thou threatneſt us with more 
JW than Death, reply'd they, we ſhall the more 
beſſ 5 willingly dye: And to Philip, having writ 
de · © them Word, that he would fruſtrate all their 
the © Enterprizes ; What, wilt thou alſo hinder us 
kl from dying? This is the Meaning of the 
Sentence, That the wiſe Man lives as long as 
* be ought, not ſo long as he can, and the moſt 
* obliging Pretent Nature has made us, and 
© which takes from us all Colour of Com- 
* plaint of our Condition, is, to have deli- 
'ver'd into our own Cuſtody, the Keys of 
* Life. She has only order'd one Door into 
(Life, but a hundred thouſand Ways out. 
da. We may be ſtreighten'd for Earth to live 
upon, but Earth ſufficient to dye upon can 
"never be wanting; as Boiocatus anſwer'd 
* the Romans: Why doſt thou complain of 
this World? It detains thee not: Thy own 
Cowardiſe is the Cauſe, if thou liveſt in 
Pain : - There remains no more to die, but 
to be willing to do it. The moſt volun- 
tary Death is the moſt brave. Life de- 
pends upon the Pleafure and Diſcretion 


of others, Death upon our own. As I do 
not offend the Law provided againft Thieves, when 
l embezel my own Money, and cut my own Purſe; 
nor that againft Incendiaries, when I burn my own 
Wood, ſo am I not under the Laſh of thoſe made a. 
gainſt Murderers, for having depriv'd my ſelf of my 
own Life, #ogefius ſaid, that as the Condition of 7 

R id, 


* 
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© did, ſo the Condition of Death ought to depend upon 
our own Choice. And Diogenes meeting the Philoſo- 
* © pher Speuſi ppus, ſo blown up with an inveterate Drop. 
© {y, that he was fain to be carried in a Litter, and by 
© him ſaluted with the Compliment of, I wiſh you good 
Health, No Health to Thee, reply'd the other, Who 
art content 10 Live in ſuch a Condition. And in Truth, 
not long after Speuſippus, weary of a languiſhing Stats 
of Life, found a Means to dye. 
This does not paſs, however, without admitting 
Diſpute. For many are of Opinion, that we cannot 
quit this Garriſon of the World, without expreſs Com. 
mand of him who plac'd us in it, And that we are 
© not born for our ſelves only, but for our Country ally, 
< the Laws ef which require an Account from us, upon 
© the Sco:e of their own Intereft, and have an Action of 
© Manſlaughter good againſt us, = | 
© There is, indeed, more Conſtancy in ſuffering the 
e Chain we are tied in, than in breaking it, and more 
| pregnant Evidence of Fortitude in Regulus, than in Cat. 
And *tis Indiſcretion and Impatience, that puſhes u 
© on to thoſe Precipices. No Accidents can make tra], 
£ Virtue turn her back. Beſides, the Opinion that 
© makes ſo little of Life is ridiculous ; for it is our Be 
© ing, 'tis all we have. Things of a Nobler, and more 
£ Eleyated Being may, indeed, deſpiſe this of ours 
c but it is againſt Nature, for us to contemn and mak] 
c little Account of our ſelves; *cisa Diſeaſe particula 
© to Man, and not diſcern'd in any other Creature, t. 
c hate and deſpiſe it ſelf. And it is a Vanity of the ſam 
£ Stamp, to be ſomething elle than we are, The Ef 
© fe&ts of ſuch a Deſire do not at all concern us, forall 
e much as it is contradicted, and hinder'd in it ſelf 
And he that deſires of a Man to be made an Angel 
e wiſhes nothing for himſelf; he would be never thi 
< better for it; for being no more, who ſhould rejoic 
or be ſenſible of this Benefit for him ? | 
Debet enim miſerè quoi forte xgr eque futurum ſt 
Ipſe eſſe tm eo tum Tempore, cum male poſſit 
Accidlere 8 


Lucret. Lib. III. ſee before, pag. 15. 


e Security, Indolence, Impoſſibility, and the Priv: 
* tion of the Evils of Lite, which we pretend to pu 
* chaſe at the expence of Dying, are of no Manner q 
* auvantage to us. That Man evades War to very li 
© tle purpole, that can have no Fruition of Peace. Al 
c as impertinently does he avoid Labour and Toil, wi 
s cannot enjoy Repole. . Amon 
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© Among thoſe of the firſt of theſe Two Opinions, 
© there has been great Debate what Occaſions are ſuf. 


« ficient to juſtity Self- Murder, For tho' they ſay, 
that Men are often to dye for trivial Cauſes, ſeeing 


© thoſe that detain in Life are of no very great 


Is , 3 
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£ Weight, yet there is to be ſome Meaſure. There 
c are fantaſtick and ſenſeleſs Humours, that have 
£ prompted not only particular Men, but whole Na. 


tions to deſtroy themſelves ; and we read of the Mile 


< fan Virgins, that by a furious Compact they hang'd 
< themſclyes one after another, till the Magiſtrate took 
Order in it, Enacting, That the Bodies of ſuch as 
ſhould be found hang'd, ſhould be drawn by the ſame 
Halter ſtark Naked through the City. All the In- 
conveniencies in the World, are not conſid erable 
enough that a Man ſhould dye to evade them; and. 


Changes in Humane Things, it is hard rightly to 
judge when we are at the End of our Hope. Foſephus 


one of his faithful Guards, to diſpatch him; but it 
was well for him that he maintain'd himſelf in ſome 
Hope, for Fortune directed the Accident beyond all 
Humane Expectation; whereas Brutus and Caſſius, on 
the contrary threw away the Remains of the Roman 


Precipitancy and Temeritywherewith they kill'd them- 
ſelves before the due Time, and a juſt Occaſion, Mon- 
ſieur D* Znghien,at the Battle of Ceriſolles, twice attem pt- 

ed to run himſelf through,deſpa'ring of the Fortune of 


ſide of the Field where he was engag'd; and by that 
Precipitation, was very near depriving himſelf of the 


have ſurvived their Executioners, 


—Cur ante Tubam tremor. occupat Artus? 

Multa dies, variuſque labor mutabilis ævi 

Rettul:t in melius, multos alterna reviſens i 

Luſit, © in ſolido rurſus Fortuna locavit. Virg. 

That is, F 

* Why thus unforc'd ſhou'd we ſo tamely yield, 

And &er the Trumpet ſounds reſign the Field? 

© Good unexpected, Evils unforeſeen, 

© Appear by Turns, as Fortune ſhifts the Scene: 
e 
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beſides there being ſo many, ſo ſudden and unexpected 


in the Extremity of Danger, was adviſed by Simon 


Liberty, of which they were the ſole ProteQors, by the 


the Day, which went indeed very untowardly on that 


Joy and Honour of ſo brave a Victory. I have ſeen 
a hundred Hares eſcape out of the yery Teeth of the. 
Grey-Hounds. Aliquis Carnifici ſuo ſuperſtes fuit ſome 
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Some rais'd aloft, come tumbling down amain 3 
s Then fall ſo hard, they bound and riſe again. 


Dryden's Virgil. 


© Pliny ſays, there are three Sorts of Diſeaſes, to 
© eſcape any of which, a Man has good Title ro deſtroy 
© himſelf; the worft of which, is the Stone in the Blad- 
© der, when the Urine is ſuppreſs d. Seneca ſays, thoſe 
© only, which for a long time diſcompoſe the Functi- 
© ons of the Soul; and ſome there have been, who, to 
© avoid a worſe, have choſen one of their own liking, 
© Democritus, General of the Ttolians, being brought 


© Priſoner to Rome, found means to make his Eſcape 


© by Night: But cloſe purſu'd by his Keepers, rather 
<© than fuffer himſelf to be retaken, he fell upon his own 
Sword, and dyed, 


Of Violence offer'd to the Conſcience, that againft 


the Chaſtity of Women, is, in my Opinion, moſt to be 
evaded; for as much as there is a certain Pleaſure 
naturally mix'd with it, and for that Reaſon the Diſc 


Conſent of the forc'd Party. The Eccleſiaſtica! His 
ſtory has ſeveral Examples of Devout Perſons, who 


Honour. Pelagia and Sophronia both canoniz'd, the 
firſt of theſe precipitated herſelf with her Mother and 
Sifters into the River, to avoid being forc'd by ſome 
Soldiers; and the laſt alſo kill'd herſelf to evade being 
raviſh'd by the Emperor Maxentius. It may perad. 
venture be an Honour to us in future Ages, that a 
Learn'd Author of this preſent time, and a Pariſian, 
takes a great deal of Pains to perſwade the Ladies of 
our Age, rather to take any other Courſe, than to 
enter into the horrid Meditation of ſuch a Deſpair. 
I am ſorry he had never heard (that he might have 
inſerted it amongſt his other Stories) the Saying of 
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« 2 Woman, which was told me at Thoulouſe, who had 


< paſs'd through the handling of ſome Soldiers, God be 
© praiſed, ſaid ſhe, that once at leaſt in my Life, I have 
Had my Fill without Sin. I muſt confeſs theſe Cruel. 
© ties are very unworthy the French Sweetnels and good 
© Nature, and alſo God be thank'd, the Air is very 
< well purg'd of it, fince this good Advice: Tis enough 
< that they ſay u, in doing it, according to the Rule 
© of the good Maror, 

Men 


ſent cannot therein be ſufficiently perfect and entire, 
ſo that the Violence ſeems to be mix'd with a little 


have embrac'd Death to ſecure them from the Out- 
rages prepar'd by Tyrants againft their Religion and 
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Men ſometimes covet Death, out of Hopes of a 
* greater Gocd. I deſire (ſays St. Paul) to be with Chriſt, 
and who ſhall rid me of theſe Bands. Cleombrotus Ambra.. 
© c;0ta, having read Plato's Phedo, enter'd into ſo great 
© a Deſire of the Life to come, that without any other 


© Occaſion, he threw himſelf into the Sea. By which 


© it appears how improperly we call this voluntary Diſſo- 
£ lution, Deſpair ; to which the Eagerneſs of Hope does 
« often encline us, and often a calm and temperate De- 
< fire, proceeding from a mature and conſiderate 
© Judgment, James du Caſtel, Biſhop of Soiſſons, in St. 
© Lewis's foreign Expedition, ſeeing the King and the 
* whole Army, upon the Point of returning into France, 
© leaving the Affairs of Religion imperfect, took Reſo- 
< lution rather to go into Paradiſe : Wherefore, having 
© taken ſolemn Leave of his Friends, he charg'd alone, 
© in the Sight of every one, into the Enemy's Army, 
© where he was preſently cut to Pieces, | 


CHAP. AA 
The CONCLUSION ; containing ſome Particu- 


lars relating to SEARRON, RABELAIS, 


and MOLIERE. 


be own'd, there are ftrange and unaccountable 
Inconſiſtencies in Men's Deaths ; For Free- Thinkers 
ſometimes fall to the meaneſt Superſtition; and Philo- 


ſophers become either viſionary, or downright mad. 


The celebrated Francis Bacon, for Inſtance ſake, ſhew'd 
no great Diſcretion at his Death: For tho' he was re- 
duc'd to low Poverty, yet, if we may credit Sorbiere, 
he made a Will, by which he b=queath'd ſeveral Lega- 
cies, to the Value of many Thouſand Pounds; and in 
particular, left 300001. to a Colledge, he had erected in 
his Imagination, *Tis melancholy to conſider, that a 
Man cannot be ſure he ſhall make Ule of his Reaſon all 
his Life time! 

I know not whether Monſieur Scarron accoſted Death 
with that Burleſqus Air, that was natural to him; but 
if we may take a Poet's Word, he had the good Fortune 
to make the Inhabitants of the other World laugh. 
* Tis Moaſizur Menags who Ipeaks thus of him. 


A Fter all that has been ſaid on this Subject, it muſt 
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Delicia Pracerum, tois mille It urbe, 5 3 
Venerdr ad  Stpras Fearro facetus ade. 3 
- Sofvuntir Rifa, meſtifſ im turba, ſilente: 
Hic Focus & Luſus, hic [achrymant bent res. 6 
An old * Poet ha- : faid © ſomething much to the fame 
| Par urpoſe, in Praiſe of Rabelais: Pot his Verſes are mere 
natural than thoſe of Alen age. 4 hey Are as . ge Og 
Pluton, Prince di now Emplie, | 
Du les tiens ne rient, jamais, , 
IF wo aujourd'buy Rabelais, 
5 vgn uy tous de 4%¹ rire. 


1 F 
. 


rs That 1 iS, 4 2 5 | 7 ; a 2 
— 84 Juto, prince? of 10 intern J] Pace, | „ 
Wheſe gloe my Subject. 1 VE in te, N 5 | 
| Receivg the Iecend Ribelais, e 


d Mireb ſhall all youw Eorrs hegile. 
I fall eonctude with obſerying, 1 at Auliere, that 
xcellent Mimick and Comedian, who knew ſo well 
howto 2xpreſs Nature and Re being dead, as. . 
were, on. the Stage, as h# was acting his Part in his 
Maiad- imaginaire, a Rot Mad thereupon a Latin Epi- 
gram, wherein he ſays, prettily enough, That an 
was offends&.gt his daring to mimick e \ 
Nai hic ſitus eſt, qiſti Molierus in urns, 
u Genus bum ani ludere, ludus erat, 
Dum ludii mortem imor, indgnel2 jorantem, * : 
WM & mim” fingere ſaua negate. . 
2 Ichrated. Moliere had a great deal of. that TY 


* 


The | 
8: y Genus the d. 5, proper to characteriſe and draw 
anklad to the Lite, He had a peculiar Art of giving 


the moſt common Thoughts m Original Turn; and 


there's nothing extant of the antient Comick Wkiters, 
that deſerves. co be preferr'd to his inimitzble Com po- 
fures. Tho 8 eat Loyer .of Pleaſure, Moliere was 
ailo a Phitaſopher : But his Philoſophy, neither gr. 
nor unhroßitagle, like that of other People. made fi ] 
Ape Life. een nt the Time he enj dit maſts * . 

This whotejome Haxim is che öde of the new Syſtem 
dare preſent to, the Pubſlek ? A Syſtem, founded on 
the Dittatcs of ſows Reafot, Hh} ch elipages us to con- 
tiaue till Ban ale erer Courivot Fd 5 


